




































DEDICATION: 

This issue is dedicated to the 
memory of Stig, vocalist of 
ICONS OF FILTH, who died of 
a heart attack following their 
performance at a squat gig in 
Hackney, London on October 
23rd, 2004. His dedication to 
activism and punk has been 
an inspiration for us all 
since the early 80’s. 
He will be missed. 

photo courtesy of Steve c/o 
http://www.artofthestate.co.uk 
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with the deadline falling on the 15th of each odd numbered month. This deadline is for 
ads! Do not send review materials at the deadline in hopes they will be reviewed in that 
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EXTINCTION OF MANKIND have been 
carrying the torch for the UK “crust” 
punk movement for the better part of 
the last dozen years, at times 
seemingly the only band carrying on 
while others have called it 
quits.Starting out with humble origins, 
they released a demo demo cassette 
entitled Without Remorse that 
highlighted their passion to play in a 
style built on a firm foundation of 
ANTISECT and AMEBIX influences (in 
fact they were called “ANTISECT 
reborn and personified” in the review 
of their demo in PE #21). This demo 
got the attention of Skuld Releases, 
who promptly released the Weakness 
EP and Baptised in Shit LP. In January 
of 1996, EOM toured Europe with 
MISERY and cemented a lasting 
friendship that has lasted to this day. It 
was also the beginning of a friendship 
with Profane Existence, although the 
opportunity for cooperation would not 
happen for many years to come. Last 
year, we finally had the opportunity to 
release music from this band and we 
eagerly agreed to release their latest 
LP, The Nightmare Seconds, on vinyl. 
Similarly overdue was an interview for 
these pages, which has recently been 
rectified. Steve (vocals) answered in 
person, while Scoot (guitar) added his 
comments by email. Ginny (bass) and 
Tony (drums) stated the other two talk 
enough for all four members of EOM, 
and thus declined to take part. For the 
PE team are Dan, Maygun (who wasn’t 
actually naked) and Andre. 

PE: EOM is one of the longest 
running punk bands in the UK. 
Which ways has the scene changed 
since the early days of EOM? 

Steve: A lot. Emo, there’s way more 
hardcore, there’s no call for any punk 
bands any more. You’re lucky if you can 
get a punk gig in England. Bristol, 
London, there’s not many punk gigs. 
Mainly emo now, and hardcore. In 
Manchester there are a lot of new kids 
to the scene who just want to hear emo, 
or the typical American bands. Not 
English bands like us, HELLKRUSHER 
and DOOM, we all used to do gigs, now 
there’s just no call for it. It’s sad. 

Scoot: Dunno if it’s me but back in 92 
there seemed to be more of a community 
& then things seemed to divide into 
cliques but recently things have gone 
full circle again & the scene’ has picked 
up again. Recently we played with 
BOXED IN, BICKLE’S CAB & BURN ALL 
FLAGS, 4 different styles of bands 
playing a gig together & all the bands 
mingled together & got on to me that’s 
what it’s all about. 

PE: What about when EOM Plays? 

Steve: It depends where we play, if we 
play certain areas then there’s a lot of 
punks, whereas we get a lot of hardcore 
types-INFEST, DROPDEAD types, it’s like 
a mix, sometimes we get good gigs, 
other times we play to 15 people, it’s 
happening to a lot of bands now. 

PE: So when you first started was 


there a lot more people coming to 
shows? 

Steve: Oh yeah. It was just total crust 
punks everywhere. When HIATUS used 
to come over we used to do shows with 

them, ONE BY ONE, DOOM, you’d go to 
a venue and it was just pure spikes and 
dreds, now it’s just short hair and 
baseball caps. 

PE: Is the One in Twelve still going? 

Steve: Yeah the one in twelve still going, 
it’s still a wicked place. Eh, but then 
again, they have a lot of hardcore these 
days with a few punk bands playing, the 
bands that play what we play never get 
to play them. It’s either really, really fast 
grindcore or emo. It’s bad, we re too 
punk for metal and we’re too metal for 
punk. 

All: (Laugher) 

PE: What about the recent tour of 
Europe? Did a lot of punks show up 
to those gigs? 

Steve: Oh, it was brilliant, yeah that was 
really great. It was all types there, a hell 
of a lot of punks, a lot of crusties, loads 
of like-emo types. They all loved it; they 
were all getting into it. Which was good. 
It gave us something good to carry on 
with, because we didn’t want to see what 
was what before we went to Europe, and 
then it’s like let’s do more gigs, put more 
vinyl out. 

PE: Is that the first tour since 96? 

Steve: Yeah, we’d not been over to 
Europe, we always went over to the 
states, so we thought it was time we go 
back. We’ve been over to Scandinavia 
once since that tour, Scandinavia is cool. 
It’s just Europe, Scandinavia, the states, 
the punk scene is brilliant, England is 
just nothing for anyone no more now. A 
lot of people won’t put gigs on now, and 
the people that used to put on gigs can’t 
get the venues anymore, cause they are 
used to all the crazy punks that used to 
smash the place up. Dickheads in the 
scene, so to speak.There’s emo out now, 
you tend to sort of stray away from the 
crust, you know, like Manchester, we 
haven’t played Manchester for years. 
And all of a sudden there’s all these 
young kids and they’re just crying out 
for us to play every week. We don’t mind 
doing it; we have a different crowd each 
time we play, which is good. It’s a lot 
more children to bring them back into. 

PE: Do you have a period when you 
wouldn’t play? 

Steve: Yeah, we just stopped everything. 
We had to change everything. We used 
to still jam, but it was every now and 

then. There was just no gigs, no one was 
doing anything. We was going over to 
bath and watching bands, we were going 
here, there and everywhere, the turnouts 
were just tiny. Didn’t matter what band 
was playing there were just a few people 
and it was just going to have a drink in 
the bar, listen to me mates while we’re 
watching the band. It was sad. 

Scoot: Around 2002-03 we practiced 
quite a bit but our personal situations 


got in the way; work, life in general it just 
got difficult but thankfully we got back 
on track-1 dunno if it’s me but as I get 
older things seem more difficult to do- 
responsibility is a bastard at times 

PE: How long has this line-up been 
together? 

Steve: Ah, god, about six-seven years. 
Scoot: I joined in 98 but I’ve known Ste 
since the early EOM days back in 92. 

PE: This is the line-up that did the 
split with MISERY? 

Steve: Yeah, this was the strongest one, 
the one that stuck together, because we 
all love punk. We re happy with the line¬ 
up now. 

PE: It was really exciting that EOM 
was able to come to Minneapolis 
and play the anniversary show for 
Profane Existence- 

Steve: Oh Yeah! 

PE: How was it to be part of the 
show? 

Steve: Awesome, we reckon it’s just a 
piece of history in punk rock, totally. 
Since we found out, we were proud to 
be here it was an awesome show; every 
band that played was just brilliant. We 
just love coming over here; we love Dan 
to bits. 

Scoot: It was a very special moment for 
EOM/me-if no one saw the thanks & info 
on our website-l was overwhelmed to be 
at that gig & to see so many old & new 
friends. I never thought for a second 
when I bought NAUSEA- Extinction & 
MISERY-Bo/7? fed slaughtered!" back in 
91 (16 yrs old) that I’d be in EOM or 
playing PE’s 15th birthday bash with 
MISERY in 2004-mega, thank you to all 
involved & those that came & traveled. 

It meant a lot to be a part of it. 

PE: A lot of people wanted to know 
why there weren’t any other US 
shows planned. 

Steve: It’s time really, to get off of work, 
with Anthony and Scoot. Scoot s job is o 
his life sort of thing, aside from punk 
rock. He’s always there for the kids he 
works with and doesn’t like being away 
any longer than he has to be, because 
he does a lot of one on one with kids so 
he needs to be with him a lot. We’d have 
liked to have done more shows but just 
didn’t have time with work and what not. 
Scoot: I do 2 jobs to make ends meet as 
care work pays SHIT if ya don’t have a 
qualification. Personally I’d rather the 
band be a priority over work-in fact it is 
-but like us all I need to pay them bloody 
bills. We would’ve loved to do more USA 
gigs obviously we ll see what happens 
in future? This time getting into the USA 
customs were a nightmare- asking all 
kinds of daft questions & it’s gonna get 
harder for DIY bands to tour I reckon. 

PE: Do you think it’s possible to 
make a living in a DIY punk band? 
Or do you think it ends up really 
being a hobby that ends up taking 
time and money? 

Steve: Yeah, totally but you see, we’ve 
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never tried to get any money for 
anything, but we’ve played gigs, we’ve 
played in Europe and come back with 
nothing, we’ve gone to the States and 
come back with no money, but we’ve 
never done it for money, because we all 
work. So every Sunday we practice, we 
play gigs, we plan out tours, that’s like 
our enjoyment, we love doing it, we love 
being part of the punk scene. Even 
though a lot of the time you get a bit 
despondent about it, because we can’t 
get any gigs or people say “you turned 
metal”, haven’t we just moved on from 
what we used to do. The music that we 
listen to now is a lot heavier than what 
we used to listen to. 

Dan: I don’t see the music changing 
that much. 

Steve: A lot of people in England just 
seem to think we re metal. The bands 
that we listen to- my metal is CELTIC 
FROST and MOTORHEAD. 

Scoot: That’s my fault to an extent when 
I joined EOM I didn’t want to copy the 
old stuff (which to me is classic) & Ste & 
Ginny wanted to get a heavier sound so 
we just do what we do & so far it’s 
worked the music may be a tad more 
metal?? But Ste, Ginny & me are still 
punk at heart-to me punk isn’t just the 
music but an attitude & way of life! 

PE: Would you want to make a living 
doing DIY punk? 


Steve: Nah, I’d never want to sell out. You 
always end up screwing somebody over 
by doing it, and I would never want to 
do that. I love it, I love DIY punk and what 
it is and the people. If we sell out now 
it’s like we turned our back on punk, 
because it’s DIY punk that got us where 
we are now. So how can you turn our 
back on something that’s worked so 
well, when the people are so cool, you 
know. Question denied... 

All: (Laughter) 

PE: Will punk rock eventually defeat 
capitalism and state power? 

Steve: I don’t know, a lot of people now, 
especially in England don’t take it as a 
threat anymore. It used to be such a 
strong thing to be a punk and against 
the system, but now people are just so 
laidback now they just don’t want to 
know. A lot of people do, I’ve still got my 
beliefs against that. Can’t stand the 
system and the bloody laws they put on 
people. But I don’t ever think it will, not 
now, everyone’s got so laxy-daisy, in 
England it’s become more of a, I don’t 
know, with all this bloody pop punk 
that’s going about all the young kids just 
don’t want to, they’re not getting brought 
into a scene where people are saying 
“yeah, let’s go out and trash things and 
smash these capitalists” but no, I don’t 
think it will. 


Scoot: I don’t think we (as in the punk 
community) can defeat capitalism but 
that doesn’t mean we ever need to give 
in to it-there will always be a movement/ 
individuals (be it punk or otherwise) no 
matter how big or small to oppose it & 
long may that continue. It doesn’t help 
that punk is a trend & fashion now & all 
these bullshit boy bands cashing it in-it 
ain’t a threat no more! We need another 
76-77’ style punk era again-but would it 
be punk?? (I doubt it). 

PE: Have you ever had experiences 
back in your gung ho days in terms 
of punks working to defeat 
capitalism or fighting state power? 

Steve: Yeah, a hell of a lot. I’ve been hit 
and beaten by police, smashing 
windows, trying to burn down vehicles, 
it didn’t succeed you know, lots of 
things, lots of protest marches. We 
always ended up turning to violence with 
the police. It’s just one of the things with 
the police in England they just love to 
cause fights. They’ll pick a fight and 
hope it will escalate. I was always daft 
enough to run off and join them. 

All: (Laughter) 

PE: Don’t do that now, then? 

Steve: No, no, if someone pisses up my 
leg now, I’ll turn, but I’ve just mellowed. 
Too many times... too many times getting 
arrested and getting in fights, getting 
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beat up by police, it was nasty— getting 
kicked and punched. You tend to just 
back away. I’ve turned my attention to me 
kids. 

Scoot: I’ve been to a few demos in the 
past & a couple turned ugly (the anti nazi 
rally in London 93 was pretty scary-the 
police were brutal that day, they kicked 
the shit out of anyone in their way). I tend 
to try make a difference’ thru my job, try 
to educate the kids let them learn to make 
their own choices in life & support them 
when they need/want it. 

PE: So what’s the main motivating 
factor for EOM’s lyrics? 

Steve: The lyrics, ah, a lot of it is what 
happens with kids, I just hate child abuse 
and anything bad that gets done to kids. 

I think it’s a sick thing because kids can’t 
do anything about it, you know especially 
with parents when parents are doing that 
to their kids, the kids are so afraid to tell 
anyone in case it escalates. It’s just a bad 
thing. You’re still looked down upon as 
shit if you are a punk, if you look any 
different people will still make comments, 
especially when you’ve got kids. The kids 
could be better dressed than any of us, 
you know? So that’s always gotten to me, 
how people look on us and see us for 
being different. “Oh, keep away from him, 
he looks dodgy”, and just how society is 
based around courts, and big companies, 
big jobs, and they turn to look at you, 
wherever you go, people look at you. But 
yet their life is a shit life compared to 
mine. You sit and talk to these people and 
think- god, you’ve got a sheltered life. 
Society, I just can’t cope with it at times. 
PE: Do you think that punk enables 
you to free yourself from that? 
Steve: Oh yeah, totally, it’s hard for me 
because where you are now, there’s just 
punks everywhere, it’s superb. But Ginny 
and me live in Oldham, there’s just no 
punks anywhere, you go down to 
Manchester and you can’t find one if you 
looked. So you have this sort of mix with 
normal people and listen to their lives 
and what not, and you think god, they’re 
in debt up to their eyeballs and work all 
day... they look at me and think “you 
must have a shitty life”. And I think, you 
know I’ve played here and there and 
everywhere, I’ve got mates all over the 
country, all over the world, I sit there in 
the pub, surrounded by pals, and just 
chuckle to meself, because I know that 
at least my life’s mint. Because I can go 
home and blast out me noise, and read 
and just think “yeah, fuck you”. You get 
up tomorrow and work your shitty job. 
That’s why I’m self-employed, because I 
like giving me self my own orders. I’ve 
still got me anarchist ways in me where I 
give out the orders but don’t take any. I 
still can’t stick anyone... 

PE: After many years of releasing 
records on other labels, what made 
you decide to release your own CD 
most recently? 

Steve: One, we didn’t want to go through 
any other labels, we just got so sick of 
going through recording and then two 
years later it comes out and then you pick 
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up a zine and it’s reviewed and we haven’t 
even gotten any.The first thing you want 
is to record it on vinyl. With a lot of labels, 
you give your recording to them, and 
then can’t get a hold of them; they won’t 
answer calls or emails. So we got fed up 
with it, and figured, we’re all working, 
why don’t we just pay for it ourselves, 
and put it out ourselves. And then that 
way we don’t have to rely on anyone, it’s 
total DIY, we get to decide what we want 
to do with it. We all agreed on that. It 
would be nice to put other bands out, but 
I don’t know just yet. We re just waiting 
to see what happens now with the CD’s. 
Dan: It’s a lot of work on top of that. 
Steve: Oh yeah, well a lot of us work all 
the time; we have to find time to do it. It 
took us months and months to get sorted 
with it, but at least then we don’t have to 
wait for the guy to do the pressing and 
the guy to do the printing of that. It wasn’t 
like hoping that it was going to come in 
the next seven or eight months... 

Dan: Yeah, that van be a drag. It’s 
definitely happened with Profane, 
when stuff has sat around, because 
we couldn’t afford to do it. 

Steve: Well that’s it, I mean with good 
labels. We did actually say Profane and 
Scoot said it would actually be nice if we 
could put it out on vinyl with Profane, and 
we re happy with that. As long as we can 
put out and see something back in return, 
all we’ve seem to have done with it is just 
trade. We’ve been going to gigs with 
loads of other people’s CDs. It’s sort of a 
catch 22, you’re getting rid of one CD to 
get a load more. Unless it’s a label, and 
you can distribute them out to everybody, 
but we haven’t got time to do that. 

PE: It goes back to that hobby 
thing... 

Steve: I’ve got shitloads of vinyl and I 
haven’t even got a record player. 
(Laughter) I just look at me cover and say 
yes, I wonder what this sounds like...I did 
have a record player, but I thought it 
would be a hilarious thing to rest a can 
of beer on the top and when I came back 
my record player had gone cha-chunk, 
and the beer was on it. 

Scoot: Priorities, ey Ste mate-the world’s 
most expensive beer mat-Ste’s record 
player haha! 

PE: Whoops- that’s a good story. 
(Laughter) Do you think you will do 
another record on your own? 

Steve: We re thinking about it. I’ve said 
before, we would have to put one out on 
7". We have to find someone that can do 
the cover artwork that we want to do. 
We’ve got 4 songs now that we’ve been 
doing, and we want to get them into the 
studio and get them recorded cause 
we re hopefully going to Scandinavia in 
March, so we re hoping to have it out by 
then. The guy that we did the album with, 
Ginny talked to him and he was really 
cool, when we did it, I think it was about 
a grand, and within a week we got it back 
with all the packaging and everything for 
the CD. But to do vinyl, it’s really hard to 
find someone to do it that’s going to be 
cheap. Where we can sell it at a cheap 
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price. 

PE: Press in the states, it would be 
practically free... 

^Steve: We have a lot of people that are 
like “what happened to the Pay no more 
than...’” and it’s like, it pisses me off as 
well! I used to buy 7"s for 75 pence, and 
now you’re buying it for 3 quid. It’s 
expensive. We’d like to put a 7" out, but 
we’ll see, we ll see what happens. 

Dan: Well, if you can’t do it yourself, 
we’ll do it. 

Maygun: Sounds good to me. 

Scoot: Cheers, we appreciate it! 

PE: So people have been asking if a 
CD is ever going to come out of the 
old Skuld stuff? 

Steve: Ay, we’ve been offered. Four 
different people have asked us to do it. 
We don’t want to do it for the sole 
purpose of past members and the grief 
that it would cause. Maz cashed in big 
time with EOM, and we don’t even like 
doing any of those songs. Scoot doesn’t 
like doing it because of Maz’s riffs, and 
we don’t want to put out the demo or EP, 
because he’s in it. I even found out the 
other day that we did a song on a 
compilation we knew nothing about- Maz 
put it out. So no, I don’t think we would. 
It’s a shame. We never made any money 
off punk rock, we don’t want to make any 
money off it. I just enjoy doing it. I like 
seeing all the CDs and vinyl added to my 
collection. I like to read the reviews. You 
get good reviews, you get bad reviews, 
that’s life. (Laughter) 

Dan: It’s part of punk. 

Steve: Yeah of course it is. 

PE: Aside from that 7" you were 
talking about, what’s the future for 
EOM? 

Steve: The future, we’ve got two songs 
on two different comps. Some dude in 
Holland that wants to do a 7 “, we’d like 
to do a 10" release, we’ve never done a 
10", we’re just lazy doing songs, we 
practice them for so long, but we’re next 
to Indy bands and pop bands and when 
we start playing it’s like notes under the 
door...(laughter) So we never get to 
practice, but since we did the album we 
are going to keep recording. With Bri of 
DOOM he knows the settings, he knows 
the sound we want, it’s total DIY. You 
keep it in the punk scene. And there’s a 
bar upstairs... 

Scoot: Lazy doing songs ey? I tend to 
come up with the riffs & when ya doing 2 
jobs it’s friggin hard finding the time to 
sit down & write new riffs-oh to be 17 
again haha... 

PE: So what about the Scandinavian 
tour, when is that going to be? 

Steve: Hopefully, all our tours revolve 
around Scoot s work, me and Ginny can 
do as we please cause we re self- 
employed. Anthony just got a new job, 
but we re hoping to still do March for a 
couple weeks. We were supposed to be 
doing it with RICKETY, but they’re in the 
States, so we’re supposed to be playing 
with FORCA MACABRA in Finland, and 
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Andre: That’s all I had to ask. 
Maygun: Thanks Andre. (Laughter) 

Scoot: Phew those were the most difficult 
questions... 


with a bit of luck with AVSKUM and Andre: Whisky or beer? 
another few bands want us to play. Steve: Whisky. 

Scoot: And since we have been asked to Scoot: Beer as long as it’s bitter or real 
go to New Zealand (hopefully via Japan?) ale-1 don’t want no fizzy piss! 
around Oct 05 so fingers crossed there. Andre: Dreadlocks or Mohawks? 

Steve: Both. I’ve had both. 

PE: Was there anything else you Scoot: Dreads or wigs, 
wanted to add? We’re out of 

questions. -- 

Steve: No, I don’t think so. I’d like to 

thank you for getting us out here for the ~ ^ 

show. It was excellent, we all made it. It z .R r - 

was brilliant, I had an excellent time, the RRyv £ R r \& R 

bands were brilliant, and it was just an - JfjfiSBl 

awesome part of my life. And EOM < |\J j 

played, it was even better. A piece of punk <> 7 " I IjL ^ jh 

rock history that will never be forgotten. ^ | 

Hail to Profane. 1% W Ife® 

Scoot: Ditto & cheers to EOM for years jR-v •>' R. 0 

of friendship, hello to all the PE message £ 'SlVj 

board iurkers. 

Dan: Cheers k W' * 

Maygun: It was awesome to have | P \ , 

you guys here. £ JhH 

Dan: Yeah, it was a treat for 
everyone. 

Steve: Oh we loved it. It was a shame that ./ 

we couldn’t play any of the new songs. I flHHjHHj 

think we might be back in September, 

Ginny was all excited about it, so we may iv 

be able to get back for two weeks during # 

holidays. Play the newer songs we got, ? 

the older ones we drop now. 

Scoot: Er...we did play all new (ish) £ 
songs it was the old ones we didn't do 

Ste (G’over) ^ 

Dan: That’s progress! ^ & f* /jit * 


Visit: www.extinctionofmankind.com 


Andre: Alright, here’s my questions. 
Pink Floyd or led zeppelin? 

Steve: Pink Floyd. 

Scoot: Pink Floyd-does Syd Barratt 
count?? Haha. 


ibhi Nfahtmnrr g'ccmtfti? 
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Split EP with WARCOLLAPSE 
Elderberry Records (1993) 


Split EP with DOOM 
Ecocentric Records (1993) 


Weakness EP 
Skuld Releases (1994) 



Baptised in Shit LP 
Skuld Releases (1995) 


Scars of Mankind Still Weep EP 
Skuld Releases (1998) 




Religious Dogma CD-EP 
self-released (1999) Tracks 
also appeared on Aftermath 
CD/LP (Profane Existence) and 
Worst of the 1 in 12 Club Vol. 
14/15 LP (1 in 12 Records) 


/^SSi ' 


' y£ mw A 

v 


Split LP with MISERY 
LP on Elderberry (1999). CD 
Released by Crimes Against 
Humanity, LP re-released by 
Sin Fronteras Discos 


TNI CREAM OF ENGLISH PUNK 


Ale to England EP 
Malarie Records (2001) 
English crust covers EP 


EXTINCTION OF MANKIND 


ilht iNuthtmare Srotnita. 


The Nightmare Seconds ... 
LP/CD 

CD on Extinction Records 
LP on Profane Existence 
(2004) 
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PE: Let’s start off with everyone 
introducing themselves- please state 
your name and what you do in BALLAST. 

Spoke: Hi, I’m Spoke and i sing and write 
lyrics in ballast. 

Dave: I play drums, write some of the lyrics 
and do shit work. 

Mike: I play guitar and try to sing sometimes. 
Nancy: I play bass and move equipment. 
Adam; I used to be the one to provide the 
grandiosity complex but I feel now Mike has 
eclipsed me in that regard so all I have to 
offer is my guitar and my pathological 
’ optimism. 

PE: How long have you guys been 
together? Has it always been the same 
line-up, or have you gone through some 
different members? 

Dave: The band as it is now started more or 
less in early 2001. I was hopping trains up 
the west coast with Spoke from Oakland to 
Vancouver (where Spoke, Adam and Steve 
were living at the time) and the idea was 
eventually tossed around that I’d move up 
JP there and play drums with Spoke, Steve, 
Adam, and another guy who used to play 
guitar. In about 2 months we learned a 
handful of songs, recorded a demo in our 
basement (thanks again Troy), hand printed 
a potato bag full of shirts which were stolen 
from the salvation army and got a van 
running which was given to us for free, had 
no brakes and was smashed in at the back 
end from rolling down a hill backwards into 


a telephone pole. Also during this time we 
booked a full U.S. tour, which we made it 
about halfway thru (to Florida) before the van 
threw a rod, blowing a hole in the oil pan in 
the process and frying the engine. So that 
was that. Needless to say we all wanted to 
kill each other at this point, so everyone went 
their separate ways for a bit, although we 
eventually all ended up in Montreal, but with 
Steve, who had played bass before, now on 
guitar, and Nancy as the new bass player. 
We played in Montreal with this new line-up 
at a show with BORN DEAD ICONS and 
BEAUTY DROP-OUTS, I think in January of 
2003? I don’t remember. Also there was a 
show with Pete from BORN DEAD ICONS 
playing drums before I made it up here. Pete 
was awesome for playing drums while they 
were all writing new songs, even though he 
was very busy with his band and work at the 
time. Anyway that was the line-up (Steve, 
Adam, Spoke, Nancy and myself) until very 
recently when Steve decided to leave the 
band after our last (3rd) tour together. He 
had other things in his life that he wanted to 
focus on and there were some strained 
relationships between some of us, and I 
guess he was tired of dealing with it. He was 
definitely very much an integral part of the 
band and a very talented musician, though, 
and it was a daunting task to find someone 
else to play guitar and sing that would live 
up to that (especially since we had studio 
time booked about a month and a half 
away!!). We were very lucky to find Mike 


when we did, it worked out really well (but 
don’t tell him I said so or he’ll get cocky...). 
We approached him with the question of, 
“hey dude, do you want to spend around a 
grand and a half on an amp and guitar, learn 
all of our songs and record an LP with us 6 
weeks from now, and go on tour in Europe 
in a few months?” anyway, he’s a great new 
edition and even managed to write a new 
song with lyrics (louder than words) in the 
insane crunch time before recording... 

PE: You guys toured the US this past 
summer. How was it? Were there any 
favorite shows or moments on the tour 
that stand out from the rest? 

Spoke: As you already know from the 
previous answer last summer’s tour was our 
3rd; all of them have been in the states. 
There are too many stories to tell but the 
thing that stands out for me are the smaller 
town shows where people seem more 
curious & interested in meeting new people 
and hearing our music. I felt this in 
Kalamazoo, VA Beach, Amarillo, San 
Antonio, Ft. Worth, Albany, Fargo, etc. One 
moment where I felt really glad to be on tour 
was when this young man came up to the 
merch table after we played to a crowd of 
particularly macho straight-edge tough guys, 
and thanked me for talking about one of our 
songs, Lorena, which deals with misogyny 
specifically towards women who work in the 
sex industry and more specifically, street 
workers. He said that it was rare to hear 
bands talk about this and I think he saw how 
it could have been especially intimidating for 
us to bring this up at that show, but how that 
would ultimately be the best time to talk 
about it. It was very encouraging; I’ve 
received many positive responses from 
Lorena, amidst the jeers. 

Dave: playing in LA in front of about 350 
people and not being able to get our amps 
to work was pretty sweet. Minneapolis was 
really good, and even though I generally 
hate playing at bars the people at the Triple 
Rock seemed really down to earth and fair; 
good sound and good food also. Too many 
good shows to mention really; we were lucky 
to have a really good tour. We owe a lot of 
thanks to Mike, Zack and all the Albany kids 
for helping us get across the border when 
they didn’t know us at all; you guys were 
rad. Austin was awesome also. Thanks for 
putting us up, C-Vok, even though it was a 
hard time for you.... also, we didn’t manage 
to accidentally insult anyone in Boston this 
time, which is good. 

Adam: The Bay Area was great, especially 
the house shows. We played four times in 
three days there. In ABQ we played a tiny 
sweaty living room that was fun, and of 
course Philly and Boston are always 
awesome. 

Nancy: We had a show in Virginia Beach 
that fell through, but one of the local bands 
still really wanted to play, and as kids started 
showing up wondering what happened to the 
show, others were calling around trying to 
find a place to do this show. So we got a 
place and everyone made their way to the 
new ‘venue’. It ended up being in some 
garage in an upscale suburb, and we felt a 
little out of place. We played with a band 
called RESONANCE, who were just fucking 
awesome, and totally surprised us with what 


10 BALLAST Profane Existence #47 



they were organizing and had to say. 
Swimming in the Gulf for the first time, and 
the Boston BBQ. 

PE: In your opinion, perhaps through 
what you’ve seen on your past tour, how 
does the punk community differ in 
Canada and the US? How is Montreal in 
terms of its punk scene? How do you feel 
you fit into that? 

Adam: Lately I have been pretty enthusiastic 
about the scene here. Initially when we 
started playing at the Loud House people 
dismissed us as femi-nazis or PC-fascists 
and the crust-as-fuck element was pretty 
alienating. But in the last year at shows I 
think it is becoming a lot more accessible to 
those who don’t own bullet-belts. For 
instance when WITCH HUNT played here a 
while back there was a lot more diversity of 
people at the show, which is encouraging. 
Also last week AFTER THE BOMBS, BORN 
DEAD ICONS and CCSS played with two 
other bands for two dollars and that was the 
best show I have been to in a while, 

Dave: For me personally, I feel a little 
alienated from the francophone punk scene 
in Montreal in that I don’t speak French. But 
that’s my own fault; I’m learning slowly 
though. As a band I think a lot of people here 
think that we’re “p.c.” assholes, which is fine 
by me. As far as the difference between 
punks in the US versus Canada, it’s a lot 
more pronounced in Quebec, due to the 
language barrier and the sense of cultural 
isolation from the rest of North America that 
can sometimes exist here. And in Canada 
in general (everyone will hate me for saying 
this) welfare culture makes a big difference. 
You can easily get on welfare here, and a 
lot of punks do it and stay on it for years at a 
time, and I tend to think that it can make 
some people (not everybody) really lethargic 
and can create little spheres where people 
never really leave their houses and circles 
of friends and are out of touch with the rest 
of the world. I’m getting kicked out of the 
band for that one, ha ha. On the other hand 
Canada is a lot more liberal that the U.S. 
and there are a lot more social programs 
and opportunities for people here if they 
have the ambition to take advantage of them 
(which, by the way, drastically reduces 
poverty-related crime in Canada- there were 
below 100 murders last year in Montreal, a 
city of 3 million). For example, if we weren’t 
so lazy we could have applied for a 
provincial or federal grant that would have 
financed our upcoming tour in Europe.... we, 
however, chose to eat poutine and drink 
Trois Pistoles instead... 

Nancy: There is a big English-French 
separation here; even the ‘anarchist book 
store’ had a big problem because of it. And 
I agree with Dave about the welfare system 
making some people apathetic, but he’s still 
getting kicked out of the band. I guess what 
I felt was a big difference on tour is that there 
are a lot less people in Canada, making its’ 
punk scenes even smaller and more difficult 
for bands to tour through. I’m not saying it 
can’t be done (although BALLAST has yet 
to tour here). You would just have to be 
financially prepared to make the long 
distances between towns and cities. And 
when your band, like most, survives on tour 
from the shows you play, it makes a 


Canadian tour seem rather impossibl# 
money-wise when compared to a US oneM 
Spoke: I’ve seen punk scenes in many 
different American cities having travelecf 
extensively there. I feel like I have more 
knowledge of the punk scene in the states 
than in other places in Canada. The 
difference between being on tour and 
playing at home mainly has to do with the 
fact that we mostly play all-ages shows on 
tour and in Montreal it’s normal to play bar 
shows. The drinking age is 18 and it’s easier 
for youngsters to sneak in (J’ve been eluding 
bouncers since I was 15, C’mon up!!). So a 
lot of times it’s younger crowds in 
the states, which I think is great. 

They seem more receptive & willing 
to ask questions after the show, 
more enthusiastic & curious then 
the older “cool & jaded” punks, 
y’know? As far as Montreal’s scene 
specifically, it is a pretty strong 
scene as far as numbers, and I do 
feel optimistic about the punks 
here, but I would like to see us 
expand beyond just the music 
scene (which is really good here 
right now) to more social 
awareness and making ourselves 
stronger in all aspects. It’s too easy 
to pat ourselves on 
the backs when things are going 
well, but we have to think ahead 
and see what our downfalls are and 
work on them. And fuck, punk is 
more than a costume I ill Quit being 
so superficial & judgemental!!! I’m 
from this town, so I’ll fit in whether 
anyone likes it or not. 

Mike: I don’t feel like I’ve ever really 
had a place in the Montreal punk 
scene. The kind of shows I’d like 
to see just don’t ever really happen 
here (and when I try to put on 
shows, which is rare, they usually 
fall through, which is why I rarely 
put on shows...). For all ages DIY 
shows, for a long time there was 
really only the Loud House; I 
definitely appreciate that that space 
exists, and I know that people have 
put a lot of work into putting on 
shows there and keeping it going, 
but it’s really kind of a weird scene, 
shows there being predominantly 
comprised of shitty, boring crust 
bands. I have seen some ok bands 
or shows there, and I know they’ve 
done a lot of shows for BALLAST, 
but it can be completely alienating 
to a lot of people. Everyone is 
totally homogenous and mostly 
drunk. I’ve seen a lot of meatheads 
in spiky vests punching each 
other’s faces in, kids with mohawks 
passed out on the sidewalk, 
slumped against the building in a pile of 
pyramid studs and their own vomit, and 
shirtless dudes with bad tattoos freaking out 
on PCR A lot of people are actually afraid to 
go there. It’s definitely not the safest or most 
accessible space, especially to a lot of my 
friends who aren’t really “punks”, or punk 
looking, or people who are just sort of 
curious about what’s going on. To them it’s 
really intimidating; to me it's pretty 
intimidating; there’s a lot of privilege and 


exclusion at play, and it doesn’t seem like 
anyone wants to do anything about it. This 
isn't the fault of the Loud House as a venue; 
they can’t choose who comes to these 
shows. I’m just talking about the ’scejneJ 
here, as I perceive it. Since moving here 
about 2 years ago, I’ve traveled a lot, and 
haven’t been around much, so I didn’t know 
a lot of kids here. I didn't even really know 
the. other kids in BALLAST My FrenchlsnJ*. 
that great either, though it’j 
better (1 didn’t speak a'word fc 
here), so the re’s" 1 always goinc 
ex 



me, and I think that 
lot of people 
around at shows i 
able to talk to them, 
can approach someone because \ 
know if you’ll actually be able 
communicate with them. As far as ‘fitting in’ 
to a scene though, almost everything I’ve 
seen here just leaves me more and more 
disenchanted with hardcore and punk. 1 
don’t know, maybe I’m just being an asshole. 


Profane Existence #47 BALLAST 



Punk means a million different things to a 
million different people, and I definitely have 
my own ideas about what hardcore is (and 
isn’t). I guess it’s just that a lot of what I’ve 
seen since moving here fails to live up to 
my standards, or to my ideal. It all just seems 
to be about aesthetics, and no one really 
communicates anything. When I go to shows 
I would definitely like to leave having some 
idea of what the bands I saw were about 
beyond “this song’s about nuclear power”. I 
would like to know that there was some kind 
of connection besides having just breathed 
in the same second-hand smoke for a few 
hours. That’s what is important about punk 
to me, that’s the only thing that makes it 
worthwhile or special. If you take that away, 
it’s just shitty rock music like everything else. 
I’d rather listen to Destiny’s Child. 

PE: The songs on the Numb Again EP 
seem to be written from a personal 
perspective, driven from the things you 
see in the world around you. Who writes 
the lyrics? What are the motivational 
factors behind them? 

Spoke: Definitely the songs I write lyrics for 
are from a pretty personal perspective. A 
lot of my lyrics come from old journal entries, 
mixed in with new ideas from how I’m feeling 
now, which is pretty much the same way I 
felt then (I’m still pissed). There is a lot of 
angst and a sense of being vulnerable to 
the point of almost giving up, while the lyrics 
to Fortress North America (written by Steve) 
and Plastic Towers (by Dave) are more 
political and finger pointy, which is good too. 

I just find I can sing with more sincerity when 
it’s from purely my own perspective. I tend 
to focus more on the frailty & powerlessness 
that is cultivated in us by this society always 


plotting to weaken & make us give in, but 
with a hopeful twist somewhere in there that 
you can succeed by not succumbing, by 
figuring out who you really are. I find these 
days more so than in the past, we’re being 
filled with so much useless garbage, that we 
as humans are becoming useless, unable 
to differentiate between what we really need 
and what is pure commodity. There is an 
interesting quote from a book about class 
violence in America between 1830-1930: 


“The relatively little actual starvation in 
America, therefore is and was not 
inconsistent with the fact that there is more 
poverty- that is, more ungratified desires- 
among Americans than in any other nation 
in the world.” If they were writing this in 1930, 
imagine what they’d think nowadays. 

PE: Your song lyrics demand a sense of 
accountability for the acts of war, 
consumerism, greed, pollution, injustice 
and more. Would you say these 
sentiments are directed at a specific 
individual, at a nation, or a population? 
Spoke: These songs are aimed at anyone 
& everyone in 1st world countries that have 
the luxury to not care or not think. It’s aimed 
at ourselves. Having a band is a privilege, 
and I don’t think BALLAST by any means 
claims to be the vanguard of the revolution, 
but I feel that if it had not have of been for 
this band and music, I would have been 
somewhere bad right now. We’re being 
consumed either by consumerism or by our 
only forms of silent rebellion, which usually 
leads to a negative catharsis of drug abuse 
& self- destruction. People need to vent in 
constructive ways & to be honest & sincere 
in what we do. It’s therapeutic. It’s too easy 
to remain ignorant & most people do, I don’t 
think that will change overnight and it cannot 
be my or BALLAST’S sole mission to do that. 
However ignorance is a social disease and 
therefore people can change. I hope we 
speak, not just preach, to all kinds of people. 
Dave: yeah, I’d like to be a proper indignant 
punk rocker, but fundamentally, we as North 
Americans in particular are all accountable 
in that we let these things happen- we all 
take part just by being passive participants. 
It’s been said more eloquently by others 


before me but “when you break the seal on 
that 40, that’s a government seal”. 
Whenever you buy gas for your tour van, 
go to the bank, whatever. It’s time to stop 
deluding ourselves; we all take part in 
making the whole mechanism work and we 
benefit from it with our relative privilege (well, 
for now anyway). On the other hand, 
obviously I’m not personally dropping cluster 
bombs on Kabul neighborhoods or torturing 
teenage kids at Abu Ghraib; neither are most 


people reading this, I’d imagine. But if we 
don’t participate in creating real, sustainable 
alternatives then when we’re handing out 
blame, as Spoke said above, we should start 
with ourselves; I should start with myself. 
The moral high ground is something you 
earn. But I think it’s tough to express 
something like that in a 90-second-long punk 
song, you know? It’s easy and fun to say 
“fuck Bush”, “fuck America”, fuck “them”, but 
that’s where I feel that a lot of punk lyrics 
fall short, including the ones I’ve written: they 
make the assumption that the person 
speaking is exempt from the judgments 
being dished out. Speaking for men in the 
punk scene, we are all, at times, sexist to 
one degree or another- and we are all racist 
as North American predominantly white 
punks. Which is a big part of why we ARE 
predominantly white punks, but that’s 
another issue. Anyway if we’re not dealing 
with issues like that within our own 
community while simultaneously singing 
these over-the-top self-righteous lyrics, 
we’re just a parody of ourselves... 

PE: Based on your lyrics, specifically in 
the songs Fortress North America and 
Plastic Towers, would you say that it is 
fair to assume BALLAST considers itself 
“Anti- American”? Or are you simply anti¬ 
war, anti-consumerism, anti-greed, etc. Is 
it the society itself you despise, or the 
attributes that go along with it? 

Spoke: NO, I wouldn’t say we are anti- 
American; then again, I’m not sure what that 
really means. Some aspects of it, I love. The 
music and (for how young America is) the 
history is amazing. Even strip mall culture 
and all the ugliness of America can have its’ 
broken beauty at times. So, I’d say we are 
more the latter, anti- greed, consumerism, 
war etc.and those traits apply to many 
nations. Anyway, America needs a real sharp 
blow to its ego, that’s for sure. It’s almost as 
cocky as Mike... 

Dave: I guess for me the answer to that 
would depend on how one would define what 
is “American”. I mean, we don’t hate 
Americans (I’m American, in fact), but it’s 
really difficult to differentiate between a 
culture and what it’s comprised of 
historically, or what enabled it to become 
what it is. You don’t get the end result of a 
global empire such as the U.S. without (to 
cite examples that you used) war, 
consumerism, or greed. These are the 
fundamentals of capitalism in general and 
U.S. capitalism in particular. America would 
never have reached its status as an 
economic and military superpower without 
a huge mass of wageless slaves to build it 
in the first place. The forced labor of those 
millions of slaves gave the colonies and later 
the post “revolution” U.S. the shot in the arm 
it needed to thrive and grow as rapidly as it 
did; there were massive resources to exploit 
at the cost of next to nothing for the moneyed 
male/white ruling and business class- and 
those are the spoils of colonial and military 
expansionism which the U.S.. exploited then 
and now. The U.S. wouldn’t exist politically 
or even geographically without a history of 
genocide that killed countless millions, and 
continues to kill millions today. The U.S- led 
sanctions against Iraq, for example, directly 
and intentionally caused (by conservative 
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Pentagon numbers) 1.5 million civilian 
deaths, mostly children and the elderly, due 
to the lack of clean drinking water, food, 
basic medicine, etc., and that’s NOT 
counting deaths from bombing campaigns 
past or present. Madeline Albright was 
interviewed on CNN during that time and 
when asked how she felt about the 
sanctions, she smugly replied, “The price is 
worth it”. And that’s the attitude the U.S. 
takes without exception; their actions are 
above reproach, unquestionably sound. All 
that to make a handful of billionaires just a 
touch wealthier be it from oil revenues or 
whatever the case may be at the time. I think 
it’s difficult for most people in the world to 
look at that and not be pissed off and 
disgusted. I wrote the lyrics to Plastic Towers 
with that in mind, I guess; trying to express 
that many millions of people in the world, 
and in the third world in particular, have 
experienced horrors way beyond what 
September 11th was in the U.S., continue 
to experience them on a daily basis, and 
generally live in those conditions either 
indirectly or directly because of U.S. foreign 
policy. Looking at the decadence and 
ignorance that Americans live in from the 
outside, the satisfaction many felt from 
seeing things that symbolize what America 
is REALLY about (the Pentagon and the 
World Trade Center) in flames... that’s what 
I was trying to portray with those lyrics.... 
Nancy: The U.S. has done too much to the 
rest of the world outside its boarders, and 
has taken so much from it; you can’t help 
but be against big business America. But it 
really blows me away when you see what 
actually goes on in the States. With the 
incredible lack of resources and social 
services the U.S. offers the majority of it’s 
citizens, the U.S. seems more concerned 
with what it’s doing away from “home” {refer 
to Dave’s answer). Not everyone in America 
is proud of what its government has done 
or will do. No, I’m not anti-American, but 
Bush, Jr. did get re-elected and the people 
who did that I’m going to have to hate. 
Mike: I’m not anti-American, except for 
Dave. Stupid, mean, jerky old Dave. Yankee 
piece of shit. Go back to Ft. Lauderdale 
before I make a parka out of your hide. So, 
yeah, I guess Americans are ok. I’m mostly 
just anti-Dave. 

PE: How do you feel about the re-election 
of George Bush, Jr.? 

Nancy: I’m really worried for the women in 
America who must face the prospect of 
abortions becoming more and more 
inaccessible. This is a basic right that cannot 
be tampered with, I find it maddening and 
totally unnerving, that this one man can 
make this decision for so many women. 
Bush Jr. talks so much rhetoric about liberty 
and democracy in America, yet he’s taking 
it all away from its citizens. 

Dave: You asked for it... and now you’re 
gonna get it (quote from Back to the Future). 
Anyway aside from what Nancy mentioned 
about women’s reproductive rights as well 
as Kerry being marginally less insane 
environmentally, I don’t see a whole lot of 
difference... anyone who has made it into a 
u.s. presidential election was bought and 
paid for long ago. 


Spoke: DOOMED. YOU’RE ALL DOOMED! 
(Quote from Friday the 13th). 

Mike: Policy is only a reflection of misery. 
Freedom reinforces conditioning and thoughts 
are but delusions of enslavement. Trailing in 
the shadows of the sightless. The treadmill 
of your pathetic life rolls on. The world is a 
series of cages and the people a nation of 
jailers. The blind spot encircles us all. 


PE: Do you think that punk can be used 
as a mechanism for social change, or has 
it evolved over the years to become a 
business in and of itself? Is punk a 
business, or is it something more? 
Spoke: If you’re talking about the 
mainstream’s perspective then yeah, punk 
is nothing more than dollar signs. But there 
has been an evolution in the underground 
scene and I hope it keeps growing stronger 
while keeping itself in check. The fact that a 
band can tour all-ages circuits and have 
places to stay and meals provided for, not 
like this always happens, but still it’s 
remarkable that it does at all. Whenever I 
tell people not involved with the punk scene 
how we tour, they’re amazed that something 
like this can exist. Fuck, let’s not take it for 
granted and let’s make it better! 

Dave: In the North American context (the 
only one I’m really qualified to comment on, 
even though its not the center of the 
universe), in some ways I think punk has 
come a long way. At the Pointless Fest, for 
example, when 2 men who were accused 
of rape were forcibly ejected from the fest 
by women and made accountable for their 
actions, that was “the scene”, or at least an 
element of it, acting as it should: as a self- 
aware community of people living their 
ideals. Would that have happened at a show 
in, say, LA in the early 80’s? Not likely. But 
we could also be doing a lot more politically, 
and by this I mean outside of the punk 
community itself. Making our community and 
our art something that is unavoidably defined 
as something more “radical” than how many 
records we can sell ourselves or how 
“extreme” our music is integral to that. In the 
last few years I’ve noticed that bands, 


promoters and labels are steering away from 
being overtly political and instead are getting 
these more and more common attitudes 
about money, scene “credibility” etc. that 
unfortunately come with a scene that is 
growing larger; they think they’re more 
important and relevant than they really are, 
and they don’t want to alienate their “fan 
base”. We’re in the middle of the most 


fucked-up war since Vietnam and nobody is 
saying shit about it for the most part; they’re 
too busy singing about Satan or 
skateboarding or whatever. That’s not what 
punk is about to me. The first d.i.y. punk 
bands that really spoke to me were bands 
like BORN AGAINST or ECONOCHRIST, 
bands that weren’t squeamish about being 
shit-disturbers and making people 
uncomfortable. In my opinion, in this society 
at this time if you’re not doing that at least 
to some extent, then you’re not “punk”, 
you’re fucking rock music entertainment, so 
stop wasting your chances at real money¬ 
making and go sign to a major already (if 
they’ll have you). 

Mike: I kind of just wrote a song with regard 
to this in a way, actually. It sort of raises the 
question of whether punk is significant 
enough to grow beyond itself and to put it’s 
lofty Ideals into practice to affect change on 
a level greater than going vegan and 
neglecting personal hygiene, while at the 
same time, pointing a finger at the punks 
for being apathetic and full of shit, this finger 
being largely pointed at myself. Punks have 
accomplished very little besides setting up 
networks of DIY touring contacts and record 
labels or distros; in other words, effectively 
setting up small punk businesses, more or 
less. On a personal level, punk has affected 
me immensely and changed my life and my 
outlook on it in a lot of positive ways. 
However, given that almost any change I 
have seen affected by punk (punks) has 
been strictly personal, and given the 
incredibly alienating reality of the punk scene 
in general, in order for punks to significantly 
affect change on any broader social level, a 
lot is going to have to change, especially 
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with punk becoming increasingly 
commercialized and annexed by the 
mainstream, and less and less bands (and 
punks!) who actually say anything or care 
about anything or communicate at all about 
anything not regarding (the sale of) records. 
I have a friend who literally talks about 
nothing but bands! I feel that punk, in and of 
itself is not a step towards social change so 
much as a bunch of angry jackass boys 
spouting rhetoric (if that, even!) at each 
other, and dispelling their sexual tensions 
by taking off their shirts and playing king of 
the pit. I think that at present, punk fails as 
a mechanism for social change, but I still 
believe (for some reason) that it could 
becdme something more meaningful and 
effective than at present, and maybe all it 
would take is for punks to start taking 
themselves seriously. 

Dave: Yeah, and to add something to what 
Mike said about change with punks usually 
being personal (or lifestyle) change, we need 
to consider that this reflects a trait that widely 
represents North Americans in general: self¬ 
absorption, privilege to stare at ones own 
naval and whatnot. In a self absorbed and 
selfish culture, change means stepping 
outside of yourself. 

Nancy: Capitalism is a disease which will 
infect just about anything, and punk is no 
exception. Going to a show at a DIY space 
and paying 5$ could be considered 
capitalism, yet the money generated at the 
door is divided up between bands and the 
space, so no one is actually getting rich but 
continuing something that a lot of people 
enjoy. I think it depends on the motives 
people have, some are only concerned with 
setting up big shows that will have big draws, 
compared with those putting on shows for 
lesser known bands simply out of love for 
punk music and meeting new people. I met 
so many great people on tour and 
experienced their sincerity. Punk is definitely 
something more for me. 

PE: You have plans for an upcoming tour 
and a full-length release coming out on 
Profane Existence Records. Where and 
when do you plan to tour next? 

Dave: Our first show of our European tour 
is on February 27th in Paris with LA 
FRACTION. We’re doing around 60 shows 
in France, Spain, Portugal, Italy, 
Switzerland, Czech, Austria, Slovakia, 
Poland, Denmark, Sweden, Norway, 
Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, 


Germany, Holland and Belgium (more or 
less in that order). Also in the works for 2005 
is another full U.S. tour, maybe in October/ 
November. Also we have a new ep from the 
Numb Again recording with 4 unreleased 
songs coming out on Stonehenge records 
(probably out by the time you’re reading 
this), a song on a 4x7" anti-sexism comp 
box set also on Stonehenge (w/LA 
FRACTION, JUGGLING JUGULARS, 
ABDUCTEE S.D., lots of rad bands that I 
cant remember offhand), and a song on a 
Slug and Lettuce benefit CD as well. 

Mike: Actually, for next fall we were talking 
about trading Cupcakes (Adam) for a sled, 
trading the van for a good dog team, making 
some nice, warm parkas out of Dave and 
traversing the icy tundra of the Canadian 
North by land and touring to Nome, Alaska, 
just Nancy, Spoke, and I, where we would 
then stow away on a barge crossing the 
Bering Strait and continue touring into 
Siberia. I hear it’s lovely that time of year. 
Dave would make the best jackets because 
he’s got lots of hair and the most tattoos. 

PE: For the LP, you spent two weeks in 
the recording studio, while most punk 
bands spend perhaps 2 or 3 days in the 
studio. Do you feel all of this effort is 
justified by in the final product? How do 
you feel the LP differs from your 7"? 
Dave: Well... we actually had 9 days, and the 
majority of them were 6 hour days, so its not 
as insane as it seems. But basically some 
friends of ours cut us a deal on a 2-week 
block of time at a studio in Montreal owned 
by people from GODSPEED YOU BLACK 
EMPEROR, which we split with 
COMPLICATIONS (a new and great band 
featuring Pete and Francis from BORN DEAD 
ICONS, check them out). So they got 5 days 
and we got 9. But yeah, it’s a long time for a 
punk band. I guess we weren’t entirely 
satisfied with our 1st EP. It wasn’t recorded 
“live” (us all playing in the same room) or 
analog and we felt that it didn’t have a certain 
“raw” element, and the tape saturation that 
comes from analog (tape) recordings wasn’t 
there.... we felt it didn’t do us justice. I don’t 
think it sucks but it’s not what we were hoping 
for. Anyway, since we were offered the time 
for cheap in a good studio with an awesome 
sound engineer who is also a friend of ours, 
we figured we’d take our time and make use 
of such a valuable opportunity and try to 
make an album that we’d be happy with in 
as many ways as possible. 


Nancy: Plus there was a pinball machine and 
an espresso machine to distract us quite 
often. 

Spoke: We were lucky enough to have Mark 
Lawson & Alden help us out and we booked 
time at Hotel 2 Tango (the studio Dave 
mentioned above). Those days were really 
good. We take our music very seriously, it’s 
the #1 priority in our lives right now and we 
wanted to put as much as we could into this 
recording. It’s such a different way of 
experiencing the music as compared to 
playing a show. It’s the time to dissect 
everything and see where the strong & weak 
points are. It can really help a band evolve. 
I like recording. I don’t’ even feel like it’s all 
about the final product because so much of 
it is about what happens in the process. I 
think the LP differs from the 7" in that we 
were more comfortable with recording this 
time. 

Mike: Actually, we only spent 7 or 8 days in 
the studio I think, 2 of which were spent 
mixing, playing with the cat, and eating 
chana samosas. I think that the LP sounds 
way better than the 7" does, both in terms 
of the mixing and the overall quality of sound 
in general. Mark and Alden did a really good 
job and were awesome to work with. I’m so 
glad we recorded with them, not only 
because they’re old friends, but also 
because they both have (to varying extents) 
an idea of my musical history and what kind 
of things I was influenced by and what kind 
of sounds we would be going for. Alden was 
especially valuable as an objective listener, 
and I trust his musical opinions more than 
probably anyone else’s. 

PE: Is there anything else you would like 
to add? 

Mike: CVHC forever! Also: Les Angles Morts 

are awesome! 

Spoke: I’d probably just quote NIRVANA or 
something so whatever, nevermind. 

Nancy: Awesome bands in Montreal:- 
AFTER THE BOMBS, COMPLICATIONS, 
C.C.S.S, BORN DEAD ICONS is up and 
running again and of course INEPSY. And I 
love Moka! 

Adam: “We walk in fear and trepidation 
through the rows of dead . . . and the only 
weapons we’ve got are our hope and fragile 
love.” 

Dave: Up the punks. 

If you want to contact... 

Ballast/PO Box 64/station “c”/ Montreal,QC/ 
H2L-4J7 / Canada / ballastmtl @ hotmail.com 








































































































































































AVSKUM have been an 
on-and-off fixture of 
the Swedish punk move¬ 
ment since the early 
1980*s. The past six 
years have been the 
most active for the 
band, with three new 
full length releases,, 
With each new one, 
AVSKUM build on their 
d-beat heritage, 
improving even more on 
an already powerful 
take on the classic 
"DISCHARGE Sound". 
AVSKUM were 
interviewed for 
Profane Existence by 
Jannick Langlais. 


PE: How long has the band 
has been together? And have 
you ever changed members? 
Avskum: We formed the band in 82 
with the following line up: 
Gunnar-voc, Nisse -guitar, Pyri- 
drums, H&kan-bass. Nisse left the 
band somewhere around 84-85 and 
was replaced by Carlen. After that 
we started to play some kind of 
useless shit metal so in 88 we 
all had enough of it so we gave 
it all up. In 94 we were asked to 
give out a compilation record so 
we (Gunnar,H&kan and Pyri) wrote 
a new song for that record and 
after that we really wanted to 
get into the crust movement again 
so we reformed Avskum with the 
following line up: Gunnar-voc, 
H&kan guitar, Pyri-drums, George 
-bass, Hennke -guitar. So this 
is the actually line up accept 
Hennke who left the band 2000. 

PE: How's the punk scene 
in Sweden in general? Are 
there a lot of places to 
play? What kind of places 


are they- bars, youth 
centers, etc? 

Avskum: There's a lot of good 
bands but not too many good places 
to play in. In Stockholm there's 
a couple of god clubs and of course 
the punk house Fullersta, I really 
love that place, with a big bar 
in the living room and the gig 
room in an old claustrophobic 
garage. There's a DIY organization 
called Spat in my hometown 
Goteborg, they arrange a lot of 
good gigs but haven't a place of 
their own yet. There's some DIY 
clubs and organizations in the 
countryside but I'm not really 
updated about those places. I 
think the Swedish punks can be a 
riotous audience, especially in 
Sthlm, I used to live there but I 
didn't like the mentality in that 
shit hole but Avskum has done some 
of their best gigs there. I really 
wish we could have places like 
the Blitz in Oslo or Ungdomshuset 
in Copenhagen. Big punk houses 
with a lot of activities. 

PE: For being in the punk 
scene for 20 years, what 
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do you think was the major 
changes in the scene from 
then to nowadays? What are 
the positive and negative 
aspects? 

Avskum: I think there was more 
people involved in the punk scene 
20 years ago, especially in the 
countryside, crust punk was almost 
a peasant movement in Sweden, (he 
he he), there was a lot of good 
festivals in the country side and 
the best bands came from the deep 
woods and the high mountains, I'm 
not sure that's the case today, 
but I really hope so. Of course 
that was an interesting time, we 
really felt that we were a part 
of creating a completely new kind 
of music together with bands like 
HEAD CLEANERS, MOB 47, ANTI CIMEX 
and bands like that, and the 
commercial media had lost its 
interests about the punk scene 
so we really felt that it was our 
own movement. Today I think the 
punk organizations are better 
organized and there's a lot of 
good international networking, 
that's very cool indeed. I think 
there are more women and more 
feminists involved in the scene 
today and I'm really grateful for 
that cause I think that is the 
reason why we have gotten rid of 
a lot of rock n roll macho bullshit 
attitudes. I hope that the punk 
movement in the future will be 
more about political activism. For 
me punk will always be a 
revolutionary grassroots movement 
that will fight for the rights 
for the fucked up people, that 
will fight against global 
capitalism (the master and slave 
system), racism and sexism. 1 
think the time has come for us to 
get into some serious action 
before we explode cause of all 
our hatred or we drink ourselves 
to death. * * 

PE: What are the main 
issues you had to face and 
deal with being punk for 
all those years in Sweden? 

Avskums Being a punk for me is a 
lot about reading literature, 
watching films, and checking out 
alternative or independent media 
about the situation in our world 
and in our society, to gather 
inspiration to write lyrics, or 
to get involved in political 
movements. The big problem is how 
to coop with all the shit you see 
and hear, how to channel all 
you're anger so it doesn't poison 
you. 

PE: I've noticed that 
there's quite a few punk 
bands in Scandinavia that 


are kind of "in" the black 
metal scene? What do you 
think about that? 

Avskum: Fine by me. You can put 
whatever you want into your own 
music. I think there have always 
been metal influences in the crust 
punk since Motorhead. Personally 
I didn't like the shit bands like 
ENGLISH DOGS, GBH and DISCHARGE 
did in the mid 80s. They seamed 
to get lost in the fucking metal 
swamp and we did fucking follow. 
The metal- kids today really know 
how to put anger in their music 
and I'm quite impressed by that, 
often cool music to pogo too.... 

PE) Sweden is known for being 
one of the most ecologically 
and environmentally sound 
countries. Did Sweden sign the 
KYOTO project to reduce 
emissions of greenhouse gas? 
Do you think it J s too late? 
What are your views and 
opinions on the subject? 
Avskum) Yes Sweden signed it, and 
now when even Russia has signed 
it there is an agreement, and 
that's at least something isn't 
it. Sweden is also a good ass 
kisser on the powerful nations 
in the world, but I really hope 
that Sweden as a small and quite 
rich country could be an example 
for other countries and follow 
the agreement but I guess that 
the mighty businessmen in Sweden 
don't agree. The big problem with 
the whole project is how to get 
the industry to follow, I mean 
business fascists always talk 
about profit and they don't seem 
to care too much about 
responsibility for our one and 

only earth_I don't think it's 

too late but we have to change 
the way we're living NOW (!!!!), 
at least the citizens in the fat 
western world. 

' 

PE) Do you think the Bush 
administration can have a 
negative influence on 
Sweden as for supporting 
war on terrorism? 

Avskum) War on terrorism, that's 
what they call it. Isn't the Bush 
administration for the moment the 
number one terrorist-organisation 
on earth? Sweden didn't send 
troops to Iraq or Afghanistan so 
for the moment I'm not to worry 
about our situation, but in a 
longer perspective, yes_. I think 
that USA foreign politics always 
has been built on terror 
activities and war and after the 
end of the cold war nobody seems 
to be in a position to do anything 
about it. The Clinton 
administration showed everyone 


that the U. S. A. doesn't give a 
shit about international 
agreements when they started to 
bomb Serbia, and the Bush 
administration follows, and will 
continue to head in the same 
direction too. This is indeed a 
perfect situation for countries 
like China, Russia and of course 
Israel to go on with their wars 
and occupations cause no country 
seems to be in the position to do 
anything about it. For me it 
doesn't seem so strange that some 
organizations look at Sweden as 
future target cause of the Western 
world oppression of poor 
countries. I mean our welfare is 
based on other peoples hunger, 
our companies steal and destroy 
their land and force the people 
into slums and into jobs that look 
pretty much like slavery, our 
banks lend them money and make 
sure that they never will be able 
to pay back everything just to 
keep them on their knees. It's 
like a colonization over and over 
again which creates corruption, 
poverty and in the end civil wars 
for already poor countries. Europe 
looks, for the moment, pretty much 
like a fortress, we're building 
walls to protect ourselves from 
the people that try to escape from 
the hell on earth that we've been 
part of creating...so in the end 
why shouldn't some revolutionary 
groups look at Sweden as a 
oppressor, because in many ways 
we are. 

PE: How are gun policies 
and gun control in Sweden? 

Avskum: You have to have a license 
to buy a gun of course. People in 
Sweden buy guns for hunting, not 
many carry a gun when they' re out 
on the streets, of course there's 
illegal weapons among gangsters 
and perhaps some rich parasites 
have arms to protect their private 
properties and shit like that but 
I don't think it's a big problem 
in Sweden. 

PE: Scandinavia has not yet 
joined the "Euro", but do 
you think Sweden will soon 
follow? What do you think 
about "United European 
Nations" is it really 
working as they've been 
saying its been working? 
And whom do you think it 
profits? 

Avskum: Finland already has the 
Euro and they' re a part of 
Scandinavia. The Swedish people 
vote against it, and that was a 
big pain in the ass for the big 
established parties on the left 
wing and for the social democrats. 
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The Swedish people already seem 
very disappointed with our 
membership in EU so I think that 
was the last time we voted about 
any EU question cause the 
politicians didn't get the answer 
that they asked for. For me it's 
just another big business project 
for the mighty businessmen and 
the mighty politicians. Democracy 
will of course be weakened for 
the poor, small or weak groups in 
those countries. Isn' t that what 
it's all about to strengthen the 
power for those who already have 
it all? I believe in open borders 
but not just for the wealthy and 
the rich people in the wealthy 
and rich countries. While we're 
opening up the borders inside the 
EU were closing the door to the 
rest of the world. 


PE: Do you tour a lot? Do 
you have any touring plans 
in sight? 

Avskum: No, not at all really. Ue 
used to do 3-5 gigs a year, all 
in Scandinavia. This year we have 
done 5 short tours (Germany, 
England, Scotland) so this has 
been a quite intensive year for 
us, lazy fat old men, and after 
22 years we have played our first 
gigs outside Scandinavia. Can you 
imagine that!! 


PE: Do you have any 

releases coming out soon 
or are you planning to# 
record new songs? 

Avskum: To start with we' re going 
into a period when we are going 
to write new songs. Ue have a lot 
of unfinished new ideas so we're 
really looking forward to that...I 
hope we're going to do a few old 
style songs, with influences from 
our first EP, and I hope we will 
do some really fast songs cause I 
think were a bit of a mid-tempo 
band, so I really miss a couple 
of really fast songs from us. Yes 
we want to release a new and 
hopefully better record than 
Punkista. I think that's our best 
record thus far, but I hope we're 
going to do a full length CD and 
a split with you guys (HELLBOUND 
at the time but now it's AFTER 
THE BOMBS). 


PE: Any last words. . . of 
wisdom? Ha!ha! 

Avskum: Fight racism and sexism 
in any form, peace and love and 
international solidarity!!!! 


CONTACT: 

H&kan Tyresten 
Karlagatan 19 
68l 32 Kristinehamn 
SWEDEN 
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ISKRA are one of the few bands 
that defy the stereotypical genres 
of punk rock. Musically they have 
been called death metal more 



often than punk rock, but their 
politics and ideals keep them 
firmly planted in the DIY punk 
camp. Profane Existence was first 
introduced to ISKRA via correspon¬ 
dence with their guitar player Wolf, 
formerly of the band BLACK 
KRONSTADT. After receiving their 
demo in the mail, we were sold on 
the combination of extremely 
political lyrics and ferocious noise, 
and decided to put out their LP on 
Profane Existence. The result is 
one of the most brutal releases 
we've done so far f continuing tar*d 
blow away the unsuspecting... an 
This long-overdue interview 
was conducted by email. -jyJHP 
Read on and bdki 
educated... %qP ifipfll 
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PE: One of the most 


your record has been 
that Iskra play death/ 


u anarcho-punk lyrics. 
^ Where did you come 
up with the idea of 
fusing such political 
lyrics with music that is 
generally reserved for 
songs about sacrificing 
virgins on the altar of 
Satan? 


Scott: I think our collective 


musical influences have a lot 


to do with how Iskra’s songs 


sound since the song-writing 
process is shared between 


members. The lyrical content is 


definitely a departure from the 
traditional metal themes, but we 


are hardly the first metal 


influenced band with political 


grindcore, which has many long 


standing acts who have socially 


conscious messages and arguably 


strong musical ties with old-school 
metal. 

Devin: Anarchism and politics should be 
fused with everything, not just punk. 
Nick: I think that for a long time crust has 
relied heavily on the sounds and styles 
of great pioneering bands like DOOM, 
AMEBIX, VENOM and others. But to keep 
a musical genre alive, and relevant, new 
things need to be introduced, be it 
instruments or styles of music, and 
worked into the parameters, if you will, 
of that type of music. I think that the cold, 
harsh sound that black metal often 
employs in it’s music lends itself quite 
well to the bleak imagery of crust and the 
political lyrics we have. 

Wolf: It seems that whenever one tries 
something a little different there are a 
multitude of reactions. Of course the first 
thing people do is to try and corner the 
style and attach labels. I suppose that, 
in a society where everything is based 
upon consumerism and conformity, this 
is a “normal” reaction. As a band we 


certainly have debates about 


which style a group falls under. This 


activity can be pretty pointless at times. 


On the other hand it helps to develop a 


sense of history as well as a trajectory 


of evolution within your own music. 


The great Russian composer 
Stravinsky once said that “good 


composers don’t copy, they steal, 


and what he meant by that 


statement is that we can only 


develop what we know and 


the more we understand 
the more effective we are 
at building upon rather 
than simply 


replicating 


dynamic 


important 


understand since 


response that 


we absorb and 


information. Once 


this understanding 


is established it is 


possible to create a 


new perspective. There is nothing that 


drops from the sky,” so to speak, 
everything has an origin and I think its 
important to know where you come from 


and where you are going 
Personally, I like to put things into 


kind of historical perspective. I have 


listened to the punk trajectory and see 


anarchist punk music as being authentic. 


That is, it stays relatively true to what 


punk” originally stood for, i.e. against 


the control mechanisms of society, 


governments and such. Not to be 


confused with what is sometimes 
referred to as “mall punk” and you know 
who those bands are. In fact there are 
now many streams of so-called “punk” 
which exist in a multitude of 
environments, most of which serve 
capitalism. The old sound of the original 
punk style was dead a long time ago 
when it fell into the claws of the 
mainstream music industry. The 
members of Crass saw this as far back 
as 1978 and outlined their opinion in the 
song “Punk Is Dead.” Probably due to the 
vast amount of documentation on bands 
such as THE SEX PISTOLS and THE 
CLASH (roughly 90% of mainstream 
literature is on these two bands, the other 
10% is a mishmash of New York and 
California documentation, as well as the 
one on DC Hardcore), many young 
people encounter the “old school” sound 
first. The result is the “unfortunate 
transition to the many mainstream bands 
that now sound punk but are “just 
another cheap product for the 


conamais 
head.” There are 
the anomalies, the odd 
who finds the mainstream 
and then the underground, but I think it’s 
safe to say that most people will stick to 
the more mainstream sound. 

That said, I’ve followed the 
evolution of the anarchist punk 
underground and found that the UK crust 
bands, by crossing 80s black and thrash 
metal with punk, had saved the genre 
from sudden death simply by allowing it 
to evolve. Many people were against this 
metal influence because it was “not 
punk.” In fact this argument is weak since 
punk and metal both came from the same 
place, which of course was rock n’ roll. 
Rock came from blues men and women 
such as Bessie Smith and Robert 
Johnson, and that stuff came from gospel 
churches of the Southern U.S. where the 
kids learned how to play the European 
classical music. Everything is really just 
watered down tonal music (common 
practice classical from Bach to Mahler) 
with various levels of complexity, i.e. jazz 
is more complex than rock because its 
closer to its classical roots then basic 
rock, (until people like Cecil Taylor came 
along!). So there is no real argument, 
metal is just as legitimate. Both metal and 
rock are rooted in working class angst 
and challenge the status quo, just like 
punk. There are certainly no “righteous” 
reasons for choosing one over the other. 
Again the phobia is probably the result 
of the will to conform. 

In any case, metal had come to 
punk and created utterly new directions. 
It was because of this fusing that we have 
Crust, Grind, Anarcho-Thrash, Power- 
violence, Hardcore, Black Crust, 
Crustcore, etc. etc. Punk has become as 
diverse as its original anti-conformity 
stance would have wanted it to. So why 
say it’s either “this” or “that?” There are 
periods and trends of conformity within 
the movement. Without attaching too 
much baggage to it, we just wanted to 
do something different. We are simply 
taking elements of all the music we have 
listened to over the years and revamped 
it into our own style. Having style, 
original style, is very important to me as 
a musician. I can’t play something that 
is a clone of something else. I see no 
point in rewriting a style, especially if 
someone has already done a brilliant job. 

I don’t think we have to list a bunch of 
bands here, Anyone who knows music 
will hear our influences directly, we make 
reference to them constantly, both 
musically and lyrically. 

PE: What are the roots of the highly 
political nature of the band? Where 
do your ideas come from? 

Scott: I try and stay informed about 
current events through various forms of 
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media, and I feel it is important to address 
issues that face individuals in a local and 
global community today rather than 
making generic statements. A portion of 
the time is definitely spent researching 
facts and supporting information so we 
are not making vapid assertions and just 
using emotive language. If someone has 
an opportunity to spread positive 
messages and vital information they 
should take it. 

Wolf: Our ideas come from what we see 
going on around us. In this respect we’re 
not really any different from other topical 
songwriters. We do differ, I think, in the 
delivery of the message. Again it comes 
down to having an original style. As a 
songwriter I try to create something 
worth reading. I consider the reader at 
all times and try to ensure there will be 
something of interest from an alternative 
perspective. Our lyrics can be pretty 
dense at times. It’s not that we want them 
to be “essays” it’s just that in order to 
complete a thought on something 
complex, say US foreign policy in the 
middle east, you have to say more than 
“war sucks.” That is if you are at all 
serious about encouraging thoughtful 
insight. We all know war sucks and we 
all know that there are charred corpses 
and starving children, but do we really 
understand the situation? Since the 
systems which create wars, be they 
capitalist structures, Marxist structures, 
democratic, liberal etc., are never going 
to give us the real story, it’s up to us to 
empower ourselves. I think, by writing 
lyrics which have some depth, we are 
doing our small part, as musicians, in 
discovering the truth and making that 


truth known. We’re not politicians, nor 
are we historians but that doesn’t mean 
we shouldn’t make an attempt at knowing 
what’s going on around us and what we, 
as part of society, are contributing to. Our 
main purpose is to provide music for, and 
to build, a conscious counterculture. I 
don’t really need to state how powerful 
music is as a way of communicating 
ideas. It’s a very effective tool and 
especially useful in reaching the growing 
pool of dispossessed" youth, which is 
where most punks, including ourselves, 
come from. I think we should take it 
seriously and not abuse this power. We 
are not interested in recruiting people for 
the revolution or whatever, we’re not a 
vanguard. We simply want to provide 
truth, and it is through this process that 
we can perhaps convince people to 
search out their own understanding and 
to make their own choices. This is the 
beginning to discovering useful 
alternatives. 

Nick: Today’s political climate has 
created a polarization of ethics. It is no 
longer enough to simply stand by and 
hope for the best. I have seen friends and 
family sued by developers who had 
politicians in their back pocket, paid for 
by drug money. When this type of thing 
is allowed, you have to say something. 

PE: You recently added a female 
singer changing the dynamic of the 
band. How has this lineup change 
worked for the band as a whole? 
How has the sound changed with a 
newer singer? 

Devin: I don’t think the dynamic has 
changed much. Mel lives in a different 


town, which makes rehearsal a little 
difficult, but otherwise it’s great a far as 
I’m concerned. Stylistically, Mel has a 
deeper voice. 

Nick: Mel is a great singer and a fantastic 
person. I think her voice adds a new 
dimension to our sound. The lower more 
gruff voice she has meshes quite well 
with Scott’s black metal shriek, resulting 
in pure vokill terrorism. 

Scott: Originally the band started with 
only 1 vocalist, I think musically having 
two singers is much more interesting and 
makes room for a lot more diverse 
songwriting. That being said, it’s gone 
really well redoing old songs with Mel 
and preparing new songs for future 
releases. 

PE: What other projects have you 
been involved with? How do you feel 
ISKRA is a progression from BLACK 
KRONSTADT? 

Wolf: Besides ISKRA, I’ve been involved 
with CONTEMPT, BLACK KRONSTADT, 
and I played second guitar for 
DESTESTATION on their ‘96 West coast 
tour. I also write music for orchestral 
instruments as one of my occupations. I 
recently completed a tour of Canada with 
the Ensemble Contemporain de Montreal, 
a francophone new music group, who 
performed a work I’d written for ten 
instrumentalists. Within the 
contemporary music scene I keep pretty 
busy fulfilling a number of commitments 
which include commissions and 
composition workshops. 

Personally I don’t see or hear ISKRA 
as a progression of BLACK KRONSTADT. 
BLACK KRONSTADT was simply a 
different band with different musical 
sensibilities, interests and personalities. 
There are similarities and/or differences, 
but these are obvious. One could 
compare and contrast as they would any 
other two bands I guess, but I don’t really 
see the benefit in this activity. I mean, 
don’t we have anything better to do? 
Scott: I spend almost every day making 
music, I play drums and guitars as well 
and I am involved in various local grind 
and black metal projects. I try to work as 
little as possible and concentrate on 
strategies for living cooperatively with 
other local like-minded people. 
Concerning BLACK KRONSTADT, I really 
like their recorded material but honestly 
had not heard them until I met Wolf, after 
I joined ISKRA. I think it’s great when 
people who were into BLACK 
KRONSTADT come out to see what their 
former members are up to these days. 
Devin: I’ve played in bands with Scott, 
Nick, and Jesse before ISKRA. I was 
never in BLACK KRONSTADT so I can’t 
really speak for them. 

PE: Are you all excited to play 
CLITfest next year? What does a 
festival like this mean to you? 

Scott: Personally I am always excited to 
play shows, and I am looking forward to 
CLITFest especially because I feel so 
strongly about women’s rights. We are 
always looking for ways to support and 
involve ourselves in any way we can, and 
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this festival signifies a lot of effort and 
scene solidarity over issues surrounding 
sexism. 

Devin: I find it interesting that anarchists 
run such large scale events. Things like 
C.L.l.T.Fest just don’t happen where 
we re from. 

Wolf: I’m sure it will be a great time. It’s a 
unique opportunity to support our sisters 
in music and see some great bands. I 
think the main idea of the festival, 
supporting women performers in the 
scene, is wonderful and I look forward to 
participating. 

Mel: Events like C.L.l.T.Fest also help to 
educate people. There are workshops on 
sexism and rape, which makes this more 
than just a musical event, it attempts to 
negotiate real problems within our 
society. It will be great for me to meet 
more women actually involved in the 
scene and that are playing in bands. 

PE: Who writes the lyrics? Are they 
primarily written by one member, or 
is it a collective effort? 

Devin: ISKRA is a collective effort. 

PE: What do you do to uphold your 
beliefs in every day life outside of 
your band? What other projects and 
collectives are you involved with? 

Devin: I boycott capitalism by being 
unemployed! I’m involved in anarchist 
groups and am in the process of opening 
an anarchist book/record/info shop. 
Scott: I try to exist with as much 
disregard for lawful authority and 
government interference as possible. 
There are many strategies to not support 
the systems we are ideologically 
opposed to. 

Nick: I try to be conscience of how and 
where I support myself, and what and 
who I’m supporting when I buy things. I 
just basically try to not take part in a 
society that is fucked and doesn’t seem 
very concerned with fixing itself unless 
it provides a nice photo op. 

Mel: I am currently working for a place 
called the Portland Hotel Society who are 
involved and work with the homeless, 
prostitution, drug problems in the lower 
east side of Vancouver. The cafe I work 
at is a complex that includes a dentist 
office, laundromat, and permanent 
housing for the poor. This project offers 



extremely cheap deals for the workers of 
the Portland Society and free service for 
some of the people in the neighborhood. 
The Society actually gives a shit about 
their staff. All and all I really enjoy my 
job, which is rare, and hope to get more 
involved with helping out the prostitutes 
and the women’s shelters which, thanx 
to Gordon Campbell (the BC premiere) 
are few and far between. Also In the past 
years I have organized food and clothing 
drives for the homeless. 

Wolf: I don’t feel that anarchists should 
feel pressure to have to do “anarchist 
activity.” At the same time there is a lot 
of positive anarchism that goes 
unnoticed or is not recognized as 
revolutionary. 

ISKRA are just regular people; we 
go to work, buy food, pay our bills and 
live the same mundane existence within 
our “safe” society as anyone else. The 
difference is that we’re, perhaps, a little 
more sensible, as are most conscious 
people, when it comes to everyday 
interaction with the world. As a result we 
become deviated from the status quo. 
We re not going to be one of those 
workers who gets off saying sexist shit 
to or about women, rather we ll be the 
ones who condemn such stupidities. 
Within various social contexts we’re 
conscious of what we do and say 
because we know that language and 
social behavior is carefully constructed 
and taught by the system we hate. This 
sort of everyday approach is important. 
That’s not to say we’re angels or 
anything! We all say stupid shit 
occasionally or get fed up. The important 
thing is that we make an attempt to be 
aware. 

We try, in our small way, to know 
and understand how things work, i.e. who 
makes decisions and why, the effects of 
issues such as Free Trade, the 
differences between what the leaders tell 
us and what really happens on the street, 
what privatization really means, etc. etc. 
We relay our findings to friends, 
acquaintances, and loved ones by using 
our voices. We present our findings to 
people beyond our immediate reach 
through our band. We rarely “preach” as 
it were, but like to look for truths and 
voice our opinions. This is done for no 
other reason than the hope that other 
people might also begin seeing the truth 
and thinking for themselves. This is how 
alternatives begin to take form. 

It’s important to give yourself credit. 
Know what you do. What makes you 
active? We play music which discusses 
alternative possibilities, we distribute 
radical information within a cultural 
context, some of us are involved in 
various anarchist organizations (we are 
currently participating in the creation of 
a West Coast Anarchist Federation), 
some of us are are currently involved, as 
Devin already pointed out, in the opening 
of an anarchist info shop (the first one 
to appear in Victoria since Sabat! in the 
nineties), some of us do art, we all set up 
shows etc. etc. The same type of activity 
anyone else does really. At the same time 
we don’t feel pressure to do anything! 



Simply being anarchistic involves 
much activity because you have to 
constantly negotiate a society which, 
although on the surface appears well, is 
wrought with anxiety, corruption, and 
sickness. A society hellbent on 
destroying itself as well as the 
environment it is dependent upon, or so 
it seems. Often we are tired and basically 
just live to get by. I totally support anyone 
who goes underground and attempts to 
destabilize the system through militant 
direct action. I hold such life sacrifices 
in high esteem. 

PE: The struggle for Aboriginal 
rights is very strong in the Pacific 
Northwest. Is there any chance for 
this struggle to be joined by and 
with the non-native anarchist 
community? 

Wolf: Yes there is. For reasons of security 
it cannot really be discussed openly, nor 
do I know everything that is going on. 
Lets just say that there is activity and 
communication between anarchists and 
natives in the area. Some members of the 
West Coast Warriors Society, for 
example, have a knowledge of anarchism 
and anarchist history. Some see it as a 
possible solution to coexistence. I 
believe the indigenous writer and 
historian Taiaiake (http:// 
www.taiaiake.com/home/wcws.html) is 
currently writing a book on the subject 
of indigenous anarchism (that is native 
people involved with anarchism), which 
should be a real eye-opener. Of course 
there is a strong history of cooperation 
between anarchists and indigenous 
people. 

Winter Olympics are scheduled to 
happen here in BC. BC is unceded 
territory, that is the land was never 
negotiated through treaty process and 
therefore still belongs, by international 
law, to the first nations.The 2010 Olympic 
agenda particularly effects the Lil’wat, 
Squamish, and Shuswap nations who will 
have to deal first hand with all the 
capitalist bullshit and oppression that 
such an event promotes. It’s very 
complex, but important to keep in mind, 
since there will no doubt be some major 
events taking place over the next five 
years (and beyond) due to the constant 
tension between indigenous peoples and 
the capitalist white agenda. For more 
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information 
you may want to 
check this site out: 

http://users.resist.ca/~wiinimkiikaa/ 
issuel/olympics vancouver.shtml 

I urge anyone who is interested to 
help anyway that they can. There is 
plenty of information on the web and any 
support would be greatly appreciated. At 
least let your neighbor know or 
something! Keeping indigenous struggle 
in the forefront or our consciousness is 
important because when the shit goes 
down we will want to know the real story. 
It is only through knowing the truth that 
we can provide effective support. Media 
demonization is immediate and 
punishing. Often there are collaborators 
within the native ranks (sellout chiefs 
and band councils) which often causes 
a lot of confusion amongst people who 
are not on the ball. Be alert. 

Scott: I think ultimately the Aboriginal 
rights movement in the Pacific 
Northwest and all of Canada share many 
common goals with the anarchists that 
live in the same areas: a simple example 
would be self-sufficiency and autonomy. 
Its seems logical to cooperate to achieve 
these same ends and I hope, as 
opportunities arise to resist our racist 
government’s initiatives of theft from and 
exploitation of Aboriginals, there will be 
support from many nonnative people. 


exist in Canada as well? ' 

How do we deal, as activists, 
punks, concerned humans, with 
this oppression? 

Devin: 54% of Canadians support gay- 
marriage. I think the blatant 
homophobia /discrimination in the 
US and Canada is fucking sick! I 
would assume that at least 54% of A 
Canadians would agree. It’s 
important to note that a high 
percentage of such 
statistics are drawn from mfmWm 
an older population, one M 
which generally 
opposes queer. So wwmgB jm 
such statistics will Jam! 


scientific theories of jjS > 
evolution with Christian 
theories of creation, within 
the public school system). RH 
Rod has said that he IRwHM 
“prefers schools that U^m HI 
have a strong / 
appreciation for the T mm'- 
values of the Christian ’ 'jBb| 
community.” The laws /SI 
against queer folks, which of / JRI 
course stem from the twisted f ft I 
morality of faith based JlJm 
institutions, is, in most / A 
Canadian minds, absolutely / fl 
insane. But lets not get ahead /] 
of ourselves, these views exist • J 
here. They are not as 
noticeable, perhaps due to the 
extreme difference of population A 
(our population is around 30 m 
million, yours is around 300 PI 
million). Most of our Christian y 
fanatics live in the province of / 
Alberta, collectively understood as 
being more “advanced” in its right 


dramatically within 
the next ten to 
twenty years. In 
others words 
the population 
will be younger 
and perhaps 
more accepting. 


(Vancouver, Toronto, and Montreal 
in particular) are extremely accepting and 
have large queer sections within the city 
(gay villages). The province of Alberta, 
on the other hand, seems to be a bit more 
backwards in regards to such issues. 
Ralph Kline, the premiere, has outlawed 
gay marriage provincially. Don’t forget 
that Canada has both a provincial law and 
a federal law, which don’t always 
coincide. 

Wolf: The United States is sort of like 
looking through a crystal ball; whatever 
happens there eventually happens here. 
At least in terms of social adjustment, 
mostly negative. There is immense 
economic pressureand even military 
threats imposed by the US which affects 
our political structure. Sellout scumbag 
politicians (are there any other?) like 
Paul Martin, Ralph Kline, Gordon 
Campbell, etc. are more than happy to 
stick their greasy paws into that 
proverbial shit pie and collect their 
chunk. To the detriment of us all. With 
this in mind such things as the “back to 
creation” movement happening in the 
US, spearheaded by Education Secretary 
Rod Paige, is frightening (it is a major 
debate among many states to replace the 


PE: Your song “Acceptance not 
Tolerance” off your first LP 
addresses homophobia in the US 
and the differences between laws 
regarding same sex marriages in 
the US and Canada. How do most 
people in Canada view the blatant 
homophobia and discrimination 
occurring now in the US? Does this 
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wing agenda, although this filth has now never happen, will solve the AIDS 
spread to the other provinces in a big problem is a figment of his imagination, 
way. Such is the trend right now with the as are most of his ideas, 
neo-liberal takeover of the country. For Scott: I think homophobes are fucked, 
those of you who don’t know, the neo- and am disgusted when I encounter them 

liberals work pretty closely with the neo- in the metal and punk communities, 
cons of the US. We do have a more right 

wing party, The Canadian Alliance, who PE: How is the punk community in 
push for complete US/Canada integration Victoria? Is it separated from the 

and are pretty much identical to the pigs punk community in Vancouver? 

running your country right now. How closely is it tied with the punk 

To even consider a law which circles in Seattle and Portland, or 

dictates sexual orientation is absurd. We does the border create a barrier for 

are against laws, preferring a system of bands? 
morals and ethics, without authoritarian 
structures but with a high level of 
individual responsibility. Our state 
system supports same-sex unions, but 
the very idea of applying laws to such 
choice is backwards. That people have 
the choice, in our minds, is a given. 

Obviously if I had to choose one law over 
the other, in our present situation, there 
would be no question as to which I would 
support. But the root of the problem is 
that we have politicians and 
businessmen dictating how we live our 
lives, and this should not be. I think your 
question is answered by the first lines of 
the song really: 

“Canada has taken steps to redefine the 
laws of marriage. Same sex unions are 
now possible throughout the nation. Yet 
antigay sentiment exists on the streets 
to this day one third of lesbians and gays 
are victims of violent aggression 
In other words the problems that we try 
to hide still exist. We may have gay pride 
parades (complete with corporate 
sponsorship) but beatings and murders 
are still prevalent. The real tragedy with 
antigay legislation, such as that 
proposed by Bush and his gang, is that Mel: There have been more bands, from 

the average ignorant populace believes, the neighboring cities, coming together, 

since the ruling system openly considers performing and generally hanging out. 

queer to be ‘ deviant,” and “criminal” Bands such as BURY WHAT’S DEAD, 

behavior, that its ok to torture and kill NECKBEERD, MASSGRAVE, MEAT OF 

gays and lesbians. Bush obviously MANKIND, CHUCK NORRIS, LIMB FROM 

wants queers dead, it shows in his LIMB, THE ARRESTED etc. There are 

decision making process. For example, others I’m sure. The scenes in both 

one third of the prevention funds in the Victoria and Vancouver are growing quite 

$15 billion AIDS bill signed by Bush are rapidly with people moving here from 

earmarked for abstinence education. other parts of Canada. The weather has 
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(Victoria is a regular stop for anarchist 
artists and lecturers) generally make it 
to their shows and vice-versa. 

Devin: The Victoria punk scene is small, 
but sometimes also really cool. Being on 
an island, we are pretty isolated. Going 
back and forth between the neighboring 
cities can be pretty expensive. We 
generally lose a fair bit of cash playing 
shows over the water. Seattle and 
Portland are pretty disconnected, we’ve 
been a band for two years and have yet 
to perform in these cities. Our premieres 
will be in January during our West coast 
tour. There doesn’t seem to be a lot of 
interest from bands from those cities to 
play here. I hate big city folk and 
Americans any ways! Ha Ha, just kidding. 

PE: What does ISKRA mean? 

Wolf: ISKRA is a Russian word meaning 
“spark” or “light.” For me, its a nice 
sounding word with wonderful 
connotations. Of course it also conjures 
up associations with certain Marxist 
organizations, the famous Leninist paper, 
which shares this title, immediately 
comes to mind. It’s sort of a humorous 
nudge to those people, since we are 
obviously opposed to any Marxist 
ideologies. 

PE: Any future projects/ releases/ 
tours in the works? 

We have a tour down the West coast in 
January, check the Profane site for 
details; we have three splits coming out 
over the next year, one with MORE BAD 
NEWS (Czech), MASSEPE RATION 
(Malaysia), and a 4 way split from 
Vancouver with us, MASSGRAVE, LIMB 
FROM LIMB, and BURY WHAT’S DEAD. 
We are also working towards a Europe 
tour within the next year. Hopefully most 
of these projects will materialize as 
planned. Thanks to Profane Existence for 
the interview. 

Contact via: http://www.iskra.ws 


Again, what’s happens on the streets and a lot to do with this....pussies! Note that 

what happens in the minds of politicians we get very little snow and the weather 

is almost the exact opposite. Bush’s doesn’t have the extremes that other 

belief that sexual abstinence, which will parts of the country do. Unfortunately 

there are not a lot of 
women actively involved 
in the punk scenes here, 



hopefully this will 
change. 

Wolf: We have a lot more 
connection with 

Vancouver than Seattle 
or Portland, although we 
are aware of what bands 
exist in those cities. We 
play Vancouver regularly 
so we know what’s going 
on there, generally.There 
is a lot of interaction with 
shows and such, not so 
much politically. The 
border is a concern but it 
seems that most US 




bands, and anarchists 
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California. Interviewed for Profane 
Existence by Adrienne Droogas. 

PE: You have to start the interview off 
with what happened to BLOWN TO BITS 
on this last tour. 

Patrick: Drum roll, here’s how it goes. We 
were leaving Memphis and driving to 
Baltimore and stopped in Ashville, North 
Carolina because we heard that Hurricane 
Ivan was coming up the coast. It was raining 
so hard that we could barely see and we 
were driving 40 miles per hour*on the 
freeway. We decided to pull over, stop, and 
grab the first cheap motel that we see and 
go crash for the night. We happened to pick 
the one motel that was right next to a creek. 
Eventually, there was a flash flood that night. 
Every car that was in the parking lot, 
including our van with all of our equipment 
in it, got flooded.The water was coming into 
our ground floor room. Within five seconds, 
we had to grab our backpacks and our 
sleeping bags and run up to the second floor 
of the motel because the water was coming 
in that quickly. Within fifteen minutes it was 
around six feet of water. There was no time 
to do anything else. We just had to run. 
There were people waking up with water 
lapping on the edges of their beds. 

Jess: The water was around six and a half 
feet. After the flood, you could see the water 
lines on the bottom floor after the water had 
gone down. 

Patrick: There was no dry wall left on the 
lower floors at all. The night of the flood, we 
were watching the water coming further and 
further up. We were worried that it was going 
to reach the second floor. 

PE: Were you guys watching your van get 
washed away? 

Nick: It was so laden with all the equipment 


the dash. 

Patrick: Jess and I were standing on the edge 
of the balcony and just saying “Noodof Then, 
we thought “Holy fuck” because the water 
just kept coming up and we started to fear 
for our lives. We were scared. Then, some 
firefighter appears on the roof above us. It 
was weird cause we kept wondering how he 
got up there. The firefighter was wondering 
if there was anyway to get people up on the 
roof but there was just no way. You could 
have climbed upon the railing, but if anyone 
had slipped...there was this giant drainage 
culvert at the end of this creek filtering 
underneath this bridge and it was around a 
four foot pipe and all of this water was trying 
to go in and if anyone had fallen into it, the 
water was moving so fast that you Would 
have gotten sucked into that and been dead. 
Nick: All of the water and all of the 
branches...you should have seen all of the 
crap that was floating. Tires and cars... 
Patrick: A fucking Lincoln... 

Nick: Oh yeah, all of this random stuff flowing 
down and you’re wondering “Where did that 
come from?” and it’s all going into this 
culvert. M ' 

Patrick: The Sheriff and the rescue 
personnel are across the creek and it had 
turned into this big river. It was a rivulet when 
we first came and then it turned into this sea. 
So they’re over there kind of panicking and 
they don’t know what to do and one woman 
is saying that her husband is having a heart 
attack. They actually brought in a powerboat 
and the guy was riding it through the water, 
asking us where the cars were so he could 
navigate through. 

Jess: Our shit got destroyed. Our van was 
ruined. All of our equipment. The ; tour was 
over. We watched our van fill up with water 
and there was nothing we could do. We had 


two days. 

Patrick: The Red Cross shelter was so 
excited to have a “rock” band (everyone 
starts laughing) and we were so much 
weirder looking than anyone else staying 
there. I mean, look at Jess. One woman 
interviewed me for a public radio station and 
she was going to air it later. We were talking 
about the storm and it was going to be one 
of the stories and then someone came from 
the local newspaper. 

PE: How many benefits have you guys 
had so far to help with the loss of the van 
and equipment? 

Patrick: We’ve had four so far and they’ve 
all been great. Just a total testament to the 
Bay Area and the punk scene here. All these 
people came together for us. It was fucking 
awesome. 

Nick: It’s been beyond the bay area. We’ve 
had offers for benefit shows in England. 
Patrick: We’re having one in L.A. next Friday 
and PHOBIA is going to play. And then we 
have one more benefit at the end of January. 
PE: What are the local bands that have 
played some of these benefit shows? 
Jess: DEADFALL. 

Patrick: VOETSEK. 

Nick: ONE IN THE CHAMBER. 

Jess: PAXANE, DYING IN YOUR BEAUTY 
SLEEP. 

Patrick: Yeah, people have really come 
together and it’s just great. 

Jake: I was home by the time this happened, 
I missed it by a day and a half. I went to a 
party that weekend, three days after it 
happened, and I was so surprised by how 
many people knew about what had happened. 
Within a day people already knew. 

Patrick: It was on the Profane Existence 
message board. 

Jake: People were looking at me like I was 
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a ghost. Everyone kept asking me if I was 
alright. Asking me how everyone was doing. 
I explained that I had come back early and 
that the rest of the guys were stranded. 

PE: Within a couple of days rumors were 
running rampant. Nothing bad, but 
people were definitely wondering how 
everyone was doing and what had 
happened. 

Patrick: We got our shit together pretty 
quickly. By the next day, we had reserved a 
U-Haul to pick up the next morning. We 
knew the tour was over. We thought briefly 
that we could continue on, but it was just so 
much money and we had already lost so 
much. We just said “Fuck it, we’ll do it again 
another day.” Hopefully, next summer will be 
nice, but we’ll see. 

Nick: That was one of the worst feelings I’ve 
ever had. Besides family members dying, 
sitting on that second floor watching your 
tour end like that with all your hard work that 
you put into 

this, all the money...it was incredible. What 
are the chances of this happening? 

Jess: It fucked with my head for a while. After 
that happened, it felt like post-traumatic 
stress from that experience. Coming home 
and trying to deal with it. We took around a 
week to get back to Oakland and when we 
got home, it really sunk in. It was weird. 
Patrick: It felt like “What the fuck are we 


doing here? We shouldn’t be here!” I hid until 
October 10th which was the day we were 
supposed to be back. 

Jess: I drank a lot. 

Patrick: I’ll second that. 

Jake: It’s become almost historical now. The 
story of what happened to us is part of the 
books. All we can do is go on as a band. 
Patrick: It was weird how people kept saying 
“Didn’t you check the weather? Why didn’t 
you check the weather? Why’d you drive into 
a hurricane?” 

Jake: Flash floods can happen at any 
moment. 

PE: Yeah, that’s why they’re called 
“flash’floods. It’s not like you guys were 
saying “Ya’ know, there’s a hurricane in 
North Carolina and if we hurry, we can 
catch it!”. 

Patrick: SKIT SYSTEM actually drove right 
through it and they actually made it through, 
they beat the hurricane. They got lucky. I 
don’t know how they did it. They drove right 
through it. We tried to avoid it and we got 
caught. 

Jess: Eight people died in Asheville that 
night. The freeway we were on, the 140, part 
of it fell into a fucking ravine. 

PE: Okay, moving past the tour 
experience, what do you think is going 
to be the impact of George W. Bush being 


reelected? 

Patrick: The Supreme Court. It’s not the next 
four years, it’s the next twenty years, it’s the 
next fifty years. There are two justices who 
are going to be retired in the next four years 
and they’re going to be Bush appointees. 
Women are going to be losing so many 
rights where things like abortion are 
concerned. Religious faith based initiatives 
are going to be put into law. There are going 
to totally rape our constitution and our bill of 
rights. The Supreme Court is going to be 
the most conservative Supreme Court in the 
history of the United States. And that is the 
scariest thing to me, personally. Social 
security...it’s going to be gone.There’s going 
to be nothing left for us. In fifty years, we 
are fucked. Bush’s wild idea of trying to fix 
social security right now is just out of the 
ball park. He wants to privatize it. Put it into 
Wall Street. He wants the private sector to 
take care of their own retirement savings. 
So Joe Blow is going to go to Merill Lynch 
and say “Hey, why don’t you invest my life 
savings for me cuz I want to have enough 
to retire on so here, you do it.” His ideas are 
whacked. These are lasting changes that 
he’s going to be making in the next four 
years. The Supreme Court is going to be 
around... 

Jess: Until they die. 

Patrick: They’ll be around for the next twenty 
years! These people are not going to be 
retiring anytime soon. And it’s scary, scary, 
scary. 

Jess: Fuck, I don’t know what to say. It’s 
going to get bad. It’s fucked up now, it’s 
going to get worse. It’s not as if power was 
going to change hands overnight with this 
last election, and it didn’t happen overnight. 
It was fucked way before any of the Bush 
presidents came into office. It’s all part of 
the big plan. This stuff doesn’t happen 
spontaneously. It’s planned for years and 
years. 

PE I know that most of you guys in the 
band are older, but Jess is 26 and I’ve 
heard that in 2005 the draft is supposed 
to come back and that they’re upping the 
age to 28 which means you would be 
eligible to be drafted. 

Jess: If I got drafted, I have a sailboat and 
I’ll fucking take that out. 

PE: We’ll all be on the shore waving 
good-bye. 

Jess: I’m ready for that shit. Getting a draft 
card doesn’t mean shit. 

Patrick: I heard that they just stiffened the 
borders yesterday or something for Canada 
and Mexico. 

Jess: They don’t want you to get out of this 
country. They don’t want you to leave this 
country. 

Patrick: Do you know how many people left 
this country and went up to Canada after 
this election? There was an exodus of 
people going to Canada. Fuck this shit, I’m 
out. 

Nick: I read an article about how the New 
Zealand consulate received a thousand e- 
mail requests in one day after the election. 
George Bush’s whole faith-based agenda is 
very scary and you look at his record right 
now and all of the money that he’s given to 
these faith-based people are all Christian 
people. Are any Muslims getting it? No. 
Hindu groups? No. No other organizations 
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besides Christians are getting this money. 
Patrick: 55 million Americans did not vote 
for Bush. 

PE: Which brings me to the next 
question, which is, did any of you vote? 

Jake: This is the only time that I felt it was 
necessary since the Reagan years. It’s 
gotten that bad. My friends say it’s not punk 
rock to vote but when it directly effects the 
schools my kid is going to and sports 
programs and I’ve got to vote for the local 
stuff, at least. I know democracy doesn’t 
work, it’s just for the middle class, nothing 
works...so how can you really vote for 
someone. Before, I always lived under the 
radar and had jobs that were tax-free. There 
were no documents on me. I didn’t pay 
taxes. That was totally what I believed 
in...resist and exist. It’s different now that I 
have a kid. 

PE: You exist on a different level. 

Jake: Yeah, and sometimes it’s very tough 
to swallow. 

Nick: I think it’s very important, and Patrick 
agrees with me, that voting locally is very 
important. That’s how you start getting some 
changes. You have to start locally. It’s more 
of a direct way to get change to happen. 
National voting? Man, what a crap shoot that 
is. Locally, I think it’s very important. 

Patrick: Unfortunately, local voting is how 
Republicans are in such power now. They 
started, after the Reagan era, to start losing 
elections so they concentrated on local 
governments and they started to change 
people’s minds locally and it translated so 
much. If you look at a county by county break 
down of what areas used to be democratic 
and what they are now, it’s amazing with the 
change that happened. Like Iowa. 

PE: So who did you vote for? 

Nick: I voted for Kerry. 

Patrick: I voted for Kerry. 

Jake: I feel like California voted Democratic 
so we did our part. 

PE: Now Jess, you didn’t vote. Since you 
didn’t vote, what do you feel that you’re 
doing to affect change? 

Jess: I vote with my wallet, not just once 
every four years. The power is not going to 
change hands by pushing a touch tone 
screen. You gotta vote every single day, you 
gotta be political every single day if you 
really fucking mean it. These guys are and I 
know where their heart is. Politics should 
be a personal thing. It shouldn’t be 
punkvoter.com or any of that bullshit. It 
comes from inside you. 

Patrick: How you live your life. 

Jess: Yeah. You gotta change yourself 
before you can change the rest of the fucking 
world and I’m trying to better myself. I’m not 
gonna fucking vote. I’m a fucking anarchist. 

I don’t just write it on the walls and wear a 
patch. I really fucking do it in my heart. I’m 
not going to participate in a system that I 
have no faith in. 

Patrick: It’s true for Nick and myself that we 
were very much like Jess in our youth and 
when I say youth, I’m not saying that we’re 
all ancient. But ten years ago, I was so 
different. I didn’t believe in voting either. I 
still believe in what Jess is saying to a point, 
but I am really a proponent of local voting 
and this national election was very important 
so I participated in that. It literally feels like 
1984 again when Reagan got re-elected. 


That’s how I feel right now because I lived 
through all of that. What I’m most scared 
about is faith-based initiatives. Indoctrinating 
our children and our schools with 
religion...it’s just going to be so scary. 
They’re going to breed a little Repulican 
Reich like now. This country is so fucked. 
Nick: Bush has said that he has the political 
cache to do anything that he wants now. 
That’s scary. 

Patrick: He’s going to stream roll his agenda 
through. 

PE: I’m curious about how each of you 
got into the punk scene. 

Patrick: I’d have to say that since I was 12 
or 13 I’ve been involved in some way or 


another with the punk scene. I had an older 
sister who took me to shows and so I had a 
really early start because of my older sister 
and her boyfriend. They’d drive me to L.A. 
and drop me off at a SUICIDAL 
TENDENCIES show. 

Jess: 13 years ago I was living in a town 
called Indio and there was nothing out there. 

I always felt like an outsider and didn’t have 
many friends. I heard this music 13 years 
ago and it changed my life. I knew what it 
was about. The music spoke to me. I 
identified. You grow up feeling like a weird 
outsider and this music spoke more then 
words to me. It changed my fucking life. It’s 
the best thing that I’ve got. 

Nick: ’82. My older brother was going to the 
University of Iowa and gave me three mixed 
tapes and told me to listen to them. He 
basically saved me. He said “Listen to these 
tapes now” and instantly, I was hooked. I 
thought “Oh, this is good!” My town was kind 
of cool cuz we had a great independent 
record store and a couple of radio stations 
that were really cool and playing a lot of the 
punk that was coming out at that time. From 
then on, I dove right in. 

Jake: Back when I was growing up, all the 
skaters and punks gravitated towards each 
other. Growing up in Oakland and Berkeley 
my whole life, how could you not get 
involved? I was into speed metal first and 
then I heard a tape of DRI and I thought this 


shit was crazy. Then overnight, I was 
sneaking out to see BAD BRAINS and 
BLACK FLAG. Anything that had to do with 
the underground. Listening to KALX. Skating 
and punk. It was mostly about partying. We 
always intended to go to the shows but then 
we’d find a party or somewhere to skate and 
we’d weigh our options...punk show versus 
skating and girls and partying. It was all 
about just wanting to party with your friends. 

PE: What ways do you feel that the punk 
scene continues to challenge the 
mainstream? 

Nick: The way that punk has been 
mainstreamed means that bands like 
GREEN DAY and RANCID mean nothing. 


Punk is always going to be underground. 
Always. The good stuff. The stuff that comes 
from inside. The shit that is being released 
on major labels doesn’t mean anything. 
That’s where it’s at is the underground. 
Jess: I think that with technology and the 
internet and the popularization of punk 
becoming pop culture and that you can buy 
punk rock at K-Mart...it’s easily accessible. 
But when I grew up, it was hard as shit to 
find. I had to get out of town whenever I could 
to find a Profane Existence or a Maximum 
Rock N Roll or a Flipside. I was hungry for 
it. I needed it. I found it everywhere I could. 

I think that as far as it being more accessible 
to the youth nowadays, I hope that they hear 
the mainstream stuff and that maybe it 
pushes a button and that they say to 
themselves “This isn’t the real shit, I want 
to find the real shit” and that they go out and 
go to real DIY gigs and go to basement 
parties. Mainstream punk rock is going to 
either get kids into it, or they’re going to just 
move onto the next flavor of the month. Go 
back to rap metal or whatever. It’ll weed out 
the kids where it’s not really for them and 
it’s just a trend. Hopefully, it’ll get some new 
kids into it. We need the younger generation 
to keep it going. 

Nick: Cuz I ain’t gonna be here forever! 
Jess: It’s great to see guys that have been 
there for so many years, but it’s good to see 
kids that are 12. I was a stupid kid going 
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“What the fuck is going on? This is too cool 
for me to be here! Let’s just go get drunk!” 
Jake: Remember at the VERBAL ABUSE 
show a couple of weeks ago? I was talking 
with all of my over 40 friends and they were 
all “Man, where did all of these kids come 
from?” and I told them that these are the 
kids that I see at all the shows every 
weekend. It’s bigger now more then ever. 
They were surprised. 

Nick: A lot of the older punks don’t really go 
out and get to many of the shows. Gilman 
Street or (R.I.P.) The Slaughterhouse. It 
takes certain bands to get certain people out 
and then they see what’s going on and they 
see what’s happening now. 

Jake: I think that no matter where you’re 
from, the average kid will go seek it out. If 
you tell a kid not to smoke, then they’re going 
to be attracted to it. They’re going to do what 
they’re not supposed to. 

Jess: It’s human nature. 

Jake: When I was a kid, my Dad was the 
probation officer for the juvenile department 
and he had to file some of my friends and 
he’d tell me to not hang out with certain kids, 
like the Costello Brothers, and of course, 
every chance I’d get, I would go get high 
with them. For better or worse. 

PE: You were talking about the VERBAL 
ABUSE show and how the older punks 
never really come out to shows. What 
keeps you motivated to keep doing this? 

Nick: It keeps me sane. It keeps me happy. 
This is the music that I love to play. 

Patrick: I’d be nuts too if I didn’t play. I really 
like what we’re doing. 

Jake: It saved me when I was in high school. 
PE: So it’s like your release? 

Jake: It’s so much more then that, it’s a 
community. It’s friends that you’re going to 
have for life. 

Jess: It’s family. 

Patrick: This tour really proved more then 
ever just how strong this community is. 

Nick: It’s great having friends all across the 
country. You can go crash at somebodies 
place in Minneapolis or New York or 
wherever. It’s great when you go on the road 
and finally hook up with a buddy that you 
haven’t seen in ten years. It’s awesome. 
Jess: Most of us don’t have family out here 
so it’s nice to go to a show and see familiar 
faces. Friends, hear good music, drink and 
be merry. It’s a family. We’re really fucking 
lucky. And that’s what keeps me going to 
shows. 

Nick: That’s what makes the Bay Area scene 
so great. It’s one of best scenes around. 
Jake: This is something you can do for the 
rest of your life. I’ll be going to shows and 
playing music until I drop. Maybe I won’t be 
able to skate when I’m sixty, but music is 
something you always have. 

PE: Now to segue completely off topic, 
what issues of sexism do you feel that 
men face in our society? 

Patrick: You mean directed at men? 

PE: Yep. We know what issues women 
face, that gets addressed regularly, but 
as men what kind of pressures do you 
feel that you face that should be labeled 
as sexist? 

Patrick: I’m having a really hard time thinking 
of sexist things towards men. There’s those 


stupid commercials where the guy can’t even 
crack an egg or he looks at a piece of 
hamburger and doesn’t know what to do. I 
hate those commercials! It’s like, you can’t 
even cook for yourself? The image of man 
as half needing to be taken care of by women 
perpetuates more of the issues of sexism 
that women face, but they’re trying to make 
you think that the men look bad. You really 
have to read between the lines. 

PE: What about on an emotional level? 
The things that men are allowed to 
express, the way that they’re taught to 
express them. 

Patrick: I’ve heard a lot of women talk about 
not liking to go to hardcore shows... 

Jess: Too much fucking testosterone. Why 
can’t a guy cry? Yeah, I’ve gone to shows 
and if music has really fucking hit me I’ll start 
to cry. I get goose bumps every time I go to 
shows. Or what, I can’t wear make-up? A 
dress to a show? I could. 

Nick: If it’s punk, there shouldn’t be any rules. 
Jess: There’s still tons of sexism, even in 
the punk scene. There’s no perfect fucking 
ulopia. 

Jake: It’s all a microcosm of society. Just like 
in prison, there’s a hierarchy. 



PE: This one is for Jake since he’s a 
parent. What kind of challenges do you 
feel you face trying to raise your child in 
this society? 

Jake: I’m very anti-education, very anti¬ 
institution. If I had the money, I would like to 
home school. The educational system is so 
messed up right now, but I realize that for 
my son to function in society as much as he 
wants to, he should go to school to a certain 
point. Learn the basics. As far as how to 
function in life, just common sense and 
survival skills. He’ll learn that from the older 
folks in his life. All I can really do is live by 
example. I didn’t even teach him to skate, 
it’s just something he wanted to do. You don’t 
want to push anything on a kid. I don’t really 
think of it as challenges, it’s more like 
problems and obstacles. If you were in my 
shoes, it would be a whirlwind of dodging 
and weaving in and out of situations. I spend 
a lot of my time thinking and planning and 
trying to avoid obstacles and situations that 
would be negative for him. It comes down to 
who you surround yourself with. Everything. 
Movies, TV, video games. He’s going to find 
out soon enough. Lord knows, I found out 
way sooner then I needed. But he’s a good 
kid and he won’t have anything to rebel 
against, I don’t think. 


PE: What in your life, so far, is the most 
incredible thing you feel you’ve 
accomplished? 

Nick: Making it to 37 years old. When I was 
18 or 19 I graduated high school with 
absolutely no idea of what was going to 
happen in my future and I still don’t know. I 
live and I do whatever I do to make myself 
happy and make ends meet. So yeah, 
making it this far. That’s an accomplishment. 
Jess: Just making it this long doing what I 
want and having fun and having more 
friends then enemies. Existing. Surviving. 
It’s not easy. I just love to be alive and I’m 
about animal rights and living my life and 
listening to good music and hanging out with 
good people. I have everything I need. As 
long as I’ve got water and oxygen, I don’t 
need anything else. Being happy, healthy, 
and continually trying to evolve in the midst 
of this really fucked up planet. 

Nick: Having respect for humans and the 
world. 

Jess: Yeah. Just enjoying the earth. I was 
at the beach and going on hikes and being 
aware of my surroundings. 

Patrick: Overall, exactly what they said. I 
made it this far and I’ve had a very 
interesting life so far. I put myself through 
college and got a graduate degree. 

Jake: I knew what I was going to say, but 
what was the question? I guess when I was 
younger, I was always a daydreamer so I 
would say that making a lot of my dreams 
come true so far. Being able to travel and 
make music and meeting people in different 
towns who all have the same problems that 
you do. Just making my dreams come true. 
There’s stuff I’ve always wanted to do and 
to have those memories. I feel like I’ve done 
a lot so far in my life and even more then I 
ever hoped for and having a kid sooner then 
I expected. It’s all about making his dreams 
come true too. Teaching him that he can do 
whatever he wants to do too. 

Jess: I’m happy. I think we’re all pretty happy 
dudes which is saying a lot because a lot of 
people are unhappy and it’s up to them to 
change it and make it better. 

Jake: Or hung up on things. 

Jess: Stay positive. 

Patrick: You could go through a whole “the 
world sucks” but it’s like, we all know the 
world sucks. So just weave your way 
through all of your troubles and stay happy. 
Jess: After the flood and all that shit, it was 
easy to get bummed out and into a 
downward spiral, but we’re alive. We’re 
happy to be alive. We’re going to practice 
right now on borrowed equipment and we’re 
going to write a whole LP off of this entire 
experience. We’re stoked. We have our 
positive mental attitude cuz it could be a lot 
worse. Somebody could have died. We’re 
lucky! 

New BLOWN TO BITS/DEATHTOLL split LP 
out this now on Despotic / Yellowdog 
records. Contact despoticpunk@yahoo.com 
for advance orders. 2nd EP, Fuck American 
Xenophobia is available at battlkry@ 
yahoo.com. 1st EP still available at http:// 
www.wethepunx.com 

Check out BLOWN TO BITS Website at 
www.geocities.com/punk_rock_enchilada 
for show dates and pictures 
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„ Featured Artist 




Friends of Kieran Plunkett 
be quick to let point out that he 
is one of the most creative 
persons they have ever met. 
From Halloween costumes to 
caricatures to illustration, 
Kieran has been impressing 
those around him for many 
years. Most of us probably did 
not know of Kieran’s work until 
more recent times, being 
adorned on the numerous 
releases of his band THE 
RESTARTS. Being a part of the 
PE “family” for many years, it 
was only logical to include 
Kieran among our featured 
artists. The interview was 
conducted via email. Cheers to 
Kieran for responding as well as 
providing such a beautiful cover 
for this issue! 


CLOCKWISE FROM TOP RIGHT: 
Placard for Lord Cicel Pub, poster 
from RESTARTS demo, murals from 
Albion Pub, label art for TENSION 
discography CD, self-photo, rat for 
STRYCHNINE. 
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Featured Artist 



P.E.: When we first approached you about 
being featured in PE, you seemed a little 
uneasy about it, due to not having as much 
work in public as the previous featured 
artists. Do you think that the quantity of 
works is more important than the quality? 
Kieran: No of course not, I was just express¬ 
ing a bit of insecurity, I am usually quite criti¬ 
cal of my own work, and when I see extremely 
prolific artists I feel like I should be more pro¬ 
ductive! Quality over quantity is of course 
much more important. Our world is littered 
with shitty mass produced art. 

P.E.: Have you done very much work that 
is not strictly for record covers? Can you 
tell us a little about the murals done in the 
Albion Pub? 

Kieran: Yes I have done alot of different works, 
flyers, birthday cards, some commissions, 
portraits and things like pubs signs (no short¬ 
age of them over these parts).The Albion Pub 


Murals came about from 
when we used to drink 
there. We would do a 
punk night there (dj's 
etc) and frequent gigs. 

The Landlord liked us 
and suggested that I do 
some Murals on the wall 
to reflect the theme of 
the place. After the first 
one was done he then 
suggested doing an¬ 
other one, they were 
both behind the stage and it made sense to 
do a second one to balance it out. Each one 
took about 40 hours to complete and I got 
about £300 for each of them, not to mention 
free drinks all day while I was working, so as 
you could imagine I dragged the 40 hours out 
for weeks and weeks! Soon after they were 
completed the pub ended up being closed 
down (on which I will elaborate in the next 


question) and was converted into a hotel. I 
have now learned to always paint wall murals 
on panels (which can be removed). I did some 
paintings at another pub (The Lord Cecil) 
which were done on small wooden panels, 
and as it happened the couple running the 
pub moved away, (another punk pub bites the 
dust). They ended up selling the paintings to 
some of the locals, which was cool. At least 
someone is still appreciating them. 



P.E.: Can you explain the background 
story behind the “Just Gets Worse” 
cover? 

KIERAN: This ties in with the Albion Pub 
murals...they were almost completed, when 
we had a gig there with SCREAMER, SFA 
(who didnt get to play before the police 
showed up) and THE RESTARTS. Basically 
the landlord had a bit of a violent streak, and 
delt with one of our (drunk) friends in a par¬ 
ticularly vicious manner, he split his face open. 
The paramedics were called and of course 
the police showed up. One thing lead to an¬ 
other and the Stoke Newington Police de¬ 
cided to disperse the crowd by charging us 
and swinging batons. A full on riot scene 
erupted, well not really riot... more like the 
cops just kicking the shit outta people. There 
was too few of us and everyone was pissed 
to the gills. Loads of people got nicked. Some¬ 
one threw a brick and hit a cop in the face 
and the EP cover just kinda summarizes the 
chaos of that night. The punk scene united in 
solidarity and boycotted the pub (due to the 
landlords undefendable use of violence).This 
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It’s a cruel business when, after a glut of bank oiidays, the worker is forced back to reality — Libby Purves, page 18 
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Anarchy 
thugs 
riot in 
Central 
London 


By Adrian tee 
Paul Peachey 
Canal Urrjuart 
and Stewart Tendter 

AN anti-capitalist demonstra¬ 
tion outside the Houses of Par¬ 
liament erupted into violence 
yesterday as activists wrecked 
a restaurant, besieged Down¬ 
ing Street and tooted in the 
Strand. 

As crowds continued to con¬ 
front police last night in spo¬ 
radic skirmishes, Tony Blair 
condemned the “’mindless 
thMSlgefy" of the eco-activists. 

During the demonstrations 
the Cenotaph was daubed 
with paint and Churchills stat¬ 
ue was defaced with left-wing 

e iti and a slice of turf on its 
. Mr Blair said the vandal¬ 
ism was “beyond contempt". 

In an angry statement the 
Prime Minister said: “It is 


parked in the Strand and on 
Waterloo Bridge found them 
smashed by marauding gangs 
up to 100 strong. Today the 
City of Westminster, other lo¬ 
cal authorities and companies 
will begin counting the cost of 
the damage. 

The demonstrations centred 
on a plan to plant seeds and 
saplings in Parliament Square 
and began peacefully enough 
amid hopes by Scotland Yard 
and ministers that the police 
presence would prevent wide¬ 
spread violence and damage. 

But the Yard had intelli¬ 
gence that a hard core of sever¬ 
al hundred protesters was 
bent on using the demonstra¬ 
tion as a cover for hit and run 
attacks, and early in the after 
noon the atmosphere grew in¬ 
creasingly tense. 

Then hundreds of young 
demonstrators. including 



Top aide quits 
with gibe at 
‘loose cannon’ 
Livingstone 


By Reland Watson 

Chief Political Correspondent 

A KEY member of Ken living- 
stone's campaign team has 
quit, saying that the favourite 
to become London mayor is a 
"loose cannon" who cares only 
for himself and threatens the 
capita! with disaster. 

Mark Goddard, the cam¬ 
paign's personnel manager, 
said that he had grown disil¬ 
lusioned with the former 
Greater London Council lead- 
in- after spending six weeks 
working for him. He added 
that there was a view among 
some volunteers that ihc candi¬ 
date was in it for himself and 
took little interest in his team. 

His remarks, in an article 
for The Times, could dent Mr 
Livingstone's runaway tod in 
the polls before voting on 
Thursday. “Of fate I've grown 
worried that he could become 
a danger to London." Mr God¬ 
dard said. The freelance de¬ 
signer volunteered for the cam¬ 
paign the day that the Brent 
East MP announced his inten¬ 
tion of standing as an Inde¬ 
pendent 

Mr Goddard. 34. said that 

Livingstone! 
for the job. 
become disil 
candidate’s ft 

leer staff 



Vm not an 
anti-wpitaiist; I’m 
trying to find Hie guy 
who defected from Ken 


only once dipped below 50 per 
cent, and the last poll suggest¬ 
ed that he was set to win more 
than half the votes cast. 

Mr Goddard said that Mr 
Livingstone was “desperate" 
to achieve the threshold be¬ 
cause it would give him an un¬ 
arguable mandate. "If he gels 
over 50 per cefit I believe he 
will use it to justify everv- 


eventually resulted in the landlord leaving the 
place and the Pub closing down. Over the 
next week I was caught in a difficult situation 
as I really wanted to finish the second mural. 
These were some of the biggest paintings I 
had ever done (9 ft x 14 ft). So I did complete 
it and got paid, but was all in vain as weeks 
later it got shut down, gutted and converted 
to a hotel. 

P.E.: We heard a story that someone got 
into trouble for wearing a t-shirt of your 
“Pig Roast” image. Can you confirm this? 

KIERAN: No, thats not quite right, it’s more 
about Jay from INNERTERRESTRIALS get¬ 
ting nicked on a protest and at the time he 
was wearing the Stokey punks picnic tshirt 
(with the pig roast illustration)...the story was 
how that image does you no favours when in 
police custody, as you would imagine. Jay 
kinda reckoned that him wearing that shirt 
was almost like asking to get nicked. Similar, 
I imagine, to getting nicked wearing a Millions 
of Dead Cops shirt (your just sitting there 
thinking of all the other shirts you could be 
wearing!!). 

P.E.: What brought about the move to Lon¬ 
don from Toronto? Was forming THE RE¬ 


STARTS part of the reason you moved, or 
was it a side affect? 

KIERAN: Well I had lived in London for about 
two years before, moved back to Toronto and 
ended up playing bass in ARMED AND HAM¬ 
MERED. I think I felt a bit isolated in Canada 
and wanted to get around more. I liked the 
freedom of the squat scene in London and 
its close proximity to the rest of Europe. Hav¬ 
ing aquired a rudimentary skill at bass play¬ 
ing, I knew I would like to start something 
band-wise in London. I put the word about, 
and it so happened that Darragh was looking 
to start a band as well. So I guess THE RE¬ 
STARTS was more of a side affect. 

P.E.: Do you think that THE RESTARTS 
were able to successfully reinvigorate an 
older part of the punk movement in Lon¬ 
don and elsewhere? 

KIERAN: I’m not sure, I think we are just 
caught on the cusp of a generation gap. As 
we were part of what you would now call the 
old school scene, but we were just very late 
in starting a band...if that makes any sense. 
People were coming and going in London, 
some had died and alot of the local bands 
met their demise around the time we formed. 
I don’t think WE reinvigorated a part of the 


scene, but we got started around the time that 
alot of new people were getting into punk. 

P.E.: Did you have reservations about 
coming Out about your sexuality in the 
punk scene? Has it affected the subject 
matter of your lyrics and artwork? 

KIERAN: No, it was inevitable and people 
were pretty supportive in general. I think tra¬ 
ditionally, when people come ’out 1 they inevi¬ 
tably disappear off into another scene, but 
with the punk scene being multi-faceted it is 
possible to keep a lot of your straight friends 
and still be actively involved in the scene. 
Homophobia still exists in the scene, but in 
general it is getting better. Ideally it would be 
great when peoples’ sexuality "isn’t" an issue. 
I would say yes it affects my artwork and lyr¬ 
ics, as they are my means of communicating 
my thoughts. With THE RESTARTS we have 
an open platform for all of us in the band, 
queer issues will of course feature in our rep¬ 
ertoire as does anything that is directly af¬ 
fecting our lives. I haven’t produced much 
artwork over the last year, but would like to 
focus on some new projects. 

P.E.: How about your family? Have you 
hidden your sexuality from your 
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showcased queer zombie 
splatter films (made from 
people involved in 
queeruption), a DIY 
silkscreening workshop 
(where people could 
screen their own tshirt, 
instead of 'buying' 
one), multi media art 
show, voku (cheap 
vegan 'peoples 
kitchen') and then of 
course featured an 
array of bands, 
THE FATWAS from 
NDL (all female punk as¬ 
sault), MOSSURHAYA 
(absolute madness 
from Geneva) and our 
selves! It was a great 
weekend. This was 
all topped off with the 
German elec¬ 


tronic 80's music going well into the daybreak 
hours. 

P.E.: Most of your work (that we have seen 
on records, etc.) has a slightly comical, 
caricature-like quality. Do you make art in 
different medium or styles, or is this your 
primary style? 

KIERAN: I would say that is my most instinc¬ 
tive style, I do more realistic styles (when 
painting) and I like to try different things. A 
critic once said I paint like an illustrator, I think 
he was right! It’s a style I co-opted from a 
young age, as me and my friends used to try 
and draw cartoon characters all the time. I 
used to copy a lot from Mad Magazine, which 
influenced me a lot. 

P.E.: Do you ever feature your work in gal¬ 
leries, or is it exclusively for punk rock 
projects? 

KIERAN: No I haven't done the gallery thing 
yet, but would like to at some point, it is some 


daughter? 

KIERAN: My family is fine with it. My daugh¬ 
ter is fully aware (on a need to know basis), 
and processes it in her own childlike logic. 
She is fine with it. There are ongoing debates 
about whether children of gay parents end 
up becoming gay themselves, which I think 
is a load of bollocks, I dont believe you can 
'change' people into being gay, the beneficial 
side of gay parenting is that you are hope¬ 
fully contributing to a more gay positive gen¬ 
eration. Any problems she or I will encounter 
will stem from bigotry from outside sources. 


P.E.: Can you tell us about the Queer punk 
festival in Berlin? DidTHE RESTARTS play 
the festival? 

KIERAN: The Queer Punk Festival was an 
event at the Kopi (Berlin) organised by people 
who fall under the 'queer punk' category. 
People who are primarily punk and happen 
to be queer. Some of the other queer gather¬ 
ings have had issues over the 'punk element' 
within the movement, they either find it too 
male dominated or too macho etc, but these 
sweeping generalisations only prove to fur¬ 
ther isolate people who belong in both cat¬ 
egories. Punk rock is a very chaotic move¬ 
ment, which to me represents a very raw, el¬ 
ementary platform, where new attitudes and 
ideologies can grow from. Although I can un¬ 
derstand when It’s not everyones cup of tea. 
There were discussions in the past about THE 
RESTARTS weren't wanted to play a queer 
event because we weren't an "all queer" band. 
The missing element here is integration, 
people need to be comfortable in their envi¬ 
ronment. It is of course fine to have all queer 
events but I would hope the punk scene can 
become more tolerant of all types of alterna¬ 
tive lifestyles. The Queer Punk party itself 


OPPOSITE: Newspaper coverage of 
controversial “installation” of new 
haircut on Winston Churchill 
statue. 

THIS PAGE: 1996 Stokey Punx 
Picnic flyer and T-shirt artwork. 
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thing I will have to work towards. I have friends 
who are artists and see them as they try to 
get shows etc. It is very easy to get your stuff 
shown in restaurants or trendy coffee shops 
where it is possible to sell your work, but to 
get into reputable galleries is a bit harder. The 
gallery scene is where you have to really 'sell' 
your self, which I despise, hence I dont gravi¬ 
tate towards that scene. I find that I gain sat¬ 
isfaction from the fact that my art can get 
about through record covers and websites, 
so ultimately people get to see it. 

P.E.: Aside from THE RESTARTS, what 
other bands have you done artwork for? 
(Give us a list and help us find them!!) Are 
you interested in doing art for other bands 
if they asked you? 

KIERAN: I haven't done a lot of bands art¬ 
work, so here is what I’ve done to date: 

• ARMED AND HAMMERED - Split EP with 
SUCKERPUNCH 

• HELLSPAWN - ep 

• SUICIDAL SUPERMARKET TROLLEYS 
Shut Up and Drink LP 

• STRYCHNINE - Rat drawing 

•TENSION We hate Destroy CD (Disc print) 

• ASSRASH self titled LP 

• UK SUBS Universal (more of a design job) 
Yes, I am of course interested in doing art¬ 
work for other bands. Particularly if I like them. 

P.E.: You manage THE RESTARTS web 
site... Do you consider the computer a le¬ 
gitimate medium for making art? Or is it 
just a necessary evil? 

KIERAN: I see it as a great way to show off 
your art/music/band etc and think that it has 
done loads for the DIY movement! I think it 
can be used as a tool to make art. I certainly 
use it. I do have a bit of a struggle with it some¬ 
times. It got to the point where I was just do¬ 
ing all my drawing on the computer and 
realised that I needed to get back to pen and 
paper. It also serves as a great tool of dis¬ 
traction!! I wouldn’t agree with the idea that 
computers are evil, I mean telephones can 
be used as tools of evil, that doesn’t make 
the actual telephone evil does it? 


P.E.: Any major future plans? 

KIERAN: Start doing more art for myself in¬ 
stead of always working to deadlines and of 
course THE RESTARTS are working on a 
new album this year and will be touring the 
USA/Canada in late July and August. Info will 
be on our website. 


off a cop when drunk would accumulate large 
numbers of points, where as asking "hey who 
is this?" to a Sex Pistols record would result 
in total loss of points! Very stupid indeed...I 
am pretty sure the name Captain Punk 
stemmed from that concept...god you’re not 
gonna print this are you? I think I’m losing 
punk points by actually admitting to this! 



P.E.: Do people still call you Captain Punk? 
How did that name come about? 

KIERAN: Well, no (well not until you men¬ 
tioned it...you bastard!) I think Pignose came 
up with that one in Toronto, years ago. I think 
only a few people in Toronto use it, and is 
always a source of embarrassment! 

Back then everyone used to 
tally up "punk 
points". Like 
flipping 


Contact: k@plunkart.com 
Visit: www.plunkart.com 
Also: www.restarts.co.uk 

ABOVE: “Cheyenne” & “Ceilidh” 
LEFT: Tattoo art 
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With the release of PE #46, we crossed the milestone of 15 
years of publishing. While the collective withstood a period of 
disorganization during the late 90 s, we are now back on track. 
Starting with this issue, we will finally return to our original 
bimonthly schedule and work towards an even more ambitious 
schedule. Our current membership and volunteer staff 
contains people who have been with us since day one, as well 
as enthusiastic souls who have joined in more recent times. 
The following pages are just a brief overview of Profane 
Existence Magazines from the beginning to present. We hope 
to more closely examine the writings of PE in an updated 
edition of Making Punk a threat Again: Best Cuts of Profane 
Existence as well as a second proposed book containing all of 
the band interviews we have published. THESE ARE NOT FOR 
SALE - please consult our web site for available back issues. 

1 • December 1989-January 1990 
First issue of Profane Existence, with 
international protest news, a retrospective 
look at the 1989 anarchist gathering plus a 
historical look at anarchist thinkers Godwin 
and Proudhon. There are also band 
interviews with DEAD SILENCE, 
DESTROY, and ATAVISTIC, plus scene 
reports from the UK, Mexico, and 
Czechoslovakia. Only 1000 printed. 


2 • February-March 1990 

Issue two brings you the article Revolt 
Against Communism, anarchists of the 
19th century, news highlighting boycotts of 
Coors Beer and the attack on a neighbor¬ 
hood community center in NYC by riot 
cops. There are scene reports from River 
Falls, Wl, Denver, and New York, plus 
interviews with SOFA HEAD and STATE 
OF MIND, in addition to letters, columns, 
and reviews. 

3 • April-May 1990 

Articles on the police murder of an anti¬ 
fascist activist in Germany, Anarchists in 
the Russian Revolution, and American- 
financed death squad murders in El 
Salvador. Band interviews with 
APOCALYPE, CONFRONTATION and 
MEDIA CHILDREN. Also contains the first 
installment of Take Back Your Life: a 
Wimmin's Guide to Alternative Health 
Care. 


4 • June-July 1990 

The Ungovernable Force is Here! Profane 
Issue number four includes a massive 
protest news section, plus articles on 
crime in an anarchist society, pornography, 
censorship and anarchism, Take Back 
Your Life installment two, and a historical 
view on anarcho-syndicalism. There are 
also band interviews with INSURGENCE, 
NUCLEAR ASSAULT, DISTURBED, 
HELLBASTARD, and GLYCINE MAX. 

5 • August-September 1990 

Interviews with POLLUTION CIRCUS, 
HOLOCAUST, CRINGER, John Yates and 
the KAS (the Confederation of Anarcho- 
Syndicalists in the former USSR). Articles 
include a look at the Haymarket tragedy, 
Take Back Your Life Part three on 
Menstruation, a page devoted to 
vegetariansm, and Southern California 
and Wisconsin scene reports. 
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6 • October-November 1990 

Early oil war resistance, the siege of the 
Mohawk Warriors in Quebec, anarchist vs. 
Operation rescue, adventures in Poll Tax 
land, Queer-bashing cops in Montreal, a 
look at Emma Goldman & Alexander 
Berkman and punk fashion tips. Interviews 
with CONFLICT, SINS OF THE FLESH, 
KISMET HARDCORE, DISRUPT, 
CORRUPTED IDEALS, Chris Caggiono, 
Newt from Assault with Intent to Free. 

7 • December 1990 

This issue introduces Bart Simpson on 
the cover as “revolutionary of the year”. 
Inside are pages of echomedia news, 
Italian anarchists, alternative birth control. 
Interviews with bands 01 POLLOI, EXIT 
13, and NEUROSIS, a Hamburg photo 
squat report, info on political prisoners, 
letters, columns, reviews, and the usual 
punk rock mayhem. 

8 • January 1991 

“Anarchy in the UK” issue with interviews 
with F.U.A.L., CHAOS UK, KARMA 
SUTRA, CITIZENS ARREST, Words of 
Warning Records, and The Warzone 
Collective. Articles on the Anarchist Black 
Cross, Hunt Saboteurs, anti-war actions, 
punk travel in the UK, CONTROPOTERE, 
and more. 


9 • March 1991 

Kuwait" Oil War special issue ("At least 
we'll be able to drive to the funeral"). Bring 
the war home : FUCK SHIT UP! Massive 
anti-Oil War features, plus Vancouver 
squats smashed, anarchists in the Mexican 
Revolution. There is also an interview with 
an AWOL Oil War soldier and an AIDS 
education installment of Take Back Your 
Life: A Wimmin's Guide to Alternative 
Health Care. The only issue of Profane 
Existence with no band interviews. 

10 April 1991 

"Self Righteous Bastard" Oil War 
bloodbath aftermath. Features include 
massive reports of squatting and 
resistance in Germany, international anti- 
Oil War resistance, a Dutch scene report, 
individualist anarchism and interviews with 
THE EX and ASBESTOSDEATH. This 
cover inspired a hugely-popular t-shirt 
design and was seen adorning placards at 
protests for years to come. 

11/12 • Autumn 1991 

Interviews with the bands CITIZEN FISH, 
DEPRIVED, ANARCRUST, RORSCHACH, 
Jackie Weltman, Martin Sprouse, and Tim 
Yohannon. Articles on anarchist organizing 
today, fighting gentrification across the 
USA, anarchist networking, scene reports 
from Belgium, South Africa, Australia and 
Los Angeles, fighting the “golf war” and 
more. The center pulls out as a mini 
catalog on one side and poster of the 
cover on the other. About 2000 copies 
came with free flexi records. 
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13 • Early 1992 

The cover for this issue was intended to 
enlighten football fans as to what kind of 
city they were visiting while attending the 
Superbowl that year. Inside are squat 
reports from Germany and Italy, anarchism 
in France, Minneapolis Anti-Racist Action, 
BORN AGAINST, POLITICAL ASYLUM, 
self education primer, and a large section 
focusing on punk and anarchism in the 
Twin Cities. 




14 • May-June 1992 

No Law Can Give You Freedom 
Features include an interview with the first 
female Oil War resistor, a section on 
Queer anarchism, mass marketing of 
punk, and the Spanish Civil War. Also 
includes interviews with the bands 
JONESTOWN and ONE BY ONE, plus 
articles on body piercing, herbal medicine, 
local vegan Indian eats, and a massive 
"From Protest to Resistance" news 
section. 


Book Your Own Fuckin’ Life #1 


An ambitious directory and resource 
for the DIY punk community, with 
region-based listings of DIY bands, 
record labels, venues, zines, and 
other information useful for travelling 
bands of punks. This was an idea and 
compilation of the listings were done 
by Profane Existence Collective, but 
the magazine itself was published by 
Maximumrockandroll, who enlisted 
the help of other collectives for 
several later editions. 


LA Today... Tomorrow the World 



In direct response to the Rodney 
King verdict and ensuing eruption of 
violence, three editors of Profane 
Existence constructed this one-off 
newspaper with alternative coverage 
and analysis from an anarchist and 
anti-racist perspective. 10,000 copies 
hit the streets of Minneapolis within 4 
days and was countrywide within a 
week of the LA pigs’ acquittal. The 
paper’s bluntness was deemed 
threatening by authorities and 
squeamish anarchists alike. 



15 • Summer 1992 

In full effect! Massive coverage and 
analysis of the uprising in Los Angeles, 
Feminist Eclectic Martial Arts, genocide in 
Turkish Kurdistan, a Berlin May Day report, 
Amsterdam squat resistance, a full-page 
Donovan comic, anarchist uprisings in 
Paris of 1871 and 1968, plus interviews 
with the bands SPITBOY and MORAL 
SUCKLING. The cover featured a PE-logo 
clad punk rocker kicking in the windows of 
a McDonalds taken from an actual 
newspaper clipping! 
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16 • September-October 1992 

Although this issue promised “Absolutely 
nothin on the election inside,” the cover 
was wildly popular and the issue sold out 
in just a few weeks. Inside is continued LA 
riot coverage, Peltier and Mohawk Warrior 
updates, collective organizing primer, 

Emma Center, Powderhorn Food Coop, 
artist Lawrence van Abbema, smashing 
automobile culture, a historical look at 
anarchism from the 1950’s to today, herbal 
abortion, homebrewing intro, and the band 
SMUT. 

17 • Columbus Day 1992 

Resisting 500 years of genocide against 
Native peoples, people of color, and 
women. Interviews with LOS CRUDOS, 
CONTROPOTERE, DEMISE, Chris 
Boarts, AIM Patrol, and S.C.A.L.P. (French 
anti-fascist organization). Additional 
articles on Mumiu-Abu-Jamal, police 
violence, the Pie Man strikes again, 
presidential convention actions, and more. 
Yet another issue that sold out just weeks 
after its release and is among the most 
sought-after of all issues. 

18 • December 1992-January 1993 
Reports on racist attacks in Germany, 
Columbus Day resistance, anarchist 
prisoner Kuwasi Balagoon remembered, 
the 1 in 12 Club, DOGMA MUNDISTA, 
SEDITION, firearms primer for anarchists 
and punks, and a special focus on the 
nature of the police state, including such 
beautiful verses of Pig Poetry like, “Being a 
cop is a crime, The lowest of grime, They 
beat you and want you to cry. Cops like to 
kill, It’s the thrust of their will, So why 
should I care if they die?” 

19/20 • Spring 1993 
A massive double issue aimed at stopping 
anti-choice scum Operation Rescue. 
Interviews with a German antifascist, plus 
bands HIATUS and DOGFIGHT. There are 
also extensive articles on the Minnesota 
Eight, jailed Peruvian activists, US 
repression against ALF activists, gardening 
for punx, an anarchist organization article 
focusing on federations, and the classic 
PE essays "Anarchy, Punk and Utopia" 
and "Why the Masses Ain't Asses." 


Hundreds of “extra” posters from PE 
19/20 mysterious made their way into 
the hands of pro-choice activists, who 
used them to decorate the meeting 
places of Operation Rescue. The little 
ditty was inspired 
by the lyrcis of a 
SORE THROAT 
song! 

21 • January-February 1994 

Welcome to 1994 - 5 Year Anniversary 
issue. Interviews with the bands SO MUCH 
HATE, ACID RAIN DANCE, CIVIL 
DISOBEDIENCE, and MISERY. Articles on 
anarchist squatters in Mexico City, Leonard 
Peltier update, Operation Rescue foiled in 
Denver, and a special report on anarchist 
punk in Brazil. 
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22 • Spring 1994 

Non-Leather Bristles, Studs, and 
Chainsaws! Viva Zapata; EZLN and 
Chiapas Revolt, squatter crackdown in the 
UK, anti-fascist on trial in Minneapolis, 
interviews with the bands ARCHBISHOP 
KEBAB, DIRT, and HELLKRUSHER. 
"Pornography for the politically minded!" 


23 * Fall 1994 

Revenge of the Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Punks! Interviews this issue with Zapatista 
Subcommander Marcos, Jon of Active 
Distribution and the bands AMBUSH, 
DEFORMED CONSCIENCE, and TOTAL 
CHAOS. Also contains extensive news and 
protest sections, columns, letters, and 
more. 


24 • January-March 1995 

International Protest Punk Issue. After 
three years of tabloids, PE returns to it's 
original magazine format, and a full 56 
pages too! Interviews this issue include 
the 3-WAY CUM, HEALTH HAZARD and 
GRAUE ZELLEN. Other features include 
an international protest punk section (with 
reports from Japan, Brazil, O.C. 

California, etc.) a feature on squats and 
other liberated zones, and a report from 
Germany's Chaos Days of 1995. 

25 • Summer 1995 

One of the most controversial covers ever 
(but it sold out instantly!). Protest news from 
Germany, Japan, Belgium, UK, Croatia, 
Poland,report on Anarchy in the UK festival, 
On Gogal Boulevard features anarchism in 
Russia and Anti-Racist Action in Poland, 
plus a punk-as-fuck guide to homebrewing. 
Interviews with BATTLE OF DISARM, 
POWER OF IDEA, BLOWNAPART 
BASTARDS, and REGENERACION. 

This is the stuff of legends! 

26 • Fall 1995 

Morbid Dreams of Anarchy: Chaos Days 
issue! Protest news from around the world 
(anti-fascism in the Twin Cities, squatters 
in Athens, anarchos busted robbing banks 
in Greece, and more), including regional 
reports from Germany, France, etc. Band 
interviews with FLEAS AND LICE, 
DEFIANCE, and ASSRASH. Of course 
there is also a massive feature on the 
Chaos Days events of 1995 

27 • Winter 1996 

In-depth interviews with the band STATE 
OF FEAR, as well as Dumpy; dumpster 
diver extraordinaire, world traveler, and 
seeker of the lost anarcho-punk tribes. 
There is also a large protest and 
resistance news section which includes 
reports from squatters in Greece and the 
Czech Republic, a northern Scotland 
scene report, letters, columns, and more. 



28 • Spring 1996 

Contains an interview with the Brazillian 
anarcho-punk band EXECRADORES, an 
extensive Polish scene report, plus 
features an extensive "On Gogol 
Boulevard" section on anarchism in the 
ex-Yugoslav republics. 

29/30 • Winter 1997 

Express Your Outrage! Another massive 
double issue containing interviews with 
ACTIVE MINDS, DISKONTO, SEEIN’ RED 
and SUFFER. Also scene reports from 
Brazil, Portugal, Finland, Chile, & Turkey, 
anarcho-punk protest and resistance news 
from around the globe. There is also a 
feature article on the useless cruelty of 
animal experimentation in AIDS research. 
This also includes the Die Human Race 
Profane Existence and Skuld compilation 
flexi 7" with tracks from ACCION 
MUTANTE, FLEAS AND LICE, LUZIFERS 
MOB, HIATUS, ASSRASH, STATE OF 
FEAR and CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE 



31 • Summer 1997 pt. 1 

Part 1 of Summer 1997 double issue. 
Contains an interview with DETESTA¬ 
TION, articles on the Black Panthers and 
Fifth Street Squat, plus Colombia, 
Venezuela & Sacramento reports. 
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32 • Summer 1997 pt. 2 

Part 2 of Summer 1997 double issue 
contains reports on Chaos Days, Zapatista 
Solidarity Encampment, an Australian 
punk focus with interviews of DREGS OF 
HUMANITY, STAND AGAINST and 
DEGARDE, plus Croatia and Bulgaria 
regional reports. 
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33 • Fall 1997 

The True Face of the New World Order! 
Includes a massive article on the 
Bombshelter "Riot" in Minneapolis, racist, 
rapist cops in NYC, police riots in 
Montreal, plus interviews with the band 
DYSTOPIA and the animal rights student 
group SOAR. 



34 • Winter 1998 

Contains interviews with the Swedish 
anarcho-syndicalist trade union Sveriges 
Arbetares Centralorganisation (questions 
answered by a former member of SVART 
SNO!) and the band SERVITUDE. Also: 
articles on the repression of the anti¬ 
fascist movement in Germany, police 
brutality, world-wide anti-fascist reports, 
and the Anarcho-punk Federation. There 
is also D.I.Y. distro hints, a Peru Scene 
Report and DISKONTO U.S. tour photos. 
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35 • Spring 1998 

Contains interviews with London 
Greenpeace and the bands COPROFILIA, 
INSANE YOUTH, SIN DIOS, and 
UNHINGED.There is also a debate 
between the band BOYCOT and Epitaph 
Records (Europe), plus Ramona Africa 
speaks on Mumia Abu-Jamal, plus other 
articles on the Zapatista response to the 
Acteal Massacre, Solidarity Winter Festival 
Report, and scene reports from Mexico 
and Puerto Rico. 



36 • Summer/Fall 1998 

Interviews with Polish squatters, plus the 
bands ABUSO SONORO, ANTI¬ 
PRODUCT, and A//POLITICAL. There are 
also scene reports from Zaragosa (Spain), 
Tijuana (Mexico), and Montreal (Canada). 
There is also an extensive "Urban 
Olympics" news section with articles about 
fighting fascism in the USA, squat reports 
from Germany, Belgium, and Italy, plus a 
report from anarcho-punks in Mexico City. 

37 • December 1998 

"Final Issue" to be produced before the short¬ 
lived breakup of the Profane Existence 
Collective. This massive issue contains 
interviews with a radical puppeteer from Soot 
Case on Wheels, The Israeli Anarchist 
Federation, and librarians from the Biblioteca 
Social Reconstruir in Mexico City. Interviews 
with the bands DROPDEAD, RIOT/CLONE, 
DIR YASSIN, FORCA MACABRA, RESIST & 
EXIST, and RICANSTUCTION.There is also a 
theoretical piece called "Abolish the White 
Punk" by former editor joel. 



38 • June 2000 

After more than a year a half of silence, 
Profane Existence Magazine has resumed 
publication! Included are news articles on 
"N30" anti WTO actions in Seattle, resistance 
to the OAS in Ontario, Mayday actions in 
Minneapolis, and more. Also; anarchism on 
the internet, an anarchist primer for working in 
coalitions, and a historical piece on the Nazi's 
use of American eugenicist theories to justify 
their policies, plus an interview with AUS- 
ROTTEN, whose sincerity is partially 
responsible for inspiring the return of PE. 



39 * March 2001 

Included are interviews with TRAGEDY 
(nominated for reproduction in the 2001 
Zine Year Book), SHITLIST, and HATE TO 
STATE. Also included are anarcho-punk 
action and news reports from around the 
globe, opinions, letters, and a healthy dose 
of good old in-your-face, anti-authoritarian 
attitude! Our first issue with 20,000 
circulation, published just prior to a 1 year 
hiatus taken for personal reasons and to 
reorganize the PE Collective. 

40 Fall-Winter 2002 

Profane Existence returns to "Making Punk 
a Threat Again" on a quarterly printing 
schedule. This issue has a special feature 
railing against the impending US war 
against Iraq and other "Bush=Shit" 
acitivities. There are also interviews with 
the bands SCORNED, BLEEDING 
KANSAS, and LA MANTRA DE FHIQRIA, 
articles on Christianity and Latino 
immigration. 
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41 • Winter-Spring 2003 

An expanded editorial collective brings 
back the sharp political edge to PE. Inside 
is more coverage of Oil War II follies, 
solidarity actions for occupied Palestine, 
and more. This issue also features 
interviews with the Seward Cafe 
Collective, plus the bands CONTRAVENE 
and R.A.M.B.O. Absolutely NO bullshit- 
just 100% in-your-face anarcho-punk—and 
NO fuckin' apologies! 

42 • Spring-Summer 2003 

How much shock and awe can you take? 
Over 100 explicit, full color images of 
civilian casualties (mainly women and 
children) from the invasion of Iraq, 
showing the so-called "liberation" as no 
more than the barbaric calamity it was. 
There are also numerous eye-witness 
accounts to past and present U.S. 
atrocities - all committed in the name of 
"freedom." This is by far the most somber 
issue of Profane Existence ever, even with 
PROVOKED and SUBHUMANS interviews 
and a huge ex-USSR scene report. 

43 • Summer-Fall 2003 

Summer-Fall 2003 issue. A street-action 
strategy special issue, with a four-page, 
pull-out primer on the all-important "Black 
Bloc." Also included an in-depth article 
detailing why Clear Channel sucks and 
why we should boycott them. There is also 
an interview with Evasion author "Mack," 
opinionated columnists, letters, news, 
reviews, vegan recipes, and more. 

44 • Fall-Winter 2003 

This issue includes interviews with Arise! 
Bookstore and Infoshop Collective as well 
as Wendy-0 Matik on the subject of 
responsible alternative relationships. 

There is also an extensive report from 
RESIST & EXIST on their recent tour of 
Mexico, an article on Coca-Cola's 
murderous exploits in Colombia... 

45 + CD • Spring-Summer 2004 

A new book format with a full 100 pages of 
punk rock politics and music! Interviews 
with PHOBIA, BEHIND ENEMY LINES, 
and GARMONBOZIA. Cover art from 
Marald, who is also the first in our new 
"Featured Artist" section, plus there is a 
massive primer on PUNX vs. SEXISM & 
ABUSE, articles on murders of women in 
Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, prisoner struggles 
in Spain, and more. Also new are feature 
sections entitled By Any MEDIUM 
Necessary, The INjustice System, and 
Naked Maygun’s vegan recipe section. 
Includes a 15 year anniversary CD. 

46 • Fall-Winter 2004 

Interviews this issue are with the bands 
WITCH HUNT, WOLFBRIGADE, THE 
PROFITS and featured artist (this issue's 
cover illustrator) Rob Middleton. There is 
also a massive feature on the first annual 
C.L.l.T. Fest in Minneapolis. The are also 
punk and political reports from Ireland and 
Nepal, an article on the oppression of 
Roma people in the E.E.C.This issue's 
By Any MEDIUM Necessary section takes 
on the attempts to overturn Roe vs. Wade. 
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Spokes Pizza is a collectively 
run pizza restaurant that 
operates out of the Seward 
Cafe three nights per week. In 
addition to serving all 
vegetarian and vegan pizza, 
the offer wheat-free options 
and have live music on 
weekends. They also make 
deliveries on bicycle... No 
matter what the weather! 
Present for Profane Existence 
were Dan, Maygun, and Dre. 
Answering for Spokes are 
Amanda, Rachel, Jon, and KD. 

Another delivery rider named 
Jimmy was present for part of 
the interview. 


PE: So how many people are in the 
collective? 

John: It’s kind of complicated, because 
people aren’t immediately in the collective 
upon getting hired. Right now it takes three 
and a half months of working here before 
you can be approved to be on the collective. 
Right now there are five, plus three other 
people who are waiting to be collective 
members. 

Dan: So there is a certain amount of 
hours they must work before being 
eligible to be part of the decision-making 
process? 

Amanda: After three and a half months we 
evaluate the work that they have done up to 
that point, then decide if we want them to 
be on the collective. 

Rachel: Everyone gets to participate in 
management and the decision-making 
process, but people can’t block decisions 
until they are a member of the collective. 



Dan: So after a certain amount of time is 
it mandatory that you have to join the 
collective or get out? 

Jon: Yeah. 

PE: When did the group decide to open 
a restaurant and when did it start? 

Jon: It officially opened in September of 
2003, but it was an idea that had been in 
the works for many months before that. 
There was a big group that got together to 
talk about different ways to get started. The 
idea that eventually won out was to open a 
few nights a week in the Seward Cafe, 
because it would be the easiest way to get 
started, without having to raise a lot of 
money or get loans. 

PE: Was there an official connection 
between Spokes and Seward Cafe or 
were the people involved in both? 

John: Yeah, Nicolas was and so was Tom 
Pierson, both people who were still working 
at the Seward. 

Maygun: Do you plan to move into your 
own space if things go well? 

Amanda: We’d like to and hopefully we can 
do that some day. 

John: We can’t be open more than three 
days a week here, so it’s pretty difficult for 
us. 

Dan: Why only three days—I thought they 
are only open in mornings? 

John: They have baking shifts and it was 
actually tough to get three days, because 
they had to clear their schedule for us. I’d 
personally like to have beer too. 

Dre: I second that [All: Laughter]! 
Amanda: Luce, across the street, has beer 
too and that doesn’t help us any. 

PE: What was the idea behind having the 
pizza delivered by bicycle? 

Amanda: We didn’t want to use cars, 
because they’re wasteful. 

KD: Also because it’s fun. 

Rachel: A lot of our customers are really 
appreciative that we’re doing it. 

PE: How many delivery riders work each 
night? 

Amanda: Two. 

PE: And how far is your delivery area? 

KD: A little north of Franklin, east to the 
[Mississippi] river, south to Lake Street and 
west to Portland Avenue. 

Amanda: It’s about a three-mile deliver area. 
PE: Do you have special delivery bikes? 
KD: Yes, we have these pimpin’ bikes that 
are pretty sweet. They hold the pizzas in the 
front while we ride. 

PE: Any close calls with cars or say other 
pizza delivery drivers? [All: laughter] 

KD: No, I’ve never really had any close calls 
yet, but you have to be careful though, 
because you don’t want to spill when you’re 
carrying a pizza. With our bikes, the front 
rack and handlebars are really well 
designed, so you do have a lot of control as 
to where you are going. There was one time 
I was getting on the bike, my foot slipped 
and I almost fell off. I had to quick grab the 
pizza before it hit the ground. I totally banged 
up my shins but the pizza was safe. 
[Another delivery rider walks in and starts 
repairing one of the bikes] 

Jimmy: I fell once, but the pizza was totally 
fine. I checked it before I got to the door just 
to be sure. 

KD: People have been really nice to us. 
Even when I get horribly lost and their pizza 
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is a half hour late, because I went to the 
completely wrong part of town. When I finally 
get there it’s like, “I’m so sorry I’m so late.” 
I’m totally expecting them to slam the door 
in my face, but they just say “Whatever” and 
still give me like a $5 tip. That’s pretty cool. 
PE: Do you think you can deliver faster 
by bicycle than a car? 

KD: A lot of places, yes totally. We do a lot 
of deliveries really close by, like less than 
five blocks away. Even in traffic you can get 
to all of our delivery area really quickly. 

PE: How late at night do you deliver? 

KD: Midnight on Thursday and Friday and 1 
[AM] on Saturday night. 

PE: Have you ever had problems with 
people hassling you late at night? 

KD: No, people don’t really fuck with us. We 
do have a couple of cans of pepper spray, 
but we’ve never needed to use them. 

Dre: Well, you can kill someone with one 
of those bikes! 

Jimmy: I killed a shopping cart with this one! 
[Laughter] Should I tell the story about how 
Tom Pierson came up with the idea for 
delivery by bike? 

All: Yeah! 

Jimmy: A couple of years ago the 
Mediterranean deli on the West Bank went 
out of business. So one night shortly after, 
Tom Pierson had been drinking Chartreuse 
at Palmers and then went over to the Hard 
Times. Peter Dodge asked him “So what are 
you going to do where the deli was?” And 
Tom responded [with a slur] “A pizza shop!” 
Then he started talking to other people and 
then this thing happened. So it was 
Chartreuse to blame. 

Dan: Reminds me of the how Extreme 
Noise was started over a drunken bet I 
made one night at the Black Forest Bar... 

Amanda: ...But we’ve definitely developed 
a niche too, by making vegan pizzas and 
wheat-free pizzas. This is something which 
you can’t find everywhere and a lot of people 
appreciate it. 


Maygun: There are a couple of pizza 
places in Minneapolis that specifically 
cater to vegans and vegetarians. Do you 
feel any competition from that? 

Amanda: A lot of customers have said that 
they patronize spokes, because they 
appreciate the fact that we are a collective, 
do bike delivery, that we make it a point to 
buy local and organic ingredients... 

Rachel: We make everything from scratch... 
Amanda: Yeah, and use cooperative 
distributors. Yes, there is competition, but a 
lot of our customers feel really strongly about 
our values and being supportive of our 
community. 

Dan: is there any meat on the menu? 


Amanda: No. 

PE: Where else do you sell Spokes Pizza? 

Amanda: We sell them fresh at North 
Country Coop and we’re trying to get them 
into some of the other coops as well. North 
Country sells them hot in their deli, so people 
can get their fix when we’re not open. 

John: They also have a standing order for 
our first dozen frozen pizzas, whenever we 
get our packaging together. I just need to 
get a hair dryer [laughter]. 

PE: What about the facilities here - are 
you baking in conventional ovens? 
Amanda: Yes, that’s another disadvantage 
of being located in the Seward, because it’s 


We enjoyed the first pizza so much, we ordered 
two more a few nights later. This poor bastard 
braved -15° temperatures delivering pies for a late- 
night layout^ session. 


The photo inset is one of the custom built pizza 
delivery bikes used by some Spokes riders. 
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not set up for making pizzas. I mean we get 
by OK, but it’s also pretty difficult. 

PE: How many ovens do you have to 
work with here? 

Amanda: Two, but we can make four pizzas 
at a time. 

PE: What kind of vegan cheese do you 
use? 

Amanda: We have two kinds, which we 
make ourselves. One is called the “Gold Un- 
Cheese,” which is kind of a melty Cheddar 
like cheese, which is really good. The other 
is made from tofu, nutritional yeast, cashew 
and some other stuff. 

PE: More like a ricotta cheese? 

Amanda: Yes, we just crumble it on top. 
PE:-As far as business goes, do you 
feel that you have an established 
customer base or do you feel like 
you are struggling to survive? 

Rachel: I think we have a very loyal 
customer base, but we really need to 
expand it. There have been a lot of ups 
and downs in business. 

Amanda: The hours kind of hold us 
back too, because like on Saturdays, 
we don’t even open until seven. By that 
time most people have already eaten. 

If we could open even an hour or two 
earlier, it would really help us a lot. 

Rachel: We also have made a point to 
keep our prices as low as possible, 
which I think our customers really 
appreciate. But, because we haven’t 
jacked our prices up like some of the 
other places around town, we aren’t 
seeing as much profit as might be. To 
make up for that, we really need steady 
business all the time in order to balance 
it out. 

PE: In addition to selling food, is the 
live music an essential part of 
Spokes Pizza? 

Rachel: On most weekend nights we 
have entertainment. 

John: Many times it’s the music that 
brings in the biggest crowd. Like last 
weekend we had a really nice jazz 
quartet come in, plus this person who 
was talking about Green Party stuff, so 
it was more like a party atmosphere. 

The weekend before that we had our 
menu unveiling party with ASS and a 
couple of other local bands playing. 

That was huge, with a standing-room 
only kind of crowd. We have to keep it 
acoustic or low-volume, because it is 
a restaurant setting, but it is definitely an 
integral part of what goes on around here. 
Rachel: Between that and the art that is 
displayed on the walls, we try to keep it a 
community space as well as a restaurant. 
PE: What is your relationship with other 
collectives and worker’s cooperatives 
around the area? 

Rachel: We buy a lot of our produce from 
Roots and Fruits, which is a local collective 
distributor in town. We also bought from 
Organic Foods, Inc., which was another local 
collective food distributor, which just recently 
went out of business. We really do our best 
to support other democratic workplaces. We 
obviously have a relationship with the 
Seward Cafe. We also offer discounts to 
members of other collective business, cater 
events, and such. 


PE: Has there been a move to formally 
join the new local collective business 
federation? 

Amanda: So far it’s been more informal than 
anything. But, actually, just today, we 
consensed to join Forward Minnesota, the 
Federation of Workplace Democracies, so 
hopefully we’ll see a more formal network 
being established. 

PE: Can you compete toe-to-toe with the 
mass-market restaurant industry? 

John: Yes, totally. I’m just amazed by how 
many people have told me that we make the 


best pizza that they’ve had in their life. I’m 
sort of bragging but it’s also really cool to 
hear. 

Amanda: We get that all the time. 

John: Yeah, we do. I guess it’s just not the 
same about food that comes from Sysco 
Systems and places that also serve in 
prisons and schools. You know, the giant 
institutional foodstuff is just nasty. I used to 
work at [enter uber-huge sandwich shop 
chain here] and that food is just absolutely 
horrible. The stuff that we’re using is really 
good quality and is probably what our 
customers appreciate first, at least for most 
people. Then there are also people that like 
us because of what our politics are about. 
PE: Does everyone here at Spokes have 
backgrounds in the restaurant business, 
or does Spokes attract workers because 
of your political ideals? 


Amanda: I think that all of the people who 
work here are attracted more for political 
reasons, although most of us have 
backgrounds working in restaurants. 

KD: The politics were definitely a big 
attraction for me, but I also love to cook and 
ride my bicycle too. 

PE: Was it a big switch having to take 
part in the shared management of the 
business as opposed to having a set job? 

Amanda: That’s one thing that is really cool 
about working here. You don’t particularly 
need to have a lot of formal qualifications to 
work here. Most of us just came from 
service jobs. It turns out that everyone 
who has worked here has brought with 
them all sorts of skills that they have 
been developing or would like to 
develop. It seems to have worked 
really well so far and everyone has 
been able to find something they can 
contribute and are interested in 
outside of just doing shitwork for the 
restaurant. 

PE: Do you have a system of 
committees to manage the 
business? 

Amanda: Yes, we have four 
management committees and 
everyone has to be on at least one. 
We also have coordinator positions, 
which have certain responsibilities 
within the collective. 

Rachel: It’s also structured loosely 
enough, so that when someone gets 
hired, or someone finds a new 
interest, then we can re-delegate new 
tasks and shuffle positions, so 
everyone can do something that they 
can enjoy. 

PE: How about volunteer worker 
positions? 

John: No, unless you count paying 
people in Monkey Bucks, but that’s not 
really volunteering, but getting paid in 
pizza. We’ve had people who have 
designed artwork, where we’ve paid 
them with Monkey Bucks, or have 
done food trades, but we don’t really 
have any volunteer positions. 

PE: Are any of you personally 
involved in any of the other 
collectives in Minneapolis? 

Rachel: Yes, I volunteer at Arise and 
have been working with the 
Federation of Workplace 
Democracies. 

John: I also work as the working member 
coordinator at North Country Coop, where I 
met you [Dan]. 

PE: So what is the best pizza you have? 

Amanda: The Peddler is definitely one of the 
most popular and is one of my personal 
favorites. 

PE: What’s on it? 

Amanda: It has pesto, spinach, mushrooms, 
and artichoke hearts. It’s vegan. There are 
also a lot of personal creations that we 
make. 

PE: Does anyone ever call up and say 
“Just send me something good!!?” 

Amanda: Yes, every once in a while... 

Contact Spokes: 
spokespizza @ bikerider.com 


About Spokes: 

At Spokes Pizza Collective, started in 2003, we are 
committed to providing our community with wholesome 
and affordable foods. We also strive to maintain a healthy 
work environment, in which vvc cultivate communication, 
respect and awareness. We foster and support 
participatory democracy, sustainable practices and local self 
reliance, both within our collective and in the community at 
large. We are a member ol the Federation of Workplace 
Democracies Minnesota (FWD MN) which exists to 
promote worker ownership and control of the economy. 
About our crust: 

Our original wheat crust is made widi organic whole wheat 
and organic unbleached white flour from Whole Grain 
Milling. Our other crust is made from the ancient grain, 
spelt, and is perfect for diose who desire a nuttier flavor 
or who are wheat sensitive. 

About our sauce: 

All of the sauces are made in house and are vegan. The 
traditional red sauce uses organic tomatoes and fresh 
organic basil. Made with fresh organic ginger, the ginger 
barbecue sauce is a tangy and sweet option. The white 
sauce is made with organic tofu and fresh organic basil. If 
you’re looking for somediing spicy, try the Megaton. Still 
spicy but on the milder side, the taco sauce is made with 
organic tomato paste and organic apple cider vinegar. Our 
potato/yam mash is blended with roasted garlic and organic 
soy milk. The spicy red is a tasty combination of our 
traditional red and megaton sauces. 

About our toppings: 

All of our fresh produce comes from the Roots and Fruits 
Cooperative. Our vegan crumble is made with local 
Organic Foods tofu and organic parsley. We make and 
season our mock duck in house from scratch. All of our 
salad dressings are Spokes originals and made with fresh 
ingredients. 

About our suppliers: 

Roots and Fruits is a local, democratic, worker-owned 
cooperative. Whole Grain Milling is a family-owned 
company from Welcome, Minnesota. Organic Foods Inc. 

is a local business that specializes in vegetarian foods. 
Organic Valley is a Wisconsin based farmer cooperative. 
About our space: 

Spokes rents from the Seward Cafe, a collectively run, 
worker owned business for over 30 years. 
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Saturday, August 14 th 

Today I drove down to Frankfurt’s 
airport to pick up the guys from BEYOND 
DESCRIPTION. I was really excited to 
meet them because I haven’t seen them 
for a long time. I personally know 
Hideyuki and Yasunari for quite a while 
now and since my visit in Tokyo in 2000 
we re good friends. I rented a big van for 
this tour and promptly drove the wrong 
way at the airport! 

Finally I arrived at the airport hall 
and lots of Japanese people passed 
me...then 4 guys with huge baggage... 
right! That’s them. We went to the van, 
loaded up everything and we went to 
Bielefeld. We talked a bit but very soon 
everyone was asleep. Arriving in 
Bielefeld we directly drove to the “AJZ” 
squat, food was ready and we were 
welcomed very heartily.The AJZ is not a 
real squat now but it was in the 70’s and 
80 s, nowadays it’s private property. Well, 
kinda. I used to spent a lot of time there, 
knowing nearly everyone so it was easy 
to organize the first gig there. So we ate, 
drank a few beers and kept waiting for 
JILTED. 

The BEYOND DESCRIPTION boys 
were real pleased about the food and the 
place but they were also very exhausted 
from the travelling. Then Fulvio of Jilted 
called me up, with my friend Nina we 
picked them up at the meeting point and 
were really surprised how many people 
can drive in two cars. There were 9 in 
total + guitars, cymbals, baggage, etc. 

They followed us to the AJZ and 
were surprised to get pasta for late-lunch 


after they had driven 12 hours from Italy. 
Quite funny.And the party went on to 
early hours and all slept at the AJZ later. 

Sunday, August 15 th 

Doing breakfast at 11 a.m. and 
celebrating that until 1 p.m. During 
breakfast we kept talking and decided to 
do a walk round the city. The Japanese 
guys were excited to see the Castle and 
old part of town and we were joined by 
Fulvio, Rosa and Koro as well. So we 
walked a bit round the town, visited the 
Castle and got back at 5 p.m. 

All was set to make the show and 
after a soundcheck we just had to wait 
for more audience. JILTED opened up 
and I was amazed by their fierce fast 
sound; they played an awesome mix of 
old Italian he with spare parts of 
Japanese sound and fast thrash metal 
sort of stuff. The lyrics were gladly 
screamed in Italian, which I like a lot. The 
audience (about 70 people) enjoyed them 
much and the party went out. At the end 
they did a great version of BLACK 
SABBATH’S Paranoid, a song by Koppa, 
one of their friends who came up from 
Italy,and everyone cheered with them, 
sung along and had a laugh because it 
was so funny and cool. 

Then BEYOND DESCRIPTION took 
over and blew us away with their cool 
sound: clear, but not blurred, and a real 
“wall of guitars” likeness. They did 
almost all new songs from their new 
album, their energy just sprung over and 
we had a good party going even though 
we were just about 70 people. The tour 


started up quite good...BEYOND 
DESCRIPTION went to sleep very fast, 
still tired by the flight I guess and I hung 
out for a bit longer, having few beers, 
kept talking with everyone and then went 
to sleep too. But those Italian people 
knew how to party and celebrated that a 
few hours more. A really a good evening. 

Monday, August 16 th 

Got up early to have a shower, 
talking more about “AJZ” with BEYOND 
DESCRIPTION guys, then we went down 
for breakfast joined by a couple of 
JILTED. Breakfast was a feast, lots of 
good food! We left at 2 p.m. to Potsdam, 
the drive was ok, a bit crowded later on 
the highway. We found the “Archiv,” a 
great place, located in an old factory- 
yard, which is itself a part of an old 
factory from the 19 th century, I guess. We 
arrived in the early afternoon and 
surprise... none of the guys who were in 
the squat knew we would come! 17 
strange people crowded their yard and 
those who live at that place were quite 
irritated. Finally few punks come up, we 
were handed some drinks and showed 
the hall to play; that’s the bar, in some 
dungeon-like cellar with low ceiling. The 
acoustics must be great I thought so 
there we hung out and waited for Laurel 
(Yellow Dog records) to bring the 
equipment. 

The guys of the “Archiv” worried 
about sleeping place, we were so many 
people! They showed us the sleeping 
room upstairs, it was dirty, dusty and torn 
down ,but it was huge so... no problems! 
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The show had been set up at last minute 
so we didn’t expect a lot of people; the 
situation was pretty strange, there were 
a lot of people before BEYOND 
DESCRIPTION started but after the 
soundcheck there were just 30 people 
inside and the rest outside in the court¬ 
yard for some reason or another. But the 
Japanese guys didn’t seem to mind at all 
and they raged and blew those who were 
in the hall away just like on Sunday. I 
taped it all on video for them, the sound 
was clear like I thought it would be. The 
Italians celebrated B.D. a lot but the rest 
of the audience didn’t move at all, very 
sad to see. The same goes for JILTED, 
they played their harsh brand of he and 
we had fun that night too. Even my 
friends Anne and Daniel enjoyed that 
night after joining me for the tour. 

Tuesday, August 17 th 
We celebrated a long breakfast in 
the courtyard, the weather was good and 
we weren’t in a hurry because Berlin was 
not far from Potsdam. We headed for 
Berlin at 2 p.m. followed the Italians 
because they were already been at Kopi 
and they knew the way; we lost each other 
a few times in the city traffic but we 
arrived at Kopi very fast. The place is a 
real squat and the most run-down I ever 
saw. This is great and a real impressive 
place to stay, it’s located at the former 
border to the “eastern” part of Berlin, not 
far from the remaining parts of the Berlin 
wall. We all went to the city center for a 
walk and then headed to Friedricks hair 
to pay a visit to Yellow Dog records store. 
It isn’t easy to gain public attention in 
Berlin, but it’s cool to say we did! Lots of 
crusty Italian punks, 4 Japanese guys and 
me were a real strange group, even for 
Berlin. We stopped to eat something, 
Italians and Japanese too are always 
ready to eat! We took several photos at 
the remains of the Berlin wall on our way 
back to the squat....and we were too late! 
The food was cold and people of the squat 
+ Laurel were waiting for us; we 
apologized immediately because we 
thought the way back would have been 
shorter but wasn’t. Anyway, no problems, 
people at Kopi were so nice and friendly. 



17.8. KQPJ 

I met Lori, one of my best friends and it 
was so nice to see her, I haven’t seen her 
for half a year. I must confess I missed 
most of the show because of her and 
Rossa, her boyfriend from Ireland. But the 
short part I saw was sure great. The Kopi 
was really packed with a lot of punks and 
the mood was good. Yes, I was a bit 
drunk, thanks to Lori and Rossa and I kept 
talking with them in the pub of the place. 
A great evening and a great day, we all 
had lots of fun in Berlin and all went well 
with the gigs, thank to Laurel again for 
the equipment! He organized the shows 
in Potsdam and Berlin and he enjoyed the 
two gigs as well as we did. 

We went to sleep very early after the 
gig except some Italians that continue the 
party for some hours more. I stayed at a 
private place upstairs with BEYOND 
DESCRIPTION, having a long talk with 
everyone before going to sleep and I put 
my earplugs because there were still 40 
punx outside on the yard having a party 
or whatever!! Cheers! 

Wednesday, August 18 th 

The day at the Kopi passed by much 
too fast. This old building may be not 
standing in another 2 years; a big part of 
it was already crumbled away. We sat in 
the pub for breakfast, which was great! 
Lots of bread, fruit juice, jam, cheese, 
coffee, milk, etc. 

I had a long talk with Laurel again 
and we exchanged a few experiences 
about touring, since this is my first one 
ever. Yes, and once again a late start, but 
who cares? Sure we got lost during our 
way out of Berlin but that’s also quite a 
regular laugh for us all. The drive to 
Hamburg was relaxed so far, no heavy 
traffic and nice weather too; it took us 
only 2 and a half hours to arrive near 
Hamburg. Then we stopped at a gas 
station, we asked for the way and found 
the squat very quickly. I was quite 
shocked to find that place located in the 
middle of a hot spot of the chique - in - 
scene of Hamburg. Lots of expensive 
shops and a few hip clubs and 
restaurants are all around. In the midst 


was the run down fasade of the squat 
called “Rote Flora”, originally an old 
theatre from the 19 th century, you can 
only guess that by the outsides. 

That show would be a matinee-like 
show with 5 bands: besides JILTED and 
BEYOND DESCRIPTION were BURIAL, 
ZERSTORT and BOMBENALARM on the 
bill: it promised to be one hell of a night! 
I stayed outside the place to talk with 
some friends and I came inside just in 
time for lunch and the lunch here was the 
best ever tasted! 

The show started up with JILTED, 
who played a furious set to 50 people. No 
“paranoid” this time? Yes, they did it 
again tonight! Those three are really an 
awesome band to watch! Next up were 
ZERSTORT who are from my area as well; 
they play distorted d-beat type he with 
fuzzy guitars and screaming vocals, very 
fine band! I missed BOMBENALARM 
because I had a long conversation 
outside with my friend Micha. I went down 
in the cellar again to see BURIAL. Wow, 
they ripped the place apart in seconds! 
Everyone went crazy, condensating water 
flowed down the walls and the place was 
packed with tons of people. BURIAL’S 
sound is always matching and moving to 
the people. BEYOND DESCRIPTION’S set 
was just the most intense stream of 
energy I witnessed outside of Japan. I 
think Hamburg was one of the best 
evenings of that tour. I went over to my 
ex girl friend’s place to sleep, I was happy 
that I didn’t have to sleep in the van; 
Daniel and Anne joined me, the Japanese 
and Italians went to the ex-HIATUS’ 
drummer’s place to sleep that was near 
to the squat. 

Thursday, August 19 th 

I really enjoyed a hot shower very 
much and a coffee too ,then I was joined 
by everyone in the “Rote Flora”. We 
headed for Muhlheim quite late as we 
supposed to stop in Bielefeld again and 
pick up a part of drumset we’d 
accidentally left there. We arrived at AJZ 
but we couldn’t pick up anything because 
the practice-rooms were closed and 
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home! And a shower and a sleep in my 
own bed. I had lots of fun driving, 
organizing and meeting a lot of nice 
people but it was very exhausting hard 
work too. I need to thank all of JILTED as 
well as all the nice friends who joined in 
on the tour, BEYOND DESCRIPTION and 
all the people who put up with us, all the 
guys of the places, Laurel and a special 
thanks to Nina and Ive for the cooking 
and all the effort at planning this tour! 
Cheers!! 

Knut: lifesblood 88ad@yahoo.de 


of fun and there were no bad shows at 
all, even though the organization was a 
little chaotic and we always had to get 
equipment ready. And it looks like that 
the Japanese will tour Italy this spring 
with JILTED...and with me again! I just 
can’t wait. 


noone with the keys was there...no big 
problem, in Muhlheim we have a 
complete drumset ready so we dropped 
off Daniel and Anne and continued with 
our travel. 

We arrive at “AZ”, a huge place 
located near the trainstation; even 
though we had severe equipment 
problems. I didn’t organized this good 
enough, but we cleared it all up fast. The 
show was small, without many people 
joining in, but the mood was quite good 
so far and since this is the last one of 
the tour both bands did a real good show. 
Jilted went first, with a manic distorted 
bass guitar...great! And once again 
Paranoid with Koppa on vocals! 
Awesome and fun for everyone present. 
Following up were BEYOND 
DESCRIPTION, who played an intense 
gig as always. Later we sat outside with 
the bands’ members and talked the tour 
over, we were all satisfied, for we had lots 


Friday, August 20 th 
Having a last breakfast with the 
remaining Italians, that is JILTED and 
Rosa, we enjoyed it much and I had a 
long talk with Fulvio during that. I didn’t 
have to hurry, the plane will start late to 
bring the 4 guys home to Tokyo. After a 
couple of hours we said bye bye to 
JILTED and I drive to Frankfurt airport. 
We had a last coffee and thanked each 
other for the effort and the fine time we 
had. Driving back to Bielefeld was just 
the shits, heavy traffic, lots of idiots 
drove like maniacs trying to kill 
themselves...! was glad as I reached 


Contact JILTED: c/o Fulvio Dogliotti / C. 
P. 280 /15100 Alessandria / Italy 
angryrec@iol.it 

Contact BEYOND DESCRIPTION: c/o 
Hideyuki Okahara / Ceramica 2#301, 2-1 - 
37Minami Kokubunji, Tokyo 185-0021 
JAPAN 

okahara@pop02.odn.ne.jp / http:// 
wwwl 2.brinkster.com/bdforest 
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By Elokin CaPece 

elokin@gmail.com 

Bush or Kerry, capitalist or communist, 
gay or straight, black or white? Only getting 
two choices on anything should be 
something that raises our inner red alerts. It 
means that we are being offered two 
acceptable choices, two choices that are 
beneficial to someone, but probably not to 
us. 

Add to that list of pairs two more 
choices we rarely ever think about: pads or 
tampons. The current spectrum (if you can 
call it that) of mainstream menstruation 
products that is currently forced on 
adolescent girls all over the world fits that 
description to a T; it represents all of the 
socially acceptable options for menstruating 
women, it is very beneficial to some people, 
but not so beneficial to the women 
themselves. Some of the complaints 
currently leveled at pads and tampons 
include: 

They are bad for the environment. A 

woman who sticks with tampons or pads will 
run through about 16,800 in her lifetime. All 
of those pads and tampons (made out of 
cellulose from soft wood pulp and 35-40,000 
gallons of water per ton of pulp), plus their 
packaging pile up in landfills. 

They contain chemicals like chlorine and 
dioxin. Pads and tampons are bleached to 
make them white. Even though the process 
now used to bleach these products is known 
as “elemental chlorine-free bleaching”, that 
process is named because it is free of 


chlorine gas, not chlorine itself. This chlorine 
gives off minute amounts of a chemical 
called dioxin. The FDA says that these 
amounts are not enough to harm anyone, 
but being that they are exposed to the most 
absorbent orifice of the human body, added 
with the number of pads or tampons a 
woman is likely to use in her lifetime, equals 
something a woman might want to consider 
before buying and using her next pad or 
tampon. 


They are made with shredded rayon 
fibers. These shredded fibers rub up against 
a woman in a pad, but are inside her in a 
tampon. They can cause minute lacerations 
during tampon use and removal. 

They are marketed with sexist, degrading 
advertising. Pad and tampon ads often sell 
themselves as instruments of the women’s 



REUSABLE PADS [image stolen from: http://urban-armor.org] 
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THE KEEPER 

liberation movement. They then turn around 
and tell women they should feel ashamed 
of themselves and their bodies for five to 
seven days a year, because they smell, 
drip, and are bitchy. Their “liberation” would 
have women trying their best to be like men, 
hating the week or so a month when their 
bodies remind them of something that 
makes them different. They tell women they 
should hate their periods, hide any evidence 
of their existence, and try their best to ignore 
them and live out their lives as if they did 
not exist. 

And, maybe worst of all, they cost too 
much. Remember that figure before? The 
average woman buys 16,800 tampons/pads 
in her lifetime. 

So what is so good about tampons 
and pads? Well, they are easy to find and 
purchase, instructions on how to use them 
are everywhere, and you learn about them 
simultaneously with knowledge about your 
cycle. Which means, if you are in the 
business of making pads and tampons, 
you’ve got the market sewn up. 

So what’s a girl who cares about the 
earth, her body, and her pocketbook to do? 
There are actually a large number of 
alternative methods, all of which fall under 
the banner of radical menstruation. These 
alternatives include organic cotton tampons 
and pads, reusable pads, menstrual cups 
(also called keepers or Diva cups), and sea 
sponges. 

Natural Sanitary Pads and Tampons: These 
are by far the alternatives with the easiest 
transition from normal pad and tampon use. 
They are just like regular pads and 
tampons, just made with consumer safety 
in mind (no chlorine, no bleaching, 100% 
organic cotton). They cost a little more, have 
to be special ordered or bought from a 
health food/products store, and get thrown 
out just like regular pads and tampons when 
you are through with them. But, if what you 
are looking for is a safer product not much 
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different from what you are used to, they are 
an excellent choice. 

Places online you can find natural tampons: 
Organic Essentials: 
http://www.organicessentials.com/ 
Natracare: http://www.natracare.com/ 
Terre Femme: http://www.web.net/ 
.terrafemme/about.htm 

Reusable Pads: These wear just like regular 
pads, but then are washed and reused. They 
are associated with none of the negative 
health effects of conventional pads or 
tampons, aren’t thrown out after every use 
(are enviro-friendly), come without the 
degrading advertising, and cost as much as 
you decide they should. They could cost 
nothing (if you make your own from old 
clothing scraps and a pattern from 
Bloodsisters or you could buy reusable pads 
from a ton of creative, reputable distributors. 
Places online you can find reuseable pads: 
Below the Belt: 

http://www.deadletters.biz/belowthebelt/ 

index.html 

Urban Armor: 

http://urban-armor.org/urban-armor/ 

Many Moons: 

http://pacificcoast.net/%7Emanymoons/ 

moons.html 

Gladrags: http://www.gladrags.com/ 
Lunapads: http://www.lunapads.com/ 
Moonpads: 

http://www.moonpads.com.au/ 

Pandora’s Pads: 
http://www.pandorapads.com/ 

Places online you can find patterns for 
making your own pads: 

Bloodsisters offers a printable 3 page 
pamphletwith the lists of materials, patterns 
and easy to follow instructions for how to 
make your own pads: 

http://www.bloodsisters.org/bloodsisters/ 

images/makepads.pdf 

The Keeper: People who try the keeper 
usually either love it or hate it. The cup is 
inserted (like a tampon) and creates a 
suction hold. It absorbs from 1/2 to 1/4 of a 
woman’s flow (depending on how heavy 
your flow is). Some women keep the blood 
and use it for art, or to fertilize plants. The 
keeper is enviro-friendly, has very few health 
risks (a low risk of TSS, low risk of yeast 
infections), is a one-time purchase (usually 
about $20-$35), and lasts for about ten 
years. It takes a while to get used to though, 
and can be messy at first. 

Places online you can find the keeper: 

The Keeper: 

http://www.thekeeperinc.com/ 

DivaCup: http://www.divacup.com/ 

Sea Sponges: Sea sponges work like a 
natural tampon. A string is attached (dental 
floss would work) and the sponge is inserted 
like a tampon would be. They are a little 
more enviro-friendly than regular menstrual 
products (they last for about four months, 




“Great news. But you can’t hear It.” 

This is one of a long line of menstruation 
product ads for products that are 
quieter, smaller, and more discrete. 
Message: This is something you should 
be hiding. 


“A girl can be almost anything. 
One thing she never wants to be 
is on her period. ” 

This is the first in Kotex’s “Maverick” 
ads. The message: Menstruation 
products liberate women from the 
burden that is their period. 


and you can choose companies that harvest 
them in a sustainable way), they are not 
made from rayon and contain no bleach or 
chlorine, are very affordable, and are easy 
to wash out. Since they are harvested form 
the ocean they have their own set of 
chemical pollutants, they absorb everything 
(and can mess up your body’s pH), and they 
can come out when they are too full. 

Places online you can find sea sponges: 
Jade and Pearl: 
http://www.jadeandpearl .com 


Urban Armor: Urban Armor, http://urban- 
armor.org/urban-armor/ 

Editors Note: Go ahead and give it a try! It 
may take a while to find a product you like— 
after all, we’ve been conditioned to beiieve 
we have only a couple mainstream options 
to choose from—but in the end alternative, 
DIY feminine hygiene products are far better 
for you, your wallet, and the environment! 
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The Injustice System 

As told by our comrades behind bars. 


A lot of people find it odd that I correspond on a regular 
basis with a good number of people who are in prison. To 
me, I find that this opinion is odd in itself. While most 
individuals possess varying veiws on incarceration and 
the politics surrounding the (injustice system, I think that 
sometimes one very important aspect gets over-looked; 
the fact that this isn’t just a fairytale or some far off land- 
-it is a reality for over 2.1 million people in the United 
States. There is a prevailent attitude that I see across the 
board (though in varying degrees) amongst all in society- 
-the “out of sight, out of mind” passive acceptance of this 
just being the way things are. This should not be so. In¬ 
deed, incarceration is a very in-depth and complicated is¬ 
sue even when debated about amongst like minded people 
(which many of us know!). However it is something that 
cannot be ignored. I encourage anyone who has spare 
moments in their days to please think about contacting 
any local groups that deal with prisoners such as Anar¬ 
chist Black Cross (ABC which has independent chapters 
all over the world) or check the websites below for more 
listings and get in contact with people behind bars. We 
need to show our comrades that they have our support 
and that the world has not forgotten about them. It is a 
learning, healing and progressive process for all involved. 


For submissions, 
inquiries or other 
write to: 

Kerri 

c/o Profane Existence 
P.O. Box 8722 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 


Additional Prison Concern Information 


Prison Activist Resource Center. 

..www.prisonactivist.org 

Prison Legal News. 

...www.prisonlegalnews.org 

Human Rights Watch. 

..www.hrw.org 

Break The Chains. 

..www.breakthechains.net 

Anarchist Black Cross. 

. .www.anarchistblackcross.org 

Critical Resistence. 

..www.criticalresistence.org 

The Coalition for the Abolition of Prisons., 

...www.noprison.org 

Prison Sucks. 

..www.prisonsucks.com 

Many of these sites have an excellent amount of other website links and other resources. 
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Living in a society that labels and stereo types everything 
from pets to people, where the general point of view is handed 
down from government and popular religion is hardly stimulating 
enough for a free thinking, free willed, intelligent person. 

If my inability to acclimate myself in a society where 
one is subjugated to popular belief makes me an outcast, then 
I bare that label proudly. 

For within this label lies the ability to accrue self 
awareness, to seek spiritual enlightenment, and to break the 
chains that bound you at birth. 

Some people believe that they have to experience pain to 
feel alive, that somehow in this pain lies their truth. But 
pain is not the path of life. It is merely the path to truth. 
And only in finding truth can you experience life. Life as 
it was meant to be. Before religions and governments formed 
to create power and control over others. 

I became a "criminal" when I successfully defended myself 
from those who sought to do me harm. Did my time, got out and 
was re-arrested for possessing an unloaded firearm and because 
of this label I received 15 years to be served in a federal 
penitentiary. 

My 1 ^h g thy sentence is a direct result at a district 
attorneys pathetic attempt at political acclivity and my refusal 
to become "sectary" to his own causes. 

To those people I refused to work for. You did not do 
away with me. My head is hung high, my reflection in the mirror 
is unchanged, my spirit is untouched and my will is strong. 
1*11 m Y time. You'll pay to further my education. I'll 
get out smarter, stronger and more determined than ever. 

In closing, fuck you, I'm still standing. 


SUBMITTED BY: Jeffrey Saltsman FR-35UF~ 
The State Correctional Institution At Greensburg 
RD. #10, Box 10, Route 119 South 
Greensburg, Pennsylvania 15601-8999 
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Scott Servis #377077 
Gatesville, TX 
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hard work&dedication,bottles of psych pills, 

&immeasurable amounts of gin or vodka,I’ve 
graduated.No not from some Ivy League college 
but to state prison.Ah yes,state prison... 
where one can be shot in the face by a trig¬ 
ger happy monkey in a green jumpsuit that 
thought he was actually aiming at the people 
actually fighting.Sounds like a blast(no pun 
intended)doesn't it?Ybu, quietly eating your 
ration of pig vomit or something like it,and 
in the blink of an eye the bullet fired,"for 
the saftey of the institution" has just made 
your parol date a whole lot sooner.When the 
"shit stains"(pigs)process you in upon your 
arrival,the first thing you sign is a form 
that lets them know who to send your body to < 
just in case theyaccidentally repaint the 
"chow hall"with your skull.So my question is, 
wasn't I sent here for rehabilitation?! guess 
I was wrong.I feel like a piece of meat or 
cattle waiting to be butchered...and just i 
like a cow,not knowing if or when the end is 
going to happen.I asked a correctional- off¬ 
icer to explain how the State expected to 
"fix" anyone by surrounding them in an envir-i 
onment with more mayhem,violence,social brea- 1 
kdown & greater.' chance of dying as an inno¬ 
cent. bystander than one had to deal with on 
the outside?His response?"Welcome to the CLO": 
How charming... I* m reminded of a quote from 
George Orwell's "1984" — "the past is dead 
and the future is unimaginable." 
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I could probably fill a hundred 
pages with bloody gruesome prison 
tales of murder, rape, robbery and 
extortion. The list goes on and on. 
Every sick and twisted crime that one 
humyn can perpetrate against another 
is just a regular part of the daily prison 
regimen behind bricks. But really, 
who needs to hear all that? It’s the 
same as the 6 O’clock news in 
whatever town you call home. Prison 
is just a microcosm of the larger 
society, only with more knives. Blood 
stories for the sake of blood? That 
would be too easy. That’s like 
Saturday afternoon on the yard, 
toiling away the days and trying to 
impress the cavemen. Been there, and 
not without a purpose will I relate the 
gore. It would be all too easy to slip 
into an elitist viewpoint and act as 
though I was simply an observer. I 
was not. 

Right now I want to tell you a 
little bit about S.H.U. (pronounced 
like “shoe” in prison vernacular). The 
S.H.U. is the security housing unit. It 
is the end of the line and quite literally 
the deepest, darkest hole the state of 
Kalifomia has to offer. The S.H.U. is 
long-term housing for prisoners in 
solitary confinement. Some come 
only for a matter of weeks, some stay 
for months and even years. 
Unbelievable as it may seem, some 
come and stay for the rest of their 
lives. Take a moment and try to 
imagine that. Life. Life in isolation; 
life in sensory deprivation. Is that 
really a life at all? 

I alternate between calling my cell a 
bathroom or a cage. Of course, it is 
both. Often I think back to the dingy 
studio apartment I inhabited in Santa 
Barbara years ago. What a dismal 
place. The carpet was moldy and the 
windows would not even open enough 
to yell at the crackheads next door to 
stop hitting each other. The bathroom 
in that dump was the same size as this 
cell. It even had a similar layout, 
minus the steel bunk of course. Sitting 


on my porch at night nodding off in a 
haze from Mexican tar, I would watch 
the world roll by in shiny black 
limousines. Now, I watch the green 
prison busses as they crest the hill and 
snake their way down the hill towards 
the S.H.U. with their constant flow of 
humyn refuse. 

The basics of a cage are pretty 
much universal I think. Whatever is 
not concrete is inevitably steel. 
Sometimes I will touch the wall and 
wonder why steel and concrete are 
always colder than the air that 
circulates from the barred vents. The 
lethal ape that lurks within has his 
ideas about molecules and density, but 
the man who has been in this cage too 
long wonders if that cold is the spirit 
of this monument to humyn suffering. 

I think it is important to dispel a 
common myth that makes me cringe 
every time I hear it. That is the “23 
hours a day” myth. I hear it on the 
news, I read it in the papers, and it’s 
often repeated in activist literature. 
You know, the line about how we get 
out of our cells for an hour each day. 
What a CROCK! It’s a myth, and it 
actually got started by the prison 
propaganda monster in an effort to 
declare some kind of humanity on the 
part of the beast. Orwellian, no? War 
is peace! Hate is love! One hour is 
humane! That the general populace 
could hear this and somehow 
internalize and translate it into and 
idea that these are underpaid, hard¬ 
working prison guards who risk life 
and limb just to give us dangerous, 
man-eating psychos an hour in the sun 
is a testament to the insidious 
militarization and desensitizing of 
society, and the zombie-like way in 
which it is so casually accepted. 
Somehow along the way, guards have 
become “soldiers” who are fighting 
valiantly and courageously on the 
front lines of the ever-present war 
without end on crime. Altruistic 
public servants who give all and ask 
nothing in return! 


The 23 hour myth is a fucking fraud! 
Here in the S.H.U. in Kalifomia, if a 
person gets an hour every 2-3 days 
then they should consider themselves 
lucky and quite probably under 
suspicion by others on the tier. If we 
were to take a look at the actual 
“orientation manual” (and yes there 
really is one; just like college, huh?) 
it’s pretty clear that I am supposed to 
bet let out of this tomb three times a 
week for a 15 minute shower. That’s 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. On 
Saturday, if my name has come up on 
the list, I can go outside to what is 
essentially an empty swimming pool 
of a yard, and throw a little blue ball 
at a wall for 60 minutes. Of course, 
that’s only if all goes according to 
schedule. There are so many reasons 
and excuses to cancel yard and 
showers that one comes to expect 
nothing. Nothing at all. Ever. When 
they come to my door with their 5 
pounds of chains, then I know it’s time 
to go. Not before. 

So, I learned not to expect 
anything that I could not provide for 
myself and eventually that became 
very liberating. The idea behind the 
S.H.U. is to separate, divide, isolate, 
deprive, beat, starve, freeze and 
torment until the animals become 
broken of spirit and compliant, but the 
stupid prisoncrats are so blinded by 
their fast-food, box-lunch penology 
degrees from Cal-State Kill-U that 
they cannot see that the ones they do 
not break only become stronger and 
angrier and more rebellious. Because 
really, how do you govern the 
unpunishable? When there’s nothing 
left to take, there’s nothing left to lose. 
Even more, what happens when the 
donkey decides he’s tired of carrots? 
You know, carrots aren’t really all 
they’re cracked up to be. Myself, I 
think I’ll survive on the weeds that 
grow between the cracks in the 
concrete. 

Excerpt taken from the zine Flowers from the 
Grave by Walter M. James. Contact at: 

Walter M. James #E-57775 
4A-78-202 S.H.U. 

P.O. Box 1902 
Tehachapi, CA 93581 

Try to help him out with stamps if you are 
requesting a response. 
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Recently we’ve all been hearing 
about how the “moral majority” came out 
to the polls in November to “re-elect” 
George W. Bush. Of course Bush in all of 
his arrogance has gone on and on about 
how he’s been given a clear mandate by 
the people, how he has political capital 
now and plans to spend it. So what 
political capital has he been spending 
these last four years? Since when is Bush 
concerned about “the voice of the 
people”? Bush isn’t the only one that’s 
been talking about this recent “mandate” 
by the people, the Christian right has been 
celebrating their “moral victory” over the 
rest of us. They are not only convinced 
that they were the determining force 
behind the Republican party’s sweeping 
victories, but they’ve been very vocal in 
pointing this out to the rest of us, going 
so far as to threaten to vote everyone out 
of office that doesn’t embrace their 
political agenda. They have been claiming 
that this election was all about morality 
and they relish the thought that they hold 
the moral high ground. 

There has been a lot of media 
attention about the role that morality 
played in this election. There has been a 
lot of attention about the issues that are 
dividing Americans and which group has 
the momentum and the moral high 
ground, which side is in the mainstream 
and which side is out of touch with what 
the people want. There has been a lot of 
talk about the red states and the blue 
states and these current divisions in this 
country. One of the biggest issues that has 
been exploited in this past election was 
the issue of same-sex marriage. The Bush 
regime and right wing forces in the country 
sought to turn the focus of this election 
into a debate over morality, bringing the 
issue of marriage to the forefront of 
American politics. They claim that the 
election was mainly decided over the 
issues of “traditional marriage”, abortion 
and the merging of church and state 
(although I would argue that three years 
of ramming fear tactics down Americans 
throats didn’t hurt their election chances 
any). Eleven states in November put the 
issue of banning same sex marriage on 
the ballots and in all eleven states the ban 
was passed by a clear majority of voters. 
Emboldened by victory in these eleven 
states over gay rights activists (who they 
ironically believe are attacking their way 
of life) the Christian right are escalating 
their efforts to push their religious values 
on the entire country. The leaders of the 
Christian right, like Jerry Falwell and Pat 
Robertson lash out on a daily basis over 
what they claim would be a disaster if 
same sex marriage were to become legal. 
God will not stand for it, they claim, going 
so far as to place the responsibility for 9/ 
Hat the feet of homosexuals (among 


others). Falwell and Robertson are a few 
of the more recognizable “traditional 
marriage” advocates that grace the 
forefront in the Christian right’s battle to 
rewrite the constitution to define marriage 
specifically and only as “between a man 
and a woman”, however they are certainly 
not alone. Christian groups, their leaders 
and of course their flocks have been very 
vocal with their opinion that same sex 
marriage, and homosexuality in general, 
is wrong. They argue constantly that they 
are only defending their Christian beliefs 
from the homosexuals that are trying to 
destroy their way of life, the sanctity of 
marriage and our society in general. 

If you look at some of the arguments 
used to oppose same sex marriage and 
homosexuality, each can be easily 
refuted. The religious right offer absolutely 
no credible arguments (even based on 
their own beliefs) or evidence that should 
be taken into consideration on this issue. 
The only thing they present in their 
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opposition to same sex marriage and 
homosexuality are distortions, convenient 
interpretations, scare tactics and bigoted 
conjecture, which no one (except those 
unwilling to think for themselves) could 
possibly take seriously. So by focusing on 
each of their arguments against same sex 
marriage and homosexuality we can, not 
only dispel their unsubstantiated myths, 
but we will have explored each aspect of 
their argument and have the ammo to 
counter each of their points. 

One of their most common 
arguments is that marriage is a sacred 
institution between one man and one 

woman. This is one of the most commonly 
used arguments, but what is it based on? 
Whose definition are they arguing? 
God’s? The bible’s? Or just what they 
perceive to be the word of god as 
dispensed by televangelists and right wing 
radio show pundits? Well judging by god’s 
supposed messengers here on earth (who 
are completely absent of any credibility 
as far as I can tell) I think I’ll wait for official 
word straight from god, and considering 


that I’m an atheist I don’t plan on holding 
my breath. But has marriage traditionally 
been an institution between one man and 
one woman and is that what is advocated 
in the bible? Neither historically nor 
biblically has the institution of marriage 
always existed as only between one man 
and one woman. The bible actually 
advocates men enjoying the ability to have 
numerous wives, and how does a man 
accumulate his wives? And how many 
may he have? Well a man can have as 
many wives as he can afford, you see 
according to the bible a man can purchase 
as many wives as he can afford by 
purchasing each from her father. What a 
beautiful thing tradition is huh? Another 
fine tradition would be the beautiful 
tradition of marriage existing between 
people of the same race, which was not 
embraced in this country until the U.S. 
Supreme Court ruled in Loving v. Virginia 
was unconstitutional a mere 38 years ago. 
Inter-racial marriage was not recognized 
in this country until 1967 and is still looked 
down upon by many, those most opposed 
still referencing the bible to prove that god 
condemns inter-racial marriage. The 
majority of Americans opposed inter-racial 
marriage in 1967 when the Supreme 
Court changed the law, just as, by what 
we saw in this past election in 11 states, 
the majority of Americans are now 
opposed to same sex marriage. The same 
type of scare tactics were used by the 
same type of closed-minded people that 
were so determined to deny people of 
different races to commit to one another. 
The same way that two people of the 
same sex are now being denied the same 
right that is now reserved for people of 
inter-racial relationships. And as we’ve 
seen the last 38 years our society didn’t 
come to a crushing halt because of inter¬ 
racial marriage, like those opposed to the 
idea then contended, like those opposed 
to same sex marriage today contend. And 
does the bible even actually condemn 
homosexuality or has it been rewritten, 
misinterpreted, misquoted or embellished 
upon to suit a political agenda and justify 
bigotry? The original bible languages of 
Hebrew and Greek have no word for 
homosexuals. The word “homosexual” is 
made up of Greek homo, meaning “the 
same,” and Latin sexualis, from which the 
English word “sex” is derived. The word 
“homosexual” has been in use to refer to 
people who have sex with others of the 
same gender for only about 100 years. 
Another word that you may be surprised 
that doesn’t appear anywhere in the bible 
is sodomy. “Sodomy is not a biblical word. 
Laws against sodomy not only violate the 
Constitutional guarantee of separation of 
church and state; they also use an 
incorrect and wrongly translated term for 
the laws. 0 A ‘Sodomite’ in the Bible is 
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simply a person who lives in Sodom, 
which included Lot and his family. The 
term ‘sodomite’ in the King James Version 
of Deuteronomy 23:17 and I Kings 14:24 
is an incorrect translation of the Hebrew 
word for ‘temple prostitute’. (See the 
recent book by Mark D. Jordan: The 
Invention of Sodomy in Christian 
Theology. University of Chicago Press, 
1997.) The average person assumes that 
the Bible clearly condemns male-to-male 
sexual intercourse as “sodomy” and that 
the city of Sodom was destroyed because 
of homosexuality, which is seen as the 
worst of all sins in the Bible. These 
assumptions are based on no evidence 
at all in the Bible. No Jewish scholars 
before the first Christian century taught 
that the sin of Sodom was sexual. None 
of the biblical references to Sodom 
mention sexual sins but view Sodom as 
an example of injustice lack of hospitality 
to strangers, idolatry and as a symbol for 
desolation and destruction. See 
Deuteronomy 29:22-28; 32:32; Ezekiel 
16:49-50; Jeremiah 49:18; 50:41; Isaiah 
13:19-22 and Matthew 10:14-15. In Jude 
7, the term “strange flesh” is Greek hetero 
sarkos (“different flesh” and from which 
the word ‘heterosexual’ comes) and refers 
to foreign idols or people. It is not homo 
(“the same”) flesh or people. 0 Sarkos is 
never used in the New Testament as a 
word for ‘sex’.” according to Rembert 
Truluck (of www.truluck.com which has a 
lot more excellent information there). 

For more points relating to the 
convenient interpretation of the bible see 
the section: Does the Bible really call 
gay and lesbian people immoral? 

What about the argument that same 
sex marriage threatens to destroy the 

institution of marriage? This certainly 
is an interesting argument to make, 
claiming that people embracing the 
institution of marriage would be 
weakening or destroying the institution 
itself. This baseless claim that somehow 
same sex marriage threatens or detracts 
from “traditional marriage” is complete 
nonsense. Also by recognizing same sex 
marriage instead of denying it society 
would encourage people to be with who 
they really want to be with. The way things 
are now society, instead, encourages 
homosexuals to ignore and deny their true 
feelings and by doing so often will marry 
the opposite sex in an effort to conform to 
society’s current standards. This, of 
course, will usually end in divorce when 
people can no longer live a lie. Living a 
lifestyle that is encouraged out of a desire 
for social acceptance is definitely not a 
testament to the institution of marriage 
and will most likely only add stress to a 
marriage and sooner or later end in 
divorce. Extending same sex couples the 


same opportunity to marry who they want 
to begin with would reduce the number of 
divorces that occur, and in doing so 
actually strengthens the institution of 
marriage. 

Another argument is that marriage 
is traditionally a heterosexual 

institution. So what? Slavery was a 
traditional institution as well and 
historically dates back even further than 
marriage does. Should advances never 
be made because they violate tradition? 
Imagine someone trying to make the point 
to you that slavery should not have been 
abolished because it was a traditional 
institution. 

The next argument is that marriage 
exists to ensure the continuation of the 

species by procreation. If this really is a 
point worth arguing then why is there no 
law to prevent infertile couples from being 
wed? Or an infertile person from being 
wed as it obviously takes two to procreate. 
The reason being that marriage shouldn’t 



only be the right of those planning, 
wishing, choosing or able to bear children. 
Again can you imagine proposing an 
amendment to the constitution forbidding 
those incapable of bearing children from 
being extended the right to marry? It’s a 
ridiculous thought and a ridiculous point 
that they make here. 

Same-sex couples aren’t the 
optimum environment in which to raise 

children is another argument offered. 
First off in what other instance does 
government or society decide who can 
and who can’t have children? Granted that 
at times when a child is abused social 
services may step in and remove a child 
from an abusive household but in no other 
circumstance are people denied the 
chance to adopt or raise children. 
Convicted child molesters, rapists, sex 
offenders and violent abusers are all 
entitled to marry and have children. If the 
well being of the child was really the issue 
here, and not just another homophobic 
accusation, then we would assume that 
there was an effort being pursued to 


screen what would and wouldn’t be a 
healthy environment for children. There 
is no such pursuit being sought by the 
Christian conservatives. So what about 
specifically addressing the issue of 
whether or not homosexuals would make 
good parents, studies by the American 
Psychological Association compared 
groups of children raised by homosexual 
and by heterosexual parents found no 
developmental differences between the 
two groups of children in four critical 
areas: their intelligence, psychological 
adjustment, social adjustment, and 
popularity with friends. It is also important 
to realize that a parent’s sexual orientation 
does not indicate their children’s. Another 
myth about homosexuality is the mistaken 
belief that gay men have more of a 
tendency than heterosexual men to 
sexually molest children. There is no 
evidence to suggest that homosexuals 
molest children. This type of claim is just 
another form of fear tactics used to further 
an anti-homosexual agenda. 

One of the most pathetic arguments 
is that special rights shouldn’t be 
granted to homosexual couples. 

Granting same sex couples the 
opportunity to marry doesn’t constitute 
special rights considering that the other 
ninety percent of Americans currently 
enjoy the right to enter into the institution 
of marriage with another consenting adult. 
This is an argument that creates 
resentment and justifies people’s 
homophobia, insisting that by arguing this 
point they are not denying people of their 
rights but merely not prepared to grant 
“special rights”. As Justice Kennedy 
observed in his opinion overturning 
Colorado’s infamous Amendment 2 
(Roemer vs. Evans), many gay and 
lesbian Americans are, undercurrent law, 
denied civil rights protections that others 
either don’t need or assume that everyone 
else along with themselves, already have. 
The problem with all that special rights talk 
is that it proceeds from that very 
assumption, that because of all the civil 
rights laws in this country that everyone 
is already equal, so therefore any rights 
gay people are being granted must 
therefore be special. That is most 
assuredly not the case, especially 
regarding marriage and all the legal 
protections that go along with it. 

The argument that homosexuality 
is unnatural is a very misguided claim. 
In fact, we see this argument often 
incorporated into legislation aimed at 
suppressing gay rights, charging “crimes 
against nature”. This is complete rhetoric 
as it’s been well documented that over 450 
different species of animals engage in 
homosexual behavior. So to make the 
claim that homosexuality is unnatural is 
to discount nature itself. 
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A very offensive argument that I’ve 
heard made is that same sex marriage 
would set the precedence for all typ es 

of legalized perversions. Aside from the 
implication that homosexuality is a 
perversion being offensive unto it’s own, 
we again see the scare tactics used to 
imply that recognizing same sex marriage 
would lead to a wider acceptance or 
forced recognition of other forms of 
immorality. As our fine moral crusader 
from Pennsylvania has claimed, “If the 
supreme court says that you have the right 
to consensual gay sex within your home, 
then you have the right to bigamy, you 
have the right to polygamy, you have the 
right to incest, you have the right to 
adultery. You have the right to anything. 
All of those things are antithetical to a 
healthy, stable, traditional family and that’s 
sort of where we are in today’s world, 
unfortunately. It all comes from, I would 
argue, this right to privacy that doesn’t 
exist, in my opinion in the United States 
Constitution.” That was a quote by 
Republican Senator Rick Santorum, our 
elected representative to the U.S. Senate 
who often equates homosexuality to 
incest, bigamy and even bestiality. 

Now what exactly would happen if 
society were to legalize same sex 
marriage? What would become of society, 
as we know it? Well if you were to listen 
to the extreme proponents of same sex 
marriage like Senator Rick Santorum you 
would maybe believe that society, as we 
know it, would cease to exist. Or maybe if 
you were to listen to someone like Pat 
Robertson, another shining example of a 
shameless fear-mongering extremist who 
actually threatened that god would 
intervene as a result of gay organizations 
putting up rainbow flags to show their 
support for sexual diversity in Florida. 
Robertson said, “I would warn Orlando 
that you’re right in the way of some serious 
hurricanes, and I don’t think I’d be waving 
those flags in God’s face if I were you. 
This is not a message of hate; this is a 
message of redemption. But a condition 
like this will bring about the destruction of 
your nation. It’ll bring about terrorist 
bombs; it’ll bring earthquakes, tornadoes, 
and possibly a meteor.” Well Robertson 
would lead you to believe that God will 
certainly smite us all for even the faintest 
hint of tolerance shown towards 
homosexuality, imagine his rage if this 
country was to legally recognize same sex 
marriage. But realistically will any of these 
things actually happen? Of course not, 
well some might happen but would you 
actually attribute any of it to the 
recognition of same sex marriage? Would 
you attribute it to God’s wrath? I suppose 
if you were desperate to find meaning in 
any and all natural disasters then you 
could rationalize everything that ever 


happens and point the finger of blame at 
someone or something every time but 
that’s pretty absurd. What’s very plain to 
see is that all of these statements are in 
fact scare tactics and nothing more. It’s 
simple fear mongering by a desperate 
group of bigoted people who are terrified 
by what they don’t understand. And in their 
fear they are determined to scare the rest 
of society, through their false claims and 
accusations, into condemning what they 
fear. They assert that they have the keen 
foresight to describe for us what would 
happen to our society if we took that 
regrettable step of legalizing same sex 
marriage. If only the rest of us had their 
insight into what would happen or if maybe 
there were already a model of what would 
happen. Well this leads me to their next 
argument that Same-sex marriage is an 
untested social experiment. It just so 
happens that a model for a society that 
has legalized same sex marriage does 
exist, several in fact exist. It’s not 
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surprising that most Americans wouldn’t 
be aware of that though, considering all 
of the scare tactics and distortions that 
are spoon-fed to the American public 
through the conservative Christian 
agenda, right wing punditry and corporate 
talking points. It is in the best interest of 
the political agenda that they are pushing 
to never admit that there are countries that 
legally recognize same sex marriage, 
countries that have not been smitten by 
god, societies that have not come to a 
crashing halt or led to the recognition of 
bestiality, bigamy or any of the other things 
that the Christian rightconstantly warn us 
will happen if we were to extend marriage 
rights to homosexuals. Denmark was the 
first country to legalize same sex marriage 
in 1989. As Scott Bidstrup observed, 
“Opposition to the Danish law was led by 
the clergy (much the same as in the 
States). A survey conducted at the time 
revealed that 72 percent of Danish clergy 
were opposed to the law. It was passed 
anyway, and the change in the attitude of 
the clergy there has been dramatic — a 


survey conducted in 1995 indicated that 
89 percent of the Danish clergy now admit 
that the law is a good one and has had 
many beneficial effects, including a 
reduction in suicide, a reduction in the 
spread of sexually transmitted diseases, 
and in promiscuity and infidelity among 
gays. Far from leading to the “destruction 
of Western civilization” as some critics 
(including the Southern Baptist, Mormon 
and Catholic churches among others) 
have warned, the result of the 
“experiment” has actually been civilizing 
and strengthening, not just to the 
institution of marriage, but to society as a 
whole. So perhaps we should accept the 
fact that someone else has already done 
the “experiment” and accept the results 
as positive. The fact that many churches 
are not willing to accept this evidence says 
more about the churches than it does 
about gay marriage.” 

In addition to Denmark same sex 
marriage and civil unions between gay 
couples have been legal or are in the 
process of becoming legal in: Argentina, 
Iceland, France, Greenland, Germany, 
Belgium, Canada, Hungary, the 
Netherlands, Norway, Finland, Portugal, 
Sweden and New Zealand. So as I said 
there is a model that can be looked at, but 
it doesn’t help the right wing’s fear 
mongering efforts to actually look at or 
consider the facts or the positive results 
of living in a freer and more tolerant 
society. Many Americans can’t face the 
cold hard truths that there are, in fact, other 
countries that have more freedoms than 
we do as Americans; that other countries 
actually embrace freedom, equality and 
tolerance in practice and not just in theory, 
like we do here in the United States; that 
citizens from other countries can actually 
live their lives and peruse their dreams 
with the type of religious and government 
suppression like, we as Americans, have 
to live with. Sort of like the citizens of 
Afghanistan lived with under Taliban rule, 
or like any country that embraces religious 
extremism and allows that extremism to 
exist as and determine rule of law. This is 
the sort of religious extremism that has 
been steering American policies in recent 
days. We are headed in the direction 
towards total religious extremism ruling 
every facet of our lives here in this country. 
And although the conservative revisionists 
would argue that our nation’s founders, our 
“fore fathers” forged this country based on 
Christian ideals that really isn’t the case. 
Again the religious right always seems to 
suffer from selective memory and outright 
distortions when it comes to the subject 
of America’s founding principle of the 
separation of church and state. This 
country was indeed spawned from a desire 
to protect people from religious extremism 
and from that extremism infiltrating and 
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influencing governmental policies, the very 
type of religious extremism that is currently 
being embraced by the political party in 
power. In all of the references that the 
revisionists of American history 
(desperately trying to convince us of 
America’s Christian heritage) will cite, 
here’s a great quote that they really don’t 
want the public to hear: “Millions of 
innocent men, women and children, since 
the introduction of Christianity, have been 
burnt, tortured, fined, imprisoned: yet we 
have not advanced one inch towards 
uniformity. What has been the effect of 
coercion? To make half the world fools and 
the other half hypocrites.” That quote was 
by Thomas Jefferson, this country’s 
second president and one of our “founding 
fathers.” Why does it seem like Jefferson 
had so much distain for Christianity when 
he spoke those words? Perhaps he knew 
his history, the very history that the 
religious right conveniently forgets, denies 
and tries to sweep under the rug. The 
history of humanity is a blood-soaked one 
and throughout our history countless 
people have been brutalized because of 
religion. More people have suffered in the 
name of Christianity than probably any 
other religion in history. Christianity has 
been utilized in justifying: bigotry, 
intolerance, abuse, rape, slavery, murder, 
genocide and every other horrific crime 
committed against humanity. Christianity, 
based on it’s own history, lacks any shred 
of moral authority to make any claim of 
moral leadership, that they so ironically 
love to claim. The bible has been used to 
justify every one of these crimes since it’s 
creation. Someone always seems to find 
a passage with the pages of the .bible that 
can justify every terrifying atrocity 
throughout history. Religion is a very 
powerful and moving weapon for the 
faithful and the blind obedient. The bible 
has been wielded against every type of 
minority since it was first written, just like 
it’s now being wielded against 
homosexuals today. Christianity, or any 
other religion for that matter, has 
absolutely no place in American politics 
or in any other walk of life where they have 
the ability to force their views on anyone. 
Christianity has no right peeping into the 
bedrooms of consenting adults; 
intervening into the personal lives of 
others; trying to legislate morality or trying 
to force their own narrow-minded beliefs 
into law. They have no moral right to stand 
between two people that love one another 
and wish to be in a committed relationship. 
As soon as they take it upon themselves 
to do these things they undeniably place 
themselves in the position of oppressor 
and certainly not in the position of being 
on the defensive. They are most certainly 
not defending themselves from people 
trying to destroy their ideals, they are not 


the ones under attack; they are the ones 
making a conscious effort to deny people 
from having their own beliefs, making their 
own decisions and living their own lives 
because their ideals differ from Christian 
ideology. They go to great lengths to place 
themselves in this deceptive role as those 
on the defensive. Why? Because maybe 
in spite of it all they really do have a deep 
desire to not occupy that role of oppressor, 
so they need to rationalize their oppressive 
actions. So they convince themselves that 
they are the ones on the defensive and 
that homosexuals are the ones attacking 
their way of life. They convince themselves 
that god is the one passing judgment upon 
homosexuals, not them; they are merely 
carrying out god’s will, preaching god’s 
word and doing god’s bidding here on 
earth. But in reality, that’s not how it is. 
Whether you believe in god or not I would 
venture to say that no such deity has ever 
come down and asked anyone to 
safeguard the institution of traditional 



marriage. So what then are they putting 
all of their unquestioning faith in? In the 
word of people who have an obvious 
political agenda; in people who profit 
personally by this unquestioning faith; in 
people that profit by having a mass of 
people that will do their personal bidding 
for them, that will go along with everything 
they claim, that will be the loyal sheep in 
their flock while they purge the masses of 
anyone possessing differing traits, 
characteristics, beliefs or ideals from their 
own. That is what has always been a threat 
to society, a threat to individuality, a threat 
to freedom, equality, tolerance and 
morality. If you want to talk about a “tested 
social experiment” then this is the perfect 
example and that is: no society that 
chooses to determine what people should 
believe, how they should act, how they 
should live, love or exist; no society that 
regulates morality based on religious 
extremism that oppresses people has ever 
or will ever endure. The Christian 
conservatives that believe they are fighting 
to preserve their society are guaranteeing 


its eventual destruction. If history has 
taught us anything it’s that the more 
oppressive a society becomes the more 
that people will yearn to shed themselves 
of that oppressive system. We see that 
Europe and other parts of the world are 
still making progress in their attitudes and 
in their understanding of the world as it 
changes around them while here in 
America are unfortunately regressing. In 
this country we are moving in the opposite 
direction, we are not making any advances 
towards a freer society. We are instead 
opting to rescind all the social advances 
that people have fought and died for 
centuries to gain. We are throwing away 
all of the progress that those in power 
fought so hard to prevent in the first place 
and now they are reclaiming lost ground 
by preying on fear and subjugating the 
masses. Change never happens quickly, 
it is always a battle against those who 
profit by exploiting our differences and 
keeping these divisions in place, the 
divisions that conveniently distract us from 
their well-played divisiveness by making 
others the scapegoats of society while they 
reap the benefits. 

You have to ask yourselves what 
really are the motives behind the sudden 
push to redefine marriage in this country. 
Why now? Why are we debating the issue 
of same sex marriage so passionately 
now? With everything else going on in our 
country right now: we’re trapped in a 
quagmire in Iraq; more soldiers are 
returning in body bags everyday for 
illegitimate reasons; The economy is in 
terrible shape; the deficit is higher than at 
any other time in history; corporate 
corruption and polluting are completely 
unchecked; the rich are better off now then 
ever before because of slanted tax cuts; 
social programs are being cut; corporate 
interests are looting Medicare and eyeing 
up social security and our last few 
freedoms are being written out of 
existence. There are the reasons why 
we’re focusing so much debate on the 
issue of same sex marriage, family values 
and morality; because it’s the necessary 
distraction needed to keep our attention 
away from what the truly despicable 
members of our society are getting away 
with, right under our noses. Scapegoats 
are always necessary to allow those at 
the top to conduct themselves unnoticed 
and homosexuals are just the latest in a 
long line of scapegoats that are being 
exploited to divert the attention and 
unease of the masses. There is a 
“homosexual agenda” in this country and 
it is, scapegoat homosexuality and same 
sex marriage; distract us by legislating 
who fucks who so those at the top can 
fuck us all. 
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to believe, while ignoring the parts that they 
find inconvenient. Most people do not read 
the Bible first and then decide what they 
believe. They have beliefs inside and THEN 
go through the Bible, trying to find verses 
that justify those beliefs. Everyone does 
this, including people who are bigots and 
people who are not. It is time for the Church 
to recognize this and put a stop to its own 
prejudice. Think about it carefully. There is 
no evidence, either psychological, medical 
or psychiatric that shows that sexual 
orientation can be changed. The only 
people who claim that it can be changed 
are those who have a religious bias against 
it. It is time for the church to review the 
evidence at hand and admit that it has made 
a mistake regarding gay and lesbian people. 

Old Testament Bible verses 
that are ignored: 


To me the issues of same-sex 
marriage or homosexuality are very simple 
in that diversity exists in many forms in 
people and these differences should be 
celebrated and not scrutinized, feared, 
hated or exploited for political gain. I will 
never understand why people, throughout 
history, have always feared and despised 
what they don’t understand. We will never 
live in a world where everyone is the same, 
and who the hell would want to? I find it 
very ironic that religious people who claim 
to represent a tolerant and loving system 
of beliefs are actually amongst the most 
intolerant, judgmental, bigoted and 
oppressive groups of people. Although 
they’ll never admit it, their need to hold onto 
their supposed “moral superiority” provides 
them with the interesting dilemma of how 
to preach intolerance and bigotry while 
keeping the moral high ground. I should 
admit here that I am certainly not an expert 
on theology or the bible. The following text 
was all taken from www.falwell.com which 
is a site dedicated to show the hypocrisy 
and bigotry that is being used by Jerry 
Falwell and others in the Christian right with 
their convenient interpretation of the bible, 
quoting only the verses that advance their 
anti-gay agenda and ignoring the rest. 
There is a lot of valid points made here and 
more in depth on the webpage as I had to 
edit the following info down due to size 
constraints. 

Does the Bible really call 
gay and lesbian people 
immoral? 

Around the time that Abraham Lincoln 
signed the Emancipation Proclamation, 
which freed the slaves, a lot of Southern 
preachers were urging him not to do so. In 
a climate in which even the United States 
Supreme Court declared that African 
Americans were only three-fifths human, 
America’s preachers were called to action. 


But instead of preaching against the evils 
of slavery, our preachers did something 
shocking.They quoted the Bible in defense 
of slavery. They declared that it was God’s 
Will that black people be kept in chains, as 
furniture. They said that it was ordained by 
God to be this way, that white men should 
own black men. And they quoted the Bible 
to back up their claim, both Old and New 
Testaments. The Bible can be very easily 
interpreted to condone slavery (Leviticus 
25:44-45). But such is not God’s Plan. But 
try telling that to those men of God in the 
mid-1800’s. They could quote the Bible 
better than anyone ever could, and lots of 
people believed them. Today, some 
preachers are still using the Bible the same 
way that those racist Southern preachers 
used it to defend the slave trade. Except 
now, they are using it to say that gay and 
lesbian people should change. They are 
using it to try to stop gay and lesbian people 
from gaining their equal rights. They call it 
“special rights”, all the while standing on the 
street corner, using the Bible as a weapon 
of intolerance against gay and lesbian 
people. They quote the book of Leviticus 
where it says, “You shall not lie with a man 
as with a woman, it is an abomination” 
(Leviticus 18:22) but fail to consider the 
scripture within its context, which shows us 
that the book of Leviticus says that... 

It is an abomination to wear clothes 
of mixed fibers (cotton/polyester 
blends are the most popular); 

• It is an abomination to eat pork; 

■ It is an abomination to eat lobster; 

■ It is an abomination to drink milk; 

■ It is an abomination to ha ve a blood 
transfusion; 

• If your brother dies, you are 
commanded to take his wife as your 
own. 

Bigoted people and preachers almost 
always follow the same path. They pick and 
choose the parts of the Bible that they want 


Here are some Old Testament verses 
that come directly from the Bible that 
preachers refuse to quote publicly, proving 
that they selectively pick and choose verses 
out of context which justify their personal 
bigotry against gay and lesbian people. 
Take a look for yourself... Some preachers 
often quote Leviticus 20:13 against gay and 
lesbian people, which says... “If a man lies 
with a male as he lies with a woman, both 
of them have committed an abomination. 
They shall surely be put to death. Their 
blood shall be upon them.” (Leviticus 
20:13) Let’s now take a look at other verses 
that are in the same book as the above 
verse. This exercise proves that those 
preachers who are so enthusiastic about 
quoting Leviticus 20:13 become awfully 
quiet when it comes to other verses. Far 
from being about faith, this is really about 
the desires of certain preachers to promote 
religious prejudice against gay and lesbian 
people... 

“For everyone who curses his 
father or his mother shall surely be put 
to death. He has cursed his father or his 
mother. His blood shall be upon him.” 

(Leviticus 20:9) Imagine what would 
happen today if we killed every child who 
was disrespectful to his parents. Most 
preachers conveniently choose to ignore 
this verse, which is merely 3 verses before 
Leviticus 20:13. 

“If a man lies with a woman during 
her sickness and uncovers her 
nakedness, he has discovered her flow, 
and she has uncovered the flow of her 
blood. Both of them shall be cut off from 
her people.” (Leviticus 20:18) Imagine 
what would happen today if we deported 
every man and woman who had ever had 
sex together while the woman was having 
her period (which is exactly what the above 
verse commands). Most preachers choose 
to ignore this verse, which is merely 5 
verses after Leviticus 20:13. 

“Your male and female slaves are 
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to come from the nations around you; 
from them you may buy slaves. You may 
also buy some of the temporary 
residents living among you and 
members of their clans born in your 
country, and they will become your 
property.” (Leviticus 25:44-45) Did you 
ever wonder where racist Southerners and 
even the Supreme Court in the 1800’s got 
the idea that slaves were just “property” and 
* not people? From the above verse, which 
most preachers, in their picking and 
choosing, choose to completely ignore. Or, 
maybe someone should ask those 
preachers if they support slavery, as does 
this verse. Those Southerners were still 
racist, even though they were quoting the 
Bible to support their racism, just like some 
preachers quote Leviticus 20:13 to support 
THEIR bigotry against gay and lesbian 
people. 

“Do not cut the hair at the sides of 
your head or clip off the edges of your 
beard.” (Leviticusl9:27) Almost no 
preacher has never preached against the 
evils of shaving as they choose to 
completely ignore this verse as well. But 
that’s what many anti-gay preachers 
do...they pick and choose what to believe. 
So much for being a “Bible believing” 
Christian, as many often claim to be. 

“At the end of every seven years 
you must cancel debts.” (Deuteronomy 
15:1) 

Imagine the chaos that would befall the 
American economy if the United States 
Government decided to “cancel” all debts 
every seven years. It would be an 
unmitigated disaster, which is probably why 
most anti-gay preachers quietly choose to 
ignore this verse, too. 

“If a man has a stubborn and 
rebellious son who does not obey his 
father and mother and will not listen to 
them when they discipline him, his father 
and mother shall take hold of him and 
bring him to the elders at the gate of the 
town. They shall say to the elders, ‘This 
son of ours is stubborn and rebellious. 
He will not obey us. He is a profligate 
and a drunkard.’ Then all the men of his 
town shall stone him to death...” 
(Deuteronomy 21:18-21) If anti-gay 
preachers were to tell parents to bring their 
disrespectful children to City Hall 
headquarters to be stoned, they’d probably 
lose their entire following, which is why they 
also choose to ignore this verse, too. 

“...do not plant your field with two 
kinds of seed. Do not wear material 
woven of two kinds of material.” 
(Leviticus 19:19) 

Farmers in this country almost always grow 
more than one kind of crop in their fields, 
so most anti-gay preachers choose to 
ignore this verse as well. If they were to 
preach against farmers, they’d be in an 
uproar. Most anti-gay preachers also ignore 
the Biblical command to not wear clothes 


that have two different kinds of material. I 
could be wrong, but the shirts that these 
preachers are often seen wearing must be 
a cotton/polyester blend, the most common 
in the United States of America. Yes, they 
choose to ignore this verse, too. “Bible 
believing” Christians? Hardly. They’re one 
of those “pick and choose” Christians. 

In conclusion...? 

What does this all mean? It means 
that most anti-gay preachers really ARE 
bigots even though they quote the Bible to 
back up their bigotry against gay and 
lesbian people. They pick and choose what 
parts of the Bible justify their condemnation 
of gay and lesbian people and ignore those 
which do not. 

They quote the Bible against gay and 
lesbian people but conveniently choose to 
ignore verses that are in the very same 
chapter as the ones they quote. You have 
to understand, bigots usually ALWAYS use 
out-of-context facts (“non-sequiturs”) and 
half-truths to justify their bigotry. This proves 
that most anti-gay preachers choose which 
parts of the Bible endorse their own 
personal beliefs and ignore those that do 
not. What does this mean for you? It means 
that you can truly grow in the proper study 
of the Word ONLY by recognizing that the 
Bible shouldn’t be misused the way those 
anti-gay preachers misuse it. 

Many fundamentalist Christians have 
written to me since I first authored this page. 
They have argued that the verses I quote 
above are from the “Old Mosaic law”. As 
such, they argue, the admonitions that it is 
OK to own slaves and forbidden to shave 
or wear clothes with two different fibers are 
not meant to be taken literally for our 
modern day. My response is to agree 
completely! That is my whole point. If all 


the verses I quote above are NOT meant 
for today, then the anti-gay verses are not 
meant for today, EITHER. You can’t say on 
one hand that, “Those verses are party of 
the old Mosaic Code” while using OTHER 
verses in that same code against gay and 
lesbian people. 

The Old Mosaic code forbade 
homosexuality for a very simple, logical 
reason. The Jews believed that it was a sin 
for a man “to waste his seed”. They believed 
that a man only had a limited number of 
sperm and once it was used up he could 
never have children again. Therefore, the 
Jews, because they did not have the benefit 
of modern science, declared that sex must 
only be used for procreation. This is 
completely understandable since they were 
in desperate need to grow the Jewish 
population. Today, however, it is foolish to 
take that verse out of context, given our 
historical understanding of its purpose. It is 
also foolish to apply a 4,000 year old 
admonition against homosexuality to our 
modern day, especially when we 
understand the reasons why it was made 
Old Testament law...to grow the Jewish 
population. 

New Testament Bible 
verses that are ignored 

Here are some New Testament 
verses that come directly from the Bible that 
preachers refuse to quote publicly, proving 
that they selectively pick and choose verses 
out of context which justify their personal 
bigotry against gay and lesbian people. 
Take a look for yourself... 

“Women should be silent in the 
churches, for they are not permitted to 
speak, but should be submissive, as the 
law also says.” (1 Corinthians 14:34) This 
verse says that women must not speak in 
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The American Psychological Association’s official stance on: 

Is Sexual Orientation a Choice? 


church. This verse is completely ignored 
today. Applying this verse to the modern day 
church would be ancient, absurd and 
nonsensical. When it comes to the verses 
about homosexuality, however, 
fundamentalists usually insist that they must 
be interpreted literally, word for word. When 
it comes to this verse, however, they offer 
various excuses as to why it should not. 
They often say that it was only meant for 
that time, an explanation that is conveniently 
ignored when it comes to the verses which 
discuss homosexuality. 

“Judge for yourselves: Is it proper 
for a woman to pray to God with her head 
uncovered? Does not even nature itself 
teach you that if a man has long hair it 
is a disgrace to him, but that if a woman 
has long hair, it is her glory? For her hair 
is given to her as a covering.” (1 
Corinthians 11:13-15) Upon visiting any 
fundamentalist church, you will discover that 
more than a few women have short haircuts. 
This verse, however, indicates that women 
should have long hair, as their “head must 
be covered.” It has a familiar ring to it, 
doesn’t it? ...Arab fundamentalists require 
women to put a veil over their heads and 
punish them if they do not. 

“Slaves, obey your human masters 
with fear and trembling, in the sincerity 
of your heart, as to Christ.” Ephesians 
6:5) “Slaves, obey your human masters 
in everything; don’t work only while 
being watched, in order to please men, 
but work wholeheartedly, fearing the 
Lord.” (Colossians 3:22) “Slaves are to 
be submissive to their masters in 
everything, and to be well-pleasing, not 
talking back ” (Titus 2:9) “Slaves, submit 
yourselves to your masters with all 
respect, not only to the good and gentle 
but also to the cruel. “ (1 Peter 2:18) 
Slaves should obey their masters? Hardly. 
Slavery was one of the most offensive 
institutions to ever befall humanity. Sadly, 
the scriptures condoned it, and, as you can 
see from the above verses, demanded that 
slaves obey their masters... even cruel 
ones! 

Conclusion 

Fundamentalists “pick and choose” which 
Bible verses that they like to declare as “the 
infallible Word of God” while quietly ignoring 
or even explaining away the ones that 
appear above. When it comes to the verses 
about homosexuality, however, they 
constantly assert that what is being said is 
to be taken literally and without exception. 
If the Bible is the literal Word of God, then 
every verse in it must be taken literally. 
Some verses cannot be taken word-for- 
word while others are dismissed. The above 
verses prove that a fundamentalist 
interpretation of scripture produces 
irrationalities and profound inconsistencies. 


No, human beings cannot choose to 
be either gay or straight. For most people, 
sexual orientation emerges in early 
adolescence without any prior sexual 
experience. Although we can choose 
whether to act on our feelings, 
psychologists do not consider sexual 
orientation to be a conscious choice that 
can be voluntarily changed. 

Can Therapy Change Sexual 
Orientation? 

No; even though most homosexuals 
live successful, happy lives, some 
homosexual or bisexual people may seek 
to change their sexual orientation through 
therapy, often coerced by family members 
or religious groups to try and do so. The 
reality is that homosexuality is not an 
illness. It does not require treatment and 
is not changeable. 

What About So-Called 

“Conversion Therapies”? 

Some therapists who undertake so- 
called conversion therapy report that they 
have been able to change their clients’ 
sexual orientation from homosexual to 
heterosexual. Close scrutiny of these 
reports, however, show several factors 
that cast doubt on their claims. For 
example, many of these claims come from 
organizations with an ideological 
perspective that condemns 
homosexuality. Furthermore, their claims 
are poorly documented; for example, 
treatment outcome is not followed and 
reported over time, as would be the 
standard to test the validity of any mental 
health intervention. 

The American Psychological 
Association is concerned about such 
therapies and their potential harm to 
patients. In 1997, the Association’s 
Council of Representatives passed a 
resolution reaffirming psychology’s 
opposition to homophobia in treatment 
and spelling out a client’s right to unbiased 
treatment and self-determination. Any 
person who enters into therapy to deal 
with issues of sexual orientation has a 
right to expect that such therapy will take 
place in a professionally neutral 
environment, without any social bias. 

Is Homosexuality a Mental 
Illness or Emotional Problem? 

No. Psychologists, psychiatrists, and 
other mental health professionals agree 
that homosexuality is not an illness, a 
mental disorder, or an emotional problem. 
More than 35 years of objective, well- 
designed scientific research has shown 


that homosexuality, in and itself, is not 
associated with mental disorders or 
emotional or social problems. 
Homosexuality was once thought to be a 
mental illness because mental health 
professionals and society had biased 
information. 

In the past, the studies of gay, 
lesbian, and bisexual people involved only 
those in therapy, thus biasing the resulting 
conclusions. When researchers examined 
data about such people who were not in 
therapy, the idea that homosexuality was 
a mental illness was quickly found to be 
untrue. 

In 1973 the American Psychiatric 
Association confirmed the importance of 
the new, better-designed research and 
removed homosexuality from the official 
manual that lists mental and emotional 
disorders. Two years later, the American 
Psychological Association passed a 
resolution supporting this removal. 

For more than 25 years, both 
associations have urged all mental health 
professionals to help dispel the stigma of 
mental illness that some people still 
associate with homosexual orientation. 

Can Lesbians, Gay Men, and 
Bisexuals Be Good Parents? 

Yes. Studies comparing groups of 
children raised by homosexual and by 
heterosexual parents find no 
developsmental differences between the 
two groups of children in four critical areas: 
their intelligence, psychological 
adjustment, social adjustment, and 
popularity with friends. It is also important 
to realize that a parent’s sexual orientation 
does not indicate their children’s. 

Another myth about homosexuality 
is the mistaken belief that gay men have 
more of a tendency than heterosexual 
men to sexually molest children. There is 
no evidence to suggest that homosexuals 
molest children. 

Why Is it Important for Society 
to be Better Educated About 
Homosexuality? 

Educating all people about sexual 
orientation and homosexuality is likely to 
diminish anti-gay prejudice. Accurate 
information about homosexuality is 
especially important to young people who 
are first discovering and seeking to 
understand their sexuality, whether 
homosexual, bisexual, or heterosexual. 
Fears that access to such information will 
make more people gay have no validity; 
information about homosexuality does not 
make someone gay or straight. 
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Modern Day Witch-Hunt 

Right wing theocracy maintaining inequality 

Have organized politically to uphold traditional hierarchies 

Between rich and poor, black and white 

Wanting homosexuals out of sight 

And conventional marriage between woman and man 

Increasing political pressure until abortion is banned 

Because killing is bad but guns are good 

For slaying doctors just like Jesus would 

Or arming Christian soldiers for the next crusade 

Killing all of the heathens that won't be saved 

Protecting us from immigrants and perverted sexual deviants 

A world of mindless Christians is what they want 

Carrying out their modern day witch-hunt 

Falwell, Robertson and Kennedy are defining immorality 

They're bashing sexuality and cashing in on bigotry 

Modern day witch-hunt 

The Christian Reconstructionists are acting as the catalysts 

Grooming young activists to become Christian fundamentalists 

Convincing with every medium that can lend a hand 

That the youth should serve god's divine plan 

So that "biblical law" can be set in place 

And their bigoted morals must be embraced 

That's the Christian coalition's resolution 

To transform every home into god's institution 

With a kitchen for women and a closet for gays 

And a man in charge to make sure that's where they stay 

And if they don't comply there's always domestic violence 

To keep women subordinate, scared and silent 

Making everything the way that god would want 

Contributing to his modern day witch-hunt 

Falwell, Robertson and Kennedy are defining immorality 

They're bashing sexuality and cashing in on bigotry 

Modern day witch-hunt 

Demonizing feminism 

Indoctrinated sexism 

National chauvinism promotes authoritarianism 

Empowered women threaten the Christian's plan 

Of being an obedient dog and serving man 

Like the gays, lesbians and Tran gendered 

Roles that don't reflect Christian principles 

Living your life by what the bible said 

But your god is a myth and Christ is dead 

Letting the bible do your thinking is so absurd 

Because your manufactured god never wrote a word 

Those who actually wrote the bible on your shelves 

Were straight, bigoted men just like yourselves 

Your word of god is just a front 

That justifies this modern day witch-hunt 

Falwell, Robertson and Kennedy are defining immorality 

They're bashing sexuality and cashing in on bigotry 

Modern day witch-hunt 

Your bigoted religion is what you trust 
But your sick god doesn't govern us 


Love and State 


Emotions regulated, dictated, denounced and denied for a lifestyle that society is trying to hide, 
with the help of politicians serving god above. Spewing judgment up on those who don't deserve to love ~ love 
& state, love & state. But in their haste of passing judgment they'll never understand that this lifestyle 
isn't something homosexuals planned. These emotions have been with them from their day of birth and this 
difference isn't relevant to what a person's worth ~ love & state, love & state. 


Same sex marriages are deemed to be unacceptable. Acceptance is defined and maintained by law. This law remains 
intact by ignorance and bigotry. These policies are given strength as the church applauds. Homosexuals are 
labeled as immoral. Morality comes under fire from those who can't relate and without opposition lifestyle 
becomes dictated widening the gap that exists between love & state. 


Through the content of their laws we can plainly see who it is exactly that's absent of morality. The gays hurt 
no one. Does the political lawmaking hypocrite? Is it the governed or the governing that's the actual threat? 
We're all in danger because of the homosexuals the state decrees. The gays are infected with their very own 
deadly disease. Who benefits from the AIDS virus and hides behind the lies and who's been made the scapegoats 
that the public despise? Keep the state out of our beds. 


Do we have anything left for ourselves that the state doesn't control? They already own our bodies but they 
also want our heart and soul. To suppress the gay population the state will go to any length. Fearing that they 
may compromise how others see our national strength. The treatment of homosexuals by this country is the real 
embarrassment. Interfering with the relationships of mutual consent. The governments grip loosens with every 
oppressive law they make we have to realize that it isn't only love at stake. 
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Some quotes from the “Safeguards of Morality” 


“If necessary, I will support a 
constitutional amendment which would 
honor marriage between a man and a 
woman” -George W. Bush 

“The Bible says that because of certain 
abominations such as homosexuality, a 
land shall vomit out it’s inhabitants... 
[According to Paul], when values are 
turned upside down and moral anarchy 
appears, men burn with lust for other 
men and women burn for women, and 
they will receive in their own bodies the 
punishment for their actions. From a 
biblical standpoint, the rise of 
homosexuality is a sign that a society is 
in the last stages of decay.” - Pat 
Robertson 

“If the world accepts homosexuality as 
it’s norm and if it moves the entire world 
in that regard, the whole world is then 
going to be sitting like Sodom and 
Gomorrah before a Holy God. And when 
the wrath of God comes on this earth, 
we will all be guilty and we will all suffer 
for it.” - Pat Robertson 

“Just like what Nazi Germany did to the 
Jews, so liberal America is now doing 
to the evangelical Christians. It’s no 
different. It is the same thing. It is 
happening all over again. It is the 
Democratic Congress, the liberal-based 
media and the homosexuals who want 
to destroy the Christians. Wholesale 
abuse and discrimination and the worst 
bigotry directed toward any group in 
America today. More terrible than 
anything suffered by any minority in 
history.” — Pat Robertson 

“Many of those people involved with 
Adolph Hitler were Satanists, many of 
them were homosexuals—the two things 
seem to go together.” — Pat Robertson 


SOMETIMES MY IGNORANCE 



TURNS MY OWN STOMACH 


me and Jesus? 



we re just friends! 


“It is teaching kids to fornicate, teaching 
people to have adultery, every kind of 
bestiality, homosexuality, lesbianism- 
everything the bible condemns.” - Pat 

Robertson talking about Planned 
Parenthood 

“NOW is saying that in order to be a 
woman, you’ve got to be a lesbian.” - 

Pat Robertson talking about NOW (National 
Organization of Women) 

“The feminist agenda is not about equal 
rights for women. It is about a socialist, 
anti-family political movement that 
encourages women to leave their 
husbands, kill their children, practice 
witchcraft, destroy capitalism, and 
become lesbians.” — Pat Robertson 

“I know this is painful for the ladies to 
hear, but if you get married, you have 
accepted the headship of a man, your 
husband. Christ is the head of the 
household and the husband is the head 
of the wife, and that’s the way it is, 
period.” — Pat Robertson 

“God hates homosexuality.”— Rev. Jerry 
Falwell 

“If you’re not a born-again Christian, 
you’re a failure as a human being.” — 

Rev. Jerry Falwell 

“AIDS is not just God’s punishment for 
homosexuals; it is God’s punishment for 
the society that tolerates homosexuals.” 

—Rev. Jerry Falwell 

“I do not believe the homosexual 
community deserves minority status. 
One’s misbehavior does not qualify him 
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or her for minority status. Blacks, 
Hispanics, women, etc., are God- 
ordained minorities who indeed deserve 
minority status.” - Rev. Jerry Falwell 

“Someone must not be afraid to say, 
‘moral perversion is wrong.’ If we do not 
act now, homosexuals will ‘own’ 
America! ...If you and I do not speak up 
now, this homosexual steamroller will 
literally crush all decent men, women, 
and children who get in its way...and our 
nation will pay a terrible price!” - Rev. 
Jerry Falwell 


“The ACLU is to Christians what the 
American Nazi party is to Jews.” - Rev. 
Jerry Falwell 

“AIDS is the wrath of a just God against 
homosexuals.To oppose it would be like 
an Israelite jumping in the Red Sea to 
save one of Pharaoh’s charioteers.” - 

Rev. Jerry Falwell 


“Most of these feminists are radical, 
frustrated lesbians, many of them, and 
man-haters, and failures in their 
relationships with men, and who have 
declared war on the male gender. The 
Biblical condemnation of feminism has 
to do with its radical philosophy and 
goals. That’s the bottom line.” - Rev. 
Jerry Falwell 


Of course I love Jesus 



BUT NOT LIKE THAT 


“Grown men should not be having sex 
with prostitutes unless they are married 
to them.” -Rev. Jerry Falwell 

“It appears that America’s anti-Biblical 
feminist movement is at last dying, thank 
God, and is possibly being replaced by 
a Christ-centered men’s movement 
which may become the foundation for a 
desperately needed national spiritual 
awakening.” - Rev. Jerry Falwell 

“And, I know that I’ll hear from them for 
this. But, throwing God out successfully 
with the help of the federal court system, 
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The Cure 

To all of you sexual deviants that have perversely lost your way 

To all of you with loved ones that have been immorally led astray 

Fear no more, have faith in us, god's soldiers are here to appease 

We'll save you from immorality by helping to rid you of this horrid disease 

Bring the gays, the lesbians and bisexuals- we've got the cure 

Bring the queers, transsexuals and transgendereds- we've got the cure 

Bring the sinful, bring the immoral, bring the sick- we've got the cure 

Change your ways, ignore your instincts, repress your feelings- sin no more 

This disease can now be treated with god's help these sinners can be cured 

And traditional Christian gender roles can be forcibly restored 

But just like with alcoholics, all of our efforts can't succeed 

If they'd rather live in denial and refuse to get the help they need 

Bring the gays, the lesbians and bisexuals- we've got the cure 

Bring the queers, transsexuals and transgendereds- we've got the cure 

Bring the sinful, bring the immoral, bring the sick- we've got the cure 

Change your ways, ignore your instincts, repress your feelings- sin no more 

People are not born this way like these gay rights activists suggest 

We've conducted our own "impartial" studies and have determined that we're correct 

It's an unnatural, corrupt behavior that threatens spirituality and health 

We can cure these sexual deviants if they're willing to help themselves 

Bring the gays, the lesbians and bisexuals- we've got the cure 

Bring the queers, transsexuals and transgendereds- we've got the cure 

Bring the sinful, bring the immoral, bring the sick- we've got the cure 

Change your ways, ignore your instincts, repress your feelings- sin no more 


No. 1 don't find Jesus attractive 
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come on, he's a dude! 


throwing God out of the public square, 
out of the schools. The abortionists have 
got to bear some burden for this because 
God will not be mocked. And when we 
destroy 40 million little innocent babies, 
we make God mad. I really believe that 
the pagans, and the abortionists, and the 
feminists, and the gays and the lesbians 
who are actively trying to make that an 
alternative lifestyle, the ACLU, People for 
the American Way — all of them who 
have tried to secularize America — I 
point the finger in their face and say, You 
helped this happen.” — Rev. Jerry Falwell, 
blaming civil libertarians, feminists, 
homosexuals, and abortion rights 
supporters for the terrorist attacks of 
Tuesday, September 11, 2001 

“I want you to just let a wave of 
intolerance wash over you. I want you 
to let a wave of hatred wash over you. 
Yes, hate is good...Our goal is a Christian 
nation. We have a Biblical duty, we are 
called by God, to conquer this country. 
We don’t want equal time. We don’t want 
pluralism.” —Randall Terry, Founder of 
Operation Rescue 

“Overnight, you’ll have the court 
saying...homosexual marriage is a 
protected right. I would call it a blitzkrieg 
of the homosexual juggernaut. It’s not 
an erosion. It’s a frontal assault on 
decency and morality.” — Randall Terry, 
Founder of Operation Rescue on the 
Supreme Court decision banning anti¬ 
sodomy laws 

“If the militant homosexuals succeed in 
their accursed agenda, God will curse 
and judge our nation... The goal of the 
homosexual movement is to 
‘mainstream’ unspeakable acts of evil... 
Their cries for tolerance are really a 
demand for our surrender.They want us 
to surrender our values, our love for 
God’s law, our faith, our families, the 
entire nation to their abhorrent agenda.” 
— Randall Terry, Founder of Operation 
Rescue; in his campaign literature from his 
1998 run for congress in New York 


“Ideally, it would have been nice to have 
a few phalanxes of policemen with 
machine guns and mow them down.” - 

Talk Radio Host Bob Grant, WABC, New 
York, discussing New York’s annual Gay 
Pride Parade 

“The homosexual blitzkrieg has been 
better planned and executed than 
Hitler’s.” - Rep. William Dannemeyer (R- 
CA) 

“Homosexuality—The Party believes 
that the practice of sodomy tears at the 
fabric of society, contributes to the 
breakdown of the family unit, and leads 
to the spread of dangerous, 
communicable diseases. Homosexual 
behavior is contrary to the fundamental, 
unchanging truths that have been 
ordained by God, recognized by our 
country’s founders, and shared by the 
majority of Texans. Homosexuality must 
not be presented as an acceptable 
‘alternative’ lifestyle in our public 
education and policy, nor should ‘family’ 
be redefined to include homosexual 
‘couples.’ We are opposed to any 
granting of special legal entitlements, 
recognition, or privileges including, but 
not limited to, marriage between persons 
of the same sex, custody of children by 
homosexuals, homosexual partner 
insurance or retirement benefits. We 
oppose any criminal or civil penalties 
against those who oppose 
homosexuality out of faith, conviction, 
or belief in traditional values.” - From the 
2002 Republican Party of Texas Platform 

“Gay marriage should be between a man 
and a woman.” —California Governor 
Arnold Schwarzenegger 

“The GOP has done more for gay rights 
than the Democratic National Committee 
ever did.” -Maurice Bonamigo, trying to 


start a chapter of the Log Cabin Republican 
group in Palm Beach, Florida 

“To compare rich, privileged 
homosexual lobby groups allied with 
transsexuals and sadomasochists to 
brave civil rights crusaders- who risked 
their lives to advance freedom- insults 
every black American who overcame real 
injustice and poverty. It’s time for the 
homosexual lobby to stop co-opting the 
black civil rights struggle. The [National 
Gay and Lesbian] Task Force’s agenda 
of promoting perversion- including 
public homosexual sex, sadomasochism 
and bisexuality- would offend the vast 
majority of African-Americans who 
understand the difference between God- 
designed racial distinctions and 
changeable, immoral behavior.” -Sandy 
Rios, President of Concerned Women for 
America 



For the record... 

“Homophobia is like racism and anti- 
Semitism and other forms of bigotry in 
that it seeks to dehumanize a large group 
of people, to deny their humanity, their 
dignity and personhood. This sets the 
stage for further repression and violence 
that spread all too easily to victimize the 
next minority group.” 

-Coretta Scott King, wife of slain civil 
rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. 
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Ain’t no rhyme or reason to why 
these recipes are in the dinner 
section of my recipe pages, other 
than they are some of my favorite 
big meals to make (or have made 
for me!) Hopefully they will be 
some of your favorites too! For 
me, dinner is a staple; it may very 
well be the one big meal I make to 
feed me for days throughout the 
week. This means it has to be 
hearty, full of protein, and soul- 
satisfying. Much of my happy 


childhood memories were spent in 
the kitchen, preparing dinners that 
would take all day to make. I’ve 
carried those childhood memories 
of cooking with me, and relish in 
the nights when my friends and I 
can get together and make food 
for one another. Some of these 
recipes I’ve included here are sort 
of involved, but they are well 
worth the work and time. Dinner, in 
particular is a great meal, because 
it can be made at any time...to me 


dinner means whenever people 
can get together, be that 5pm or 
3am. So find a friend, heat up the 
pan, turn on the oven, put on some 
mad punk rock, and start yer cooking. 

++*Thanks to everyone that 
contributed this time- Beta Dirt, 
Chad, Chelsea (for the awesome 
drawing!), Erin, Jake and Mr. 
Booba. Coming up in the next 
issue: sweet, sweet desserts for 
you sweet, sweet punk rockers. 
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Maygun’s No-Chicken Noodle Matzo 
Ball Soup 

For my dad. 

For Matzo Balls: 

1 1/2 cups matzo meal 

12 oz package firm silken tofu 

1/4 cup & 2 Tablespoons vegetable oil 

1/2 cup no-chicken broth 

3/4 teaspoon salt 

3/4 teaspoon ground black pepper 

Crumble the tofu into a blender or food 
processor, add the no-chicken broth and 
puree until smooth. Add oil, blend again. 
Mix the tofu mixture with the matzo 
meal, salt and pepper. Cover the bowl 
and refrigerate for at least an hour. Bring 
a large pot of salted water to a boil. 

To make the matzo balls, wet your hands 
and form tightly packed small sized 
balls. Drop them one at a time into the 
pot of boiling water, cover and let them 
cook for forty minutes. Do not lift the lid 
until they are done or they will get tough! 

For no-chicken noodle soup: 

2 15-ounce boxes of vegetarian-chicken 
broth, plus about 4 cups of water 

Mock chicken, chopped 

4 carrots, chopped 

3 stalks of celery, chopped 

1 medium sized onion, chopped 

5 cloves garlic, minced 
Vegetable oil 

Salt 

Pepper 

Crushed red peppers 

2 cups cooked pasta noodles 

While the matzo balls are boiling, make the 
soup. In a large pot, heat oil over medium 
heat. Saute onions until they are translucent. 
Add carrots and celery and cook until they 
begin to get soft. Add garlic and cook 
through, mixing frequently to avoid burning. 
Add chopped mock chicken to the 
vegetables and stir. When everything is 
heated through, add the two boxes of 
vegetarian-chicken broth and additional 
water. Heat until boiling, adding salt, pepper, 
and crushed red pepper to taste. Reduce 
heat and cook until all vegetables are soft. 
Add noodles, and pour over matzo balls into 
big bowls and serve. 

Jake’s Ranch Dressing 

Ingredients: 

1 cup Vegan Mayonnaise 
1/4 cup Soymilk 

1 Tbsp. plusl/2 teaspoon garlic powder 
1/2 teaspoon onion powder 

1/2 teaspoon salt 

1/2 teaspoon black pepper 

2 Tablespoon dried parsley 

1-1/2 teaspoon apple cider vinegar 

Mix all ingredients together in blender (or 
by hand if you don’t have electricity). Let sit 
for a while to settle then put it on everything 
and think about how much you love being 
vegan! 

Maygun’s Balsamic Flax Dressing 

I also put this recipe in Jim’s Twin Cities 
Food Core zine, but since it is my favorite 


dressing to make, I thought I would share it 
here with all you as well... 

Ingredients: 

5 Tablespoons Balsamic Vinegar 

8 Tablespoons Olive Oil 

1 Tablespoon Dijon Mustard 

1 Tablespoon Vegan Mayo 

1 Tablespoon Hot sauce 

Dash of Salt 

Dash of Ground Pepper 

1 Teaspoon Ground Flaxseed 

Mix together all wet ingredients except for 

olive oil. Add salt, pepper and flaxseeds and 

stir well. When all ingredients are mixed 

together, add oil. The best way I’ve found to 

mix and store fresh dressing is in a reused 

sealed jar. Add all the ingredients to the jar, 

screw on the lid, and shake! 

Pour the dressing of your choice over... 

Maygun’s Big Enough For Dinner Salad 

Grab a big bowl. Wash and dice all veggies. 
Throw together a whole bunch of spinach, 
kale, chard, baked tofu, tempeh, broccoli, 
peppers, green beans, mushrooms, beets, 
olives, snap peas, carrots, red and green 
onions, sprouts, sunflower seeds, flax 
seeds, and whatever else you have laying 
around. Drench in dressing, and enjoy! 

Erin’s Hot and Sour Soup 

Ingredients: 

4 cups veggie broth 
6-8 shitake mushrooms 
1 small can water chestnuts 
1/3 cup sliced bamboo shoots 

1 cup diced tofu 

1/4 teaspoon black pepper 
3 Tablespoons red wine vinegar 

2 Tablespoons dark soy sauce 

1 1/2 Tablespoons of cornstarch 
1 teaspoon chili oil 
Pepper 
Green onions 

Soak mushrooms in hot water for at least 
30 minutes. Bring broth to a boil, and add 
tofu, bamboo shoots, water chestnuts and 
mushrooms. Blend cornstarch with 2 
tablespoons of water until smooth. Stir in 
vinegar, soy sauce, chili oil and pepper. 
Slowly stir in cornstarch and bring to a boil 
again. Add green onions to taste when 
serving. 

Maygun and Chad’s unPork-steak 
and Gravy 

1 had never eaten this before, but was told 
when I made this breaded fried gluten that 
it would be perfect for an old Minnesota 
meal- pork steak and gravy, so we came up 
with this recipe. Here is the vegan version 
of this meal, for all your comfort food needs. 
Serve with green beans and mashed 
potatoes, or over pasta. 

To prepare the “pork”, mix together: 

2 Cups Vital wheat gluten flour 
Nutritional yeast 

Vegan chicken broth powder 

Onion powder 

Garlic powder 

Parsley 

Pepper 

Salt 

Soy sauce 


Beer (whatever cheap swill you’re drinking 
at the moment will do) 

Water 

★ Mix dry ingredients together first. In a 
bowl, mix 2 cups vital wheat gluten flour, 

1 Tablespoon nutritional yeast, 1 
teaspoon vegan chicken broth powder, 
and 1/2 teaspoon each of onion powder, 
garlic powder, parsley, salt and pepper. 
Add soy sauce/water mixture (enough to 
make a dough, but not too much that it is 
watery) and knead dough until it is elastic 
and all the ingredients have been mixed 
together. Let it sit for 10 minutes, knead 
it a few times again and stretch into a loaf. 
Cut into small-medium sized cutlets. 

★ In a shallow bowl, mix together water, soy 
sauce, and a splash of beer. In another 
bowl, mix together flour, nutritional yeast, 
vegan chicken broth powder, salt, pepper, 
parsley, and corn meal. 

★ Add oil to a frying pan and turn heat on 
low. Dip each cutlet in the liquid mixture, 
then coat in the dry mixture and place in 
the frying pan. Be sure to keep the heat 
on low so the gluten can cook, and to give 
space, as the cutlets will expand as they 
cook. Cook on low for about 7-10 minutes 
on each side and remove from the pan. 
Save drippings for the gravy. 

To make the gravy: 

Pan drippings (from gluten steaks) 

Onion soup mix (premixed with water) 
Vegan Cream o’ mushroom soup 
Black Pepper 
Salt 

Re-heat pan and add cream of mushroom 
soup, flour, salt and pepper. Wisk together. 
As it heats and thickens, add onion soup 
and thin to desired consistency. Chop 
unpork steaks and add to gravy right before 
serving. Serve over noodles or mashed 
potatoes. 

Maygun’s Vegan Lasagna 

Ingredients: 

Lasagna noodles 

Pasta sauce (ingredients and directions 
listed below) 

Tofu Ricotta (ingredients and directions 
listed below) 

Spinach 
Mushrooms 
Red peppers 
Tofu 

Vegan sausage or burger crumbles 

One can tomato puree 

One can crushed tomatoes 

Onion 

Garlic 

Olive oil 

Nutritional yeast 
Lemon 

Herbs- parsley, basil, oregano, marjoram, 
thyme, sage, etc. 

Sauce: 

Cook the lasagna noodles. DO NOT over 
cook them! If you want you can use the no 
boil noodles instead. While they are cooking, 
prepare the pasta sauce. Heat olive oil in a 
pan. Sautee garlic and onion. Crumble 
veggie sausage into the pan and brown. Add 
one can tomato sauce, and one can crushed 
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tomatoes and simmer. Season with salt, 
pepper, parsley, basil, oregano, marjoram, 
sage and crushed red pepper. 

Tofu Ricotta: 

Mix together 

1 package of tofu, pressed 

2 tsp lemon juice 
2 tsp olive oil 
garlic powder 

1/4 cup nutritional yeast flakes 

salt 

pepper 

In a large bowl, mash the tofu till it’s 
crumbly. Add lemon juice, garlic, salt 
and pfepper and basil and mix. Add 
olive oil, stir with fork. Add nutritional 
yeast and combine all ingredients well. 

When the sauce, ricotta, and noodles are 
done, you can start assembling the lasagna. 
Cover the bottom of a glass baking dish with 
the sauce. Add a layer of tofu ricotta, 
chopped veggies, and cover with noodles. 
Repeat layering until the pan is full and you 
are out of ingredients, ending with a layer of 
noodles, then sauce. Sprinkle with nutritional 
yeast and cover with foil. Bake at 350 for 
30-40 minutes, uncover and bake for 15 
more minutes. Let it sit and then cut into 
slices. 

Pad Thai 

I love pad thai! But I hate that it costs 
upwards of 8 bucks to get it from a 
restaurant. It always frustrated me that 
noodles and sauce would cost that much. 
Now you can make it at home, for far less 
money. So there. This noodle-y good dish 
is for Andre- up the metal! So turn on the 
SAGRILEGE and CELTIC FROST while 
making this one... 

Ingredients: 

1 box rice noodles 
1 package firm tofu 

1 teaspoon chopped garlic 
1/4 cup chopped peanuts 

2 Tablespoons chili paste/hot sauce 
1-2 Tablespoons brown sugar 

1/8 cup rice vinegar 
1/8 cup soy sauce 
1/2 bunch green onions 
2 cups bean sprouts 
1 lime 

★ Boil enough water to cover noodles; once 
boiling, add noodles and remove from 
heat. Let noodles stand 3 minutes and 
then rinse with cold water. 

★ Cube tofu and pan-fry in large pan or wok 
over med-hi heat with a little olive oil and 
sesame oil. When almost done, add 
garlic. 

★ Add noodles to the pan. Add vinegar, soy 
sauce, chili paste, sugar, the juice of half 
the lime, and a little more oil. Continually 
stir the noodles to ensure the ingredients 
are well mixed and the noodles are 
cooked until soft. 

★ Stir in bean sprouts and one-inch 
sections of green onion, then remove 
from heat and serve sprinkled with 
chopped peanuts and garnish with lime 
wedges from the remaining half of lime. 


Erin’s Stroganoff 

1/4 cup vegan sour cream 
1 teaspoon Dijon mustard 

1- 2 Tablespoons fresh dill 
1/8 teaspoon salt 

1 8 teaspoon pepper 

6 medium Portobello mushrooms (5-6" in 
diameter) 

2 tablespoons margarine 

2 tablespoons minced onion 

2 tablespoons flour 
1/2 cup veggie broth 

Mix sour cream, dill, salt, pepper and 
mustard in a bowl. Cut mushrooms into 1/4 
inch strips. Cook mushrooms with onion until 
soft on medium-high heat (about 6 minutes 
or so). Stir in flour until absorbed, stir in broth 
until it boils, then add sour cream mixture. 
Cook 1 more minute. Serve over rice or 
noodles. 

Maygun’s Black Bean Tofu Enchiladas 

You’ll need: 

Corn tortillas - one for every enchilada you 
want to make. 

Shredded vegan Cheddar cheese or 
nutritional yeast for topping. 

Filling (ingredients and directions listed 
below) 

Enchilada Sauce (ingredients and directions 
listed below) 

For Filling: 

1 block firm tofu, crumbled. Cook over 
medium heat with garlic, onion, cumin, 
coriander, salt, pepper and vegetable broth 
until heated through and fragrant. 

Black beans- mix cooked black beans over 
medium heat with lime, garlic and 2 jalapeno 
peppers. 

Spanish rice- mix cooked rice over medium 
heat with one can of diced tomatoes, 1 
chopped onion, 2 cloves minced garlic, 
cumin, coriander, salt and pepper. 

Zucchini, diced 

1 can black olives, sliced 

For Sauce: 

1/4 cup vegetable oil 
1/3 cup onion, finely minced 

3 cloves garlic, finely minced 

10 or so red chilies (or enough to make 1/2 
cup ground red chili) 

2 cups water 

2- 3 Tbsp. flour for thickening 
1/2 to 1 can tomato sauce 
Salt 

★ Put chilies and water in a saucepan and 
bring to a boil. Simmer for 15-20 minutes. 
Remove chilies and cool under running 
water. Reserve cooking water. Cut off 
stem, cut chilies in half and remove seeds 
under running water. Cut in pieces and 
place in blender with 1 cup water. Blend 
well to puree. Strain if desired. 

★ Place oil in saucepan and saute onion 
until translucent; add garlic. Add browned 
flour to mixture and stir well for a minute. 
Add chili puree and cook and stir for a 
couple more minutes. Add reserved 
cooking water plus extra water to thin if 
needed. Add salt and tomato or tomato 
sauce, if desired. Simmer for about 10 
minutes. 


Directions for Enchiladas: 

Grease a deep baking dish with oil or non¬ 
stick spray. Place a small amount of 
enchilada filling, olives, and zucchini into 
each tortilla. Roll the tortillas up and place 
them seam down into the pan. Top 
enchiladas with enchilada sauce. Put into a 
350 degree oven until the enchiladas are 
heated through. After enchiladas are heated 
through, top them with shredded vegan 
cheese or nutritional yeast and cook for 5 
more minutes until cheese is melted. 

Beta Dirt’s Creamy Garlic Potato Soup 
with vegan Bacon 

For soup: 

As much garlic as you can stand (I use 30- 
40 cloves), minced 
1 large onion, chopped 
4 tbsp. oil 

10 cups vegetable broth or water 

1 1/2 cups cubed sweet potatoes 

2 cups cubed potatoes 

1 1/2 cups carrots, cut to same size as 
potatoes 

1 cup of celery chunks 
1/2 frozen peas 

1/2 corn 

2 1/2 cups soy/rice milk 
1/2 cup parsley, chopped 
1/4 cup cilantro, chopped 
2-3 Tablespoons cumin 

2-3 Tablespoons chili powder 
4 Tablespoons soy sauce 

3 Tablespoons basil 

2 Tablespoons pepper 

In a large saucepan, heat oil, onion, and 
garlic on medium heat until onions are 
translucent. Add vegetable broth, 
vegetables, and spices. Leave soy/rice milk 
out. Bring to a boil. Simmer soup on 
medium heat for thirty minutes or until 
vegetable are tender. At this point, remove 
two cup fulls of vegetables with as little broth 
as possible. Put the vegetables into a 
blender or food processor with soy/rice milk 
and blend on high until smooth and creamy. 
Pour this mixture back into the pot and heat 
on low for five minutes. Do not let soup boil 
or it may burn. 

For Fake Bacon: 

1 block of tofu, frozen then thawed and 
pressed 

6 Tablespoons maple syrup 
6 Tablespoons liquid smoke 
6 Tablespoons soy sauce 
To make fake bacon, slice tofu very thin, 
about the thickness of bacon, though a little 
thicker is okay. One block should produce 
at least 20 thin sheets. The freezing and 
thawing process will toughen the texture of 
the tofu. Lay these strips onto a foil lined 
baking sheet. Mix the maple syrup, soy 
sauce, and smoke together in a small bowl. 
The mixture can be painted on with a brush 
or drizzled with a spoon onto the tofu strips. 
Bake these strips in an oven preheated to 
350 degrees for ten minutes. Keep an eye 
on them, though, as ovens vary. They 
should be golden, dried, and crunchy. Pull 
the strips out of the oven and allow them to 
cool a few minutes. Break them up into little 
bits and put them into the soup after it is 
finished cooking. 
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Members of the PE 
crew bring you the 
ultimate recipe in ve¬ 
gan gluttony... 

We at PE headquarters slaved away for 
hours to bring you the best of the best. 
We chopped, bruised, peeled, sauteed, 
steamed and simmered our asses off to 
bring you this recipe. So without further 
adieu, we bring you... 

Uncle Boobah’s Serious Whoopass 
Curried Thai Soup with Mock Chicken 

This oughta make you (and about 12-15 of 
your friends) sweat... 

5 cups Mock Chicken 
3 cups Oyster Mushrooms, chopped 
1 cup Baby Corn, quartered lengthwise 
42 ounces Coconut Milk 
5-10 Tablespoons Green Curry Paste 
3 cubes Vegetable Bullion plus 6 cups water 
20-24 Kaffir Lime Leaves, torn or shredded 
10-12 Stalks Lemongrass- outer layer 
removed, bottom three inches chopped, 
remainder bruised 
1 Bulb Garlic, minced 
30 Shallots, chopped 

1 bunch Coriander (Cilantro) 

2 Bundles Green Onion, chopped 

3 inch piece Galangal (or lesser ginger) 

1 Lime 

Dried red chilis 

Faux Fish sauce (1/2 Tablespoon soy sauce 
plus 1 Tablespoon Oil) 

Vegetable Oil 
12-24 Beers 

DYSTOPIA Human=Garbage plus EP’s and 
DISOBER Sober Life No Way LPs 
Toilet Paper (trust us) 

★ In a large pot, boil 6 cups of water with 3 
vegetable bullion cubes. Once the water is 
boiling, reduce heat to simmer. Add chopped 
bottom pieces of lemongrass and bruised 
stalks (to bruise lemongrass stalks, smash 
them with the butt of a knife to release the 
flavor), 6-7 stalks of torn coriander, 3-4 cloves 
of chopped garlic, sliced galangal, and 2 red 
peppers, broken in half. Simmer covered for 
20 minutes. 

★ Slam a beer #1 

★ Strain stock into a large container. Clean 
and dry the large pot and return it to the stove. 
Add oil and, over medium heat, brown shal¬ 
lots and garlic for about 5 minutes. 

★Slowly add the stock to shallots and garlic 
in the pot. Add coconut milk and remaining 
kaffir lime leaves, and bring to a low boil and 
cook for 10 minutes. 

★Slam a beer #2 

★ Add chopped mock chicken, corn and 
mushrooms and simmer 5 more minutes. 
★Add crushed red chilis to taste, seeds re¬ 
moved. 

★ Add 5-10 Tablespoons (how hot do you 
want it?) of green curry paste, and stir con¬ 
stantly for 3-4 minutes to remove all the 
lumps. 

★ Throw in chopped green onion, add faux 
fish sauce, 1 Tablespoon of lime juice. 
★Serve over rice, and enjoy! 

★Finish all remaining beers. 



USA vs. WORLD 
CONVERSIONS 


U.S. to Metric 

Capacity 

1/5 teaspoon = 1 ml 
1 teaspoon = 5 ml 
1 tablespoon = 15 ml 
1 fluid oz. = 30 ml 
1/5 cup = 50 ml 
1 cup = 240 ml 
2 cups (1 pint) = 470 ml 
4 cups (1 quart) = '.95 liter 
4 quarts (1 gal.) = 3.8 liters 

Weight 

1 oz. = 28 grams 
1 pound = 454 grams 



Metric to U.S. 

Capacity , 

1 militers = 1/5 teaspoon 
5 ml = 1 teaspoon 
15 ml = 1 tablespoon 
30 ml = 1 fluid oz. 

100 ml = 3.4 fluid oz. 

240 ml = 1 cup 

1 liter = 34 fluid oz. , 4.2 cups, 2.1 pints, 1.06 
quarts or .26 gallons 

Weight 

1 gram = .035 ounce 
100 grams = 3.5 ounces 
500 grams = 1.10 pounds 
1 kilogram = 2.205 pounds , or 35 oz 
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It seems like just yesterday when we 
were finishing up the layouts for PE# 1 and 
rushing them to the printers. In fact, I still 
find it hard to believe that I’ve been doing 
this for 15 years now. The release of PE 
#46 was actually our 15th anniversary issue, 
a fact*which I had forgotten until the day it 
went to the printers. As soon as it was in 
their hands, was when we started thinking 
it was as good an excuse as any to have a 
party. So a blowout was planned and 
executed in October and November to have 
the party of all parties (so far) for ourselves 
in celebration of 15 years of PE, to coincide 
with the release of previous issue. 

When word of what we were planning 
started to get around, Scoot of EXTINCTION 
OF MANKIND Joked about flying over to 
play it. We have a saying around here that 
goes, “Be careful of what you wish for, 
because it just might come true,” and that’s 
exactly what happened. Thanks to E.O.M.’s 
generosity and some fiscal ingenuity on our 
part, we managed to get them over to 
headline the party. So us lucky bastards in 
Minneapolis (and those who travelled as far 
as California, Florida, Georgia, Ohio, 
Chicago etc., for the occasion) could not 
only have a great party, but also see one of 
the best shows gigs of the year. Not only 
were the bands absolutely amazing (not to 
mention the atrociously brilliant dance party 
afterwards), but the whole weekend was 
filled with crazed merriment, as out of town 
folks swelled the population of punk houses 
across the city. 

My sincerest thanks to the following 
people who made this event truly special: 
EXTINCTION OF MANKIND, MISERY, 
PROVOKED, DISRESPECT, ASS, and 
BLACKOUT (especially Jon, Gary, Grant, 
and Joe for playing two sets), “Really 
Old” Jon, Adrienne, Beta Dirt Jen, 
Toddrighteous, Travis, Myke, Skell, Steph 
Swill, Pignose, the Triple Rock Social Club 
(whose awesome employees are too 
numerous to name individually), and of 
course everyone else who took part, 
attended, and otherwise made this such an 
awesome occasion. 

With all of the self-congratulatory 
back-patting out of the way, it’s time to look 
forward to 2005. While last year we had 
numerous accomplishments, like 
reformatting the magazine and relaunching 
the record label (with a 11 new releases!), 
the upcoming year looks to be even more 
productive for us. We currently have an 
extremely solid, highly skilled membership, 
a unified vision of goals for the near future, 
and extremely high morale. In other words, 
we’re fully prepared to take on the 
challenges we laid out before us and will 
kick ass while doing it! 

So what are the big plans for 2005? 


For starters, this issue brings us back to 
the original bimonthly schedule we started 
with so many years ago. Until the end of 
2005, we plan to continue publishing every 
other month with this same format. If money 
from ads and subscriptions permit, we 
would also like to increase the number of 
pages and possibly even add some color 
inside. We already have the content 
mapped out for the next several issues and 
there’s some really exciting stuff ahead. Of 
course, money permitting, we’ll probably 
include another compilation CD with an 
issue before the year is out. At the end of 
the year we will decide if it would be 
possible to publish even more often, 
perhaps every month, in 2006. This of 
course will also hinge on whether or not 
there is a demand for such a thing. 

As for the record label, we will likely 
double or triple the amount of releases we 
had in 2004. We are extremely fortunate 
that there are currently so many really good 
anarcho / political punk bands going right 
now and are excited to help out as many 
as we can to have their voices heard. By 
the time this issue is published, our first 
new release for 2005, the BALLAST LP/ 
CD will already be available. I simply 
cannot recommend this band enough to 
anyone who will listen and I hope everyone 
who reads this will! 

Also currently at the pressing plant 
(and will be available by the time you read 
this) are reissues of the debut Know Your 
Enemy LP from BEHIND ENEMY LINES. 
Also being released is a CD from MISERY 
which combines their Who’s the Fool... LP, 
Next Time 7”, the tracks from their split EP 
with ASSRASH, and one additional 
unreleased sone from 1988. As well, there 
are CD versions of the GARMONBOZIA LP 
and DISRESPECT EP’s (including three 
bonus tracks) currently being pressed. We 
are also currently assembling a CD version 
of the ISKRA LP, which will also contain 
bonus materials. 

On the near horizon we have several 
other new releases planned. PROVOKED 
have recorded a second LP, which will be 
released as soon as the artwork is 
completed (the cover is again being done 
by Bryan Ward and a poster by Marald). 
We are also working on releasing the long- 
delayed THOUGHT CRIME LP/CD 
(members of DISTRAUGHT plus Simon 
from S.S.T.). The “legendary” DOOM have 
also started playing again, so we’re 
planning to reissue the Fuck Peaceville 
collection too. Additional collection projects 
to be released soon are from SUICIDAL 
SUPERMARKET TROLLEYS and 
DECREPIT, plus more are in the works. 
Further down the road are new split LP with 
COP ON FIRE and VISIONS OF WAR (co¬ 
released with several European labels), a 
split EP with DISRESPECT and THE 
RESTARTS , and a vinyl version of MIGRA 
VIOLENTA’s latest and most devastating 
release. Of course there will be additional 
releases from many of the bands that 
helped make last year so good! 

You might be thinking that our plans 
for 2005 are to stay in the office to make 
the magazine and stuff records, but we also 


have big plans to get on the road too. Our 
first trip for 2005 will out to the San 
Francisco Bay Area Anarchist Book Fair on 
March 26th in Golden Gate Park. Not only 
are we planning to set up a table at this 
event, but we are also bringing 
DISRESPECT with us to play at least two 
shows that weekend. At press time, it looks 
like we will be playing either the East or 
South Bay on the 25th (we hope with 
NIGEL PEPPERCOCK) and on 26th in SF 
with VOETSEK, ASS END OFFEND, and 
probably PAXANE, at the Balazo Art Space 
(in the Mission District). 

For the next trip we plan to pile as 
much of the distro as possible into 
DISRESPECT’S van for the trip out to 
Pointless Fest. This will take place in 
Philadelphia in mid-August. If anyone 
wants to help with a gig for DISRESPECT 
on the East Coast, or somewhere on the 
way from Minneapolis, please write to 
disrespect4u2@yahoo.com. This road trip 
will only be for two weeks, but we hope to 
cover as much ground as possible. 

Closer to home, members of the PE 
Collective are also involved with helping to 
organize C.L.l.T. Fest for 2005, to take 
place on the July 4th (long) weekend in 
Minneapolis. At this early stage of planning, 
the event will most likely start on the 
morning of Saturday, July 2nd, and will 
include two full days of workshops and gigs. 
The whole event is themed around 
promoting female participation in punk rock 
as well as combatting inequality in general. 
The Triple Rock Social Club has offered to 
host two back-to-back days for all ages 
shows on the 2nd and 3rd, with workshops 
and other events at additional locations. As 
this goes to press, the lineup of confirmed 
bands includes BEHIND ENEMY LINES, 
ISKRA, THE PROFITS, KURSK, DIE 
SCREAMING, HAPPY BASTARDS, 
AGAINST EMPIRE, I OBJECT 
DISCHARGE INFORMATION SYSTEM, 
BLACK HOWLER and more. There will of 
course be local bands playing, but they 
have not yet been announced. The source 
for the most current information on C.L.l.T. 
Fest 2005 is of course at www.clitfest.org. 

Also, don’t forget that many of the 
bands on Profane Existence Records will be 
touring this coming year and will likely play 
in a town near you. Be sure to check out the 
tours and events page on our web site for 
the most up-to-date information. We also list 
events on this page that we organize, 
endorse, or otherwise participate in. 

So far, 2005 is already shaping up to 
be one of the most productive years the 
PE Collective has seen so far. Not only will 
our activities increase, but we’re hoping 
that our participation will help make a 
stronger and more active D.I.Y. punk 
movement on a worldwide level. We have 
been incredibly inspired ourselves over the 
past year (especially by the younger 
generations of active punks) and hope to 
return some of that inspiration back into the 
community in 2005 and more years to 
come. 

As a closing reminder, I want to stress 
how important it is to be active and aware 
in the world and take an active role in 
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making changes for a better world around 
you. In fact, that is the whole point of 
Profane Existence: No one is better suited 
to make decision that affect your life other 
than yourself. If you don’t raise your own 
voice in self-defense, then there’s really no 
point in having one. To this end, it is all of 
our responsibility to make our voices heard, 
and to raise the call for social justice for 
ourselves and in solidarity with others. Get 
out in public and voice your opinions, raise 
your voice in protest (there are more ways 
to do this than standing on a street corner 
with a sign), join a workers’ cooperative, 
form an activist collective or affinity group, 
etc. The possibilities are endless and can 
even come in smaller packages like going 
vegetarian, quitting smoking, eating 
healthier, riding a bike more and driving 
less. The world is going to pass you by if 
you don’t get active and participate. If you 
don’t, then you will have no one else to 
blame for your piss-hole situation, failing 
health, and defeatist attitude other than 
yourself. 



My fists clenched white against the 
railing, I stared off into the distance standing 
on a platform a couple hundred feet off the 
ground. “No way”, I thought. “No fucking 
way”. So there I was, about 3 stories up, 
strapped into some weird harness 
contraption with a plastic helmet that would 
surely do nothing to protect me if I were to 
fall, ready to backtrack and hightail it down 
the stairs and back to solid ground... Before 
I could verbalize this fear and get the hell 
out of there, these guys hooked me onto a 
cable wire, pushed me off the platform, and 
set me whizzing down a cable suspended 
high above the treetops, the black hills and 
clear blue water of the Pacific Ocean coast 
of Tamarindo, Costa Rica quickly 
disappearing from my view... 

2004 was one of those years, where 
you stand on the edge and think there’s no 
way you can accomplish the task in front of 
you. And then, before you know it, it’s 
happening. Whether you expected it or not, 
there it lies in front of you. So I guess I start 
my column here, in an appropriately reflective 
mood at the end of one year and the 
beginning of a new one... 

The sign sat in front of me day after day, 
taunting me with its blatant message. “HATE 
YOUR JOB? QUIT!” I had been working in a 
laidback, progressive, we hate Bush and think 
everyone should be allowed to smoke marijuana 
catalog company for darn close to a year. The 
place was great, in so far as it matched my 
politics close enough and I didn’t have to pretend 
to be someone I’m not, and the hours and co¬ 
workers and bike ride to work were all pretty 
great. It suited me well for the time being- a friend 
of mine was generous enough to get me a job 
there as temporary holiday help about a year 
ago when I really needed it, and about 8 months 
later, in the heat of summer, I sat there still, 


wondering how I was going to make my move 
and leave this job. Though I supported the 
company I was working for, I was bored. Out of 
my fucking mind, climbing the walls, B-O-R-E- 
D, bored. I am the type of person that needs to 
be challenged, that needs her mind fed with new 
ideas and interactions, and this just wasn’t 
cutting it. Now don’t get me wrong, I don’t 
begrudge anyone for working there; on the 
contrary I think the company has stayed afloat 
due to the efforts of the outstanding people that 
work there, and they definitely do some excellent 
work. But it was well past my time to leave, and 
anyone that knows me well knows the look in 
my eyes when I’ve reached that point. 

At the same time we started seriously 
brainstorming in the PE collective, and after 
one of what was by no means the first nor 
last of these hours-long conversations, the 
three of us decided it was time we pooled 
our efforts and started working together for 
Profane Existence on a daily basis. This 
conversation took place on the hood of a car, 
in the long hours of August, one beer after 
the next drank in celebration as we decided 
that we were indeed going to go for it! The 
victory that no one but us witnessed that 
evening as the sun went down at the end of 
the driveway... 

I quit my job that week, and made the 
move to the Profane Existence office. Dan 
and I had been working together on the 
magazine together since the winter of 2002, 
but I had always had another day-to-day job, 
so this was, to say the least, a huge lifestyle 
change. It was one that I was ecstatic to 
make, but I think it’s taken me a few months 
to get into the groove of things. But here I am 
now, a few months later, and I’ve settled finally 
into my daily routine. I think we all have, as it 
has been a change of pace for all of us. And 
I think we’re all doing really well! 

Being part of a collective is a really 
important thing to me; it meshes with how I 
view the world. I have worked in or with 
cooperatives and collectives for many years 
of my life, some old, some brand-spanking 
new, some as a volunteer and some as an 
employee. For me, it’s the best, most equal 
way to work- everyone has a say, everyone 
feels their ideas and contributions are 
important, everyone relies on one another. 
And heck, I’ve always been told since I was 
a little girl that I have problems with authority 
figures anyway, so maybe this was in the 
cards for me from the get go... 

A lot of things happened in the last year 
that I never would have guessed. We formed 
the collective the BREAST Brigade (The 
Belligerent Revolutionaries Enraged Against 
Sexist Tyranny) and saw the creation of the 
first annual CLITfest. I quit my job to focus 
my energy on PE full-time. I zipped through 
the air suspended over the treetop canopy 
of a forest in Costa Rica. Going through the 
year looking forward, it seemed like a rough 
one for many. Everyone was having a hard 
time with one thing or another, myself 
included. But looking back on it I can already 
see all the good that came out of last year. 

2005 has arrived already, and I’ll never 
forget the sticky summer of 2004 when I left 
that job and made the choice to do what is 
ultimately the most important to me. I’ll 
remember the sweet feeling that hot day I 
realized I was leaving my job, and the smile 
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on all our faces during that long August 
evening when we decided the three of us 
were going to all work together in joint efforts 
as the Profane Existence collective. I sit here 
now, music blaring, feet frozen in the midst 
of January, and smile, truly happy. Everything 
in me knows I made the right move. 

Cheers-Maygun, maygun@mail.com 
★★★ A shout out, for lack of a better word, to 
Summer, which I apparently miss like crazy 
since I referenced it about 20 times in my 
column, to the PE collective (including 
Chicken Butt!), and to my family, who has 
whole-heartedly supported the big decisions 
I’ve made in the past year. You are all 
important to me. 

/tew 

neuter@thecoot9rs.com 

I get in these moods sometimes where I 
don’t really feel like talking and don’t really 
have much to say at all. Christmas is 
notorious for causing this in me and not 
surprising, as the deadline for Profane 
Existence looms at the end of the year, I 
find myself smack dab in the middle of one 
of these moods. 

Of course, it will pass, and although I 
could write volumes about how I hate 
Christmas, I know this column won’t see 
the light of day until sometime well into the 
next year, and these holiday doldrums will 
be just a memory. Who wants to read about 
Christmas in February? Not me. 

So instead, I’ve decided to print a few 
words relating to how I feel about the 
situation in the world today. Hope you can 
relate... 

Democracy is dead. Greed is now 
religion. Bow down to your gods on 
television. 

Society’s been had. The President’s 
a puppet. Kids, run for your guns just like 
your government. 

I’m talking to you! 

For pennies on the dollar, the world 
is up for sale. There’s no end in sight. 
We’re doomed to this hell. 

Megacorporations have taken all 
control. We live out their lies, while they 
destroy our lives. 

I’m talking to you! 

We’re born too young and we die too 
soon and we’re living our life on a dying 
moon of a tiny sun that has just begun to 
shine its light into the night. Life, it seems, 
is so remote on a backwoods planet that 
has no hope of getting along, and 
understanding what its all about! 

No more reasons to fight, I get by 
every night from bullshit in life! 

Democracy is dead. Greed is now 
religion. Bow down to your gods on 
television. 

Society’s been had. The President’s 
a puppet. Kids, run for your guns just like 
your government. 

I’m talking to you! 
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I read over this list and it makes no 
sense to me. It’s in a language that I don’t 
understand and whenever I ask for an 
explanation, someone in a white lab coat 
speaks to me in the same tone you’d use 
on a* disobedient child who needs to be 
quickly put in their place. Dr. So&So will 
throw in even more clinical words in an 
effort to make my confusion absolutely and 
utterly complete and the more questions I 
ask as I strive for clarity, the more clinical 
and vague Dr. So&So’s words become. 
When I ask why a certain examination or 
procedure must be done, I get treated as if 
I’ve just questioned why someone needs 
to breathe. As if I’ve just asked why our 
hearts need to beat. If I balk at a price, I 
am told in no uncertain terms that there is 
no price you can put on health and safety. 
By the end, I am sitting with my sick dog 
Norton in my lap with the burn of unshed 
tears in my eyes, consumed by frustration 
and confusion. I have a very American way 
of thinking when it comes to Norton’s 
illness...just give me a fucking pill and make 
it go away. Unfortunately, there is no pill 
and no matter how fancy the vet’s terms or 
how clinical the diagnosis may sound, the 
end result is that my dog is going to die. 
The confusing list above covers the various 
health problems Norton has had to face in 
the last two months that are above and 
beyond her terminal illness. This list 
doesn’t include the emergency vet visit, the 
spinal tap (that was $1000 dollars alone), 
the cost of the anaesthesia to put her under 
for the spinal tap, the blood work, the blood 
work being sent to Arizona for further blood 
work, the neurologist...the list of 
procedures to diagnose her terminal illness 
could go on and on. And all of those costs 
were accrued just to find out that my dog 
is dying. But what else could I do? My only 
choice was to hand over my credit card until 
it was totally maxed out and then turn to 
my Mother and ask for her credit card until 
the tests were paid for. Financially, paying 
these insane vet bills has been a 
nightmare. Emotionally, watching Norton 
go through test after test has been 
devestating. 

In and amongst all of this wreck and 
ruin, a couple of truly incredible things have 
happened. Actually, more then just a 
couple. The first completely amazing event 
was when I got the phone call from one of 
my best friends, Jehn Mikilaki. She had 
been after me for a couple of weeks for a 
photo of Norton. I figured that she wanted 
the Norton photo to put up on her fridge 
just like I had a photo of her kitty Wally (who 
had passed away-RIP) up on my fridge. So 
Jehn called up and asked me about the 
photo again and I told her that yes, I would 


get her a photo very soon. She sighed, and 
then finally came out with it. It turns out 
that Jehn had spent the last few months 
working on a benefit show for Norton. The 
show would be happening in two weeks 
and she needed the Norton photo to 
complete the flyer. Jehn explained that the 
bands BORN/DEAD, I LOVE A PARADE, 
ASUNDER, and SCURVY DOGS had 
agreed to play. That Mark and Nica were 
going to have it at their warehouse. That it 
would be a BBQ. A Norton Extravaganza. 
The moment she told me, I started crying. 
What do you say when someone tells you 
something as incredible as this? I wanted 
to race out of my house and hug Jehn, hug 
Mark and Nica, and hug every single 
member of every band. The very next day, 
Jehn had her photo of Norton and she 
completed the flyer and we raced around 
town and put them up in the key places. I 
spent the next two weeks finishing up my 
Norton fanzine. I didn’t have a lot of money 
to get it printed, but that’s where Markley 
came to my rescue. For just a bit of cash 
and some beer, he printed, folded, and 
stapled 500 issues of the Norton fanzine. I 
was thrilled. The zine came out 100% 
perfect, even with all of my typos and the 
fact that I had forgotten that photos need 
to be half-toned. None of that mattered to 
me. All that mattered was that the Norton 
zine was finished and that I was so proud 
of the work done by everyone who had 
contributed. 


Examination-comprehensive: $41.00 
Radiology-routine: $97.19 

Urine culture and sensitivity: $84.93 
Clavamox 125mg: $23.10 

Phenobarbitol 32.4mg tablets: $20.40 
Examination-comprehensive: $41.00 
Urinalysis: $36.60 

Cysto-Sterile Urine Collection: $18.38 
Vet-Screen. CBC: $84.82 

Blood sample collect/prep: $4.16 

Phenobarbital level: $77.90 


During the two weeks that I was 
working on the zine, I also wanted to make 
sure that I had Norton t-shirts to sell at the 
show and to give to any of the band 
members of the bands playing the benefit. 
This is where another group of folks came 
to my rescue and my shirts were printed 
and looking absolutely beautiful by the time 
the show rolled around. And buttons. For 
the past couple of years, I’ve handed out 
around 1,000 Norton buttons so I wanted 
to make sure that I had plenty of Norton 
buttons on hand for this event. I had 
recently made a new friend named Aaron 
Jones and even though we barely knew 
each other, he had me come over to his 
house, scan in the image, lay the button 
design out onto the appropriate size page 
and format, and print out a color copy. I 
was then able to rush off to a copy place 
and make sheet after sheet of button 
pages. Then, Aaron patiently showed me 
how to work a button-making machine and 
I spent around six hours making 500 
buttons. By the end of the nite, I had 


watched Thelma And Louise, Dawn Of The 
Dead (the original), and The Thing (the 
remake) and my fingertips were killing me 
from assembling that many goddamn 
buttons. 

Once people started hearing about 
the benefit show, there was this huge 
outpouring of support. I have never 
experienced anything quite like this before. 
The movie theater that I work at on the 
weekends, The Albany Twin, donated 10 
free movie passes to be raffled off at the 
show. A local restaurant, Rudy’s Can’t Fail 
Cafe, donated two gift certificates to the 
restaurant, my best friend Wendy-0 Matik 
donated a signed copy of her book. At the 
show, I set up a table with my Norton shirts, 
Norton buttons, Norton stickers and the 
Norton fanzine and a photo album that had 
pictures of Norton since she was a puppy 
right up to her coming home from the 
hospital after her first cluster of seizures. 
All day and nite, I talked with friends and 
strangers about Norton, explained why the 
benefit was happening, sold raffle tickets, 
and had an incredible time. So many 
people came and showed their support, 
laughed at the various silly photos of the 
little dog, gave me big hugs and so much 
kindness. The raffle was a huge success 
and it was the best thing ever to see so 
many punks get so excited about a raffle. 
The bands played and each band was 
absolutely amazing. Everyone seemed to 
be having such a good time. At the end of 
the nite, Jehn, Fermin, and I helped to clean 
up as much as we could. I kept hugging 
everyone, thanking everyone, and yet it just 
didn’t seem like I could hug and thank 
people enough. I was overwhelmed with 
Jehn’s ability to pull this all together, with 
Markley going above and beyond by putting 
the zine together, with Aaron’s help with the 
buttons, with Mark and Nica agreeing to 
have the show in their warehouse, and with 
all of the bands who said yes to playing for 
free. 

Two days later, Jehn and I drove in 
my truck out to my Mom’s house. I had a 
money order that was made out to her 
name that put a good dent into paying back 
part of the money she had put towards 
Norton’s vet bills. As I handed her the 
money order, I explained to her that this 
money came from Jehn Mikilaki, from Mark 
and Nica, from Asunder, Born/Dead, I Love 
A Parade, Scurvy Dogs, and around 150 
East Bay punk rockers. That it came from 
Fermin who helped me create the Norton 
button image. From Markley. That the 
money came from Marty who helped watch 
the door. That it came from the kid who 
picked up the Norton zine and read a few 
pages before putting it down and 
wandering away. It came from all of us. 
From everyone who helped out from 
beginning to end. Once again, I know it 
doesn’t say nearly enough, but to everyone 
who was a part o the Norton Benefit show, 
thank you. 

Peace/equality, 

Adrienne + Norton 
buffypugs @ hotmail.com 
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Part 1: Maudlin (adj: tearfully or weakly 
emotional) 

I have had a problem with Christmas 
since I became interested in anything 
remotely progressive in terms of music or 
politics. Every year I encounter the same 
set of hang-ups about the whole holiday 
season at a slightly higher intensity than I 
did the year before. I found it extremely 
hard to get excited about anything this time 
around. I’ve always had a hard time finding 
happiness when so many people in other 
parts of the world are suffering and dying. 
This year was also exceptional in the sense 
that my father had to drive up from 
Kentucky and take me home for Christmas, 
since my van was stuck in about a foot of 
solid ice. I think of the consensus my 
roommate and I reached in between PBR’s 
and shots of Canadian Club on Christmas 
Eve in the frat bar down the street that we 
were only at because we were too snowed 
in to go anywhere else: That unless you’re 
super-religious and/or super-materialistic, 
the whole concept of the holiday season 
just leaves you feeling wrung out and 
empty. What can I say- following up The 
Road Warrior with back-to-back episodes 
of The O.C. brings out the depth in all of 
us. 

But nonetheless, I wanted to write 
about something positive this time, if 
nothing else to counteract all the bitterness 
that’s been going on with me lately. I feel 
like I’ve already used up too much space 
in this zine taking shots at people and 
things that I think are fucked up. I always 
get real introspective and somewhat 
maudlin towards the end of the year. I’ve 
never felt the need to make New Year’s 
resolutions, since I don’t need a special 
time of year in order to make changes in 
my life. But the end of the year is always a 
good time for me to clean house and get 
rid of habits, things and (yes) even people 
that aren’t good for me. It’s also a good 
time to look back and think about the things 
you’ve been through, especially when 
you’re snowed in and have nothing else to 
do besides listen to records and drink heart 
attack-inducing amounts of coffee. 

I’m not one to be tooting my fucking 
horn for any kind of “scene,” but there have 
been a lot of occasions in the past twelve 
months where I’ve found myself in awe of 
the things that people in the political punk 
scene have done. This was always a huge 
bone of contention with the last girl I dated, 
who had come and gone through the punk 
scene when we were just pen pals and had 
difficulty understanding why I’m still a part 
of it at age 31. I know nothing’s perfect, 


but I always get my dukes up fast whenever 
somebody dismisses my friends and me 
as “just a bunch of dirty kids” or whatever. 
There were a lot of times in 2004 when I 
had my mind completely blown by the 
people I know that keep the DIY punk 
scene rolling. Like sitting in the living room 
of the PE house watching the conception 
of what would eventually become C.L.l.T. 
Fest. Or the level of organization following 
the unfortunate events that marred 
Pointless Fest. I was shocked and 
dismayed that such a thing such as rape 
took place, but I think the way we, as a 
community, dealt with it says a lot in terms 
of what we are as people as opposed to 
what the general public may think of us. 
And this is without even mentioning the 
many awesome people I’ve come across 
in traveling here and there as a result of 
having the luxury of dicking out of work to 
do what I think is really important in terms 
of actually living for oneself and doing what 
you feel is worthwhile. 

It’s weird; I look back sometimes at 
how I used to be and I don’t even feel like 
the same person that I was when I was a 
boy. I remember being a kid and finally 
mustering up the courage to walk all the 
way to the end of the street, or later on how 
driving from Lexington to Cincinnati in my 
busted-up Chevette was such a big deal. 
Nowadays, I think nothing of driving eight 
or nine hours to play a show or even attend 
one. I remember being a dipshit little skate- 
punk kid picking up my first issue of Profane 
Existence back in 1992. If you had told 
me then that there would come a day where 
I was hustling to get a column and record 
reviews done in time for the zine to be 
published, I would most likely have told you 
that you were fucking out of your head and 
then skulked off to go drink some green 
Mad Dog 20/20. I also remember being so 
quiet and introverted back in elementary 
school, but letting it all go on many 
occasions to play some fierce tennis racket 
air guitar to AC/DC or QUIET RIOT. These 
days, I play guitar for real (well, depending 
on who you ask- the shit my band mates 
talk doesn’t count), have all kinds of outlets 
to vent the frustrations that I didn’t get to 
when I was younger, and am always 
looking forward to the next quest that 
involves smelly feet, talking tons of smack 
on the road, and let’s not forget the endless 
bags of pretzels and travel mugs full of 
shitty gas station coffee. 

To me that is the very essence of 
punk-taking things in your life that were 
previously unattainable and making them 
into something real. Don’t worry, I haven’t 
gone “posi-core” or anything like that. I just 
wanted to write about something positive 
this time out, that’s all. 

Part 2: The thrash! 

In doing some of the aforementioned 
traveling in 2004 and going to a lot of 
shows, I thought it’d be cool to give space 
to some up-and-coming bands that PE 
readers may be interested in. The first one 
that comes to mind is APPALACHIAN 
TERROR UNIT, from Huntington, West 
Virginia. Even though I’ve only seen them 


once, I have to recommend their straight¬ 
ahead punk attack that brings to mind 
earlier AUS-ROTTEN. Sarah and Mat’s 
dual vocal attack will leave you with a 
fucking headache. Also hot is HOLLOWED 
OUT from Urbana, Illinois, who just put a 
10" out. If you like total raging power 
violence-style hardcore, give ‘em a listen. 
Going a little further north, we have 
WORDS THAT BURN from Wisconsin who 
play ripping ENT/DISRUPT style crust 
metal and are hell of nice guys, too. Any 
band that has a song called “66-6 Pack” is 
definitely okay with me. Incidentally, they 
have an LP and a killer EP called “Profits 
of the Christ.” 

Speaking of “nice guys,” I have to 
mention MASS GRAVE from Vancouver, 
Canada, eh. This band has a 7" out on 
Barrage of Salt records and is a total killing 
machine in the vein of modern blast-beat 
hardcore like SHITLIST. These guys are 
also the type that can stay at your house 
for four days and you’ll be bummed out 
when they leave- trust me, I know! Closer 
to home, we have DISMAL, a super group 
of sorts with current and past members of 
THE DEAD HATE THE LIVING, KILLED IN 
ACTION, and THE AWAKENING. They are 
total ripping D-Beat thrash and have a split 
7" with Cincy grinders TUMOR FEAST in 
the works. And finally, from out around 
Beantown we have MAN THE 
CONVEYORS, who are total UK-style crust 
with female and male screamers. They 
have a demo out that’s pretty damn good. 

Okay, all this talk about thrash has 
made me want to get my bike and go 
terrorize some uptown club types on Main 
St. As always, keep it fucking mad and send 
me some damn mail! 

-Doug Saretsky/2237 Stratford Ave. #2/ 
Cincinnati, OH 5219 
diamond666 @ hotmail.com 



I became aware of underground punk 
music when I came back from living in 
Argentina for two years. It was thanks in 
large part to more mainstream acts of the 
early to mid 90’s grunge explosion such as 
Nirvana. I remember buying their interview 
CDs and hearing them talk about the 
people who had influenced them with such 
appreciation that I figured I, in turn, owed 
it to such a personally inspiring musical 
group to check them out. So I would write 
down the band names that they would 
throw in here and there, band names such 
as BLACK FLAG, FLIPPER, SUBHUMANS 
and MC5, and I would essentially force my 
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parents to drive me around to any and 
every record store I heard of to try and buy 
some of this stuff up. But alas my plans 
continually failed thanks in part to the 
underground’s uncanny ability (at the time) 
to stay underground. So I instead settled 
into obsessively collecting more Nirvana 
merchandise and looking into more and 
more of their beliefs (particularly 
vegetarianism, feminism, and DIY). 
Eventually, as I reached high school, I 
started to find more and more of these punk 
gems I so desperately felt a need to 
experience. I remember listening to a tape 
of “FLIPPER - Live” and I was floored by 
the loudness, noise and attitude. I bought 
some comps with bands like MC5, THE 
STOOGES, SEX PISTOLS, etc. and I 
remember listening to THE SEX PISTOLS 
thinking, “Man this is punk? What a 
disappointment.” 

As I delved more and more into the 
little punk music I could find I realized that 
if I really wanted to learn anything about 
this lifestyle I would have to find someone 
more knowledgeable than myself to guide 
me along the way. That guide would come 
in the form of a girl named Selena in my 
freshman year math class. 

As if it wasn’t easy enough to notice 
her with full on gutter punk attire and bi¬ 
hawk, she also happened to walk in late 
into my algebra class. As fate would have 
it she sat in the seat right in front of me. 
Looking for something to actually spark the 
conversation I saw that her backpack had 
a “CRASS -Shaved Womeri ’ patch on it. 
Curious as to what that meant I took the 
chance to introduce myself as soon as the 
opportunity arose. I said to her, “Shaved 
Women? Is that a skinhead thing?” and her 
immediate reply came in the form of 
laughter followed by “No, they’re an 
anarcho-punk band." 

Our friendship grew and I started to 
learn more and more about these forms of 
punk I had never heard of (anarcho and 
peace were mainly what she exposed me 
to). I had new bands on my list of punk to 
find like the DEAD KENNEDYS, THE 
GERMS, 01 POLLOI AND CRASS. I 
succeeded in acquiring some of the music 
I had set out to find this time around 
(including some other bands I had heard 
of like RUDIMENTARY PENI and 
SUBHUMANS finally). Most importantly, as 
my exposure to these new forms of music 
grew so did my exposure to the belief 
systems entailed in them. I started to 
seriously consider going vegetarian and I 
started to unabashedly claim to be an 
anarchist. 

More influential still, not only in 
solidifying my beliefs and getting me 
deeper into the music but also in getting 
my foot in the door in the LA activist and 
punk rock communities (For the purpose 
of clarification, I didn’t use the word “scene” 
because for the most part I use it as a 
derogatory term, it implies something that 
doesn’t last or is popular until the next big 
thing comes around), was a girl named 
Susan. Suzy came into my life via 
transferring from another high school. I had 
actually heard of her before hand because 


I had friends over at the high school she 
was attending. Being excited that there was 
soon to be another punk girl at our school, 
(considering this was a time when it still 
was uncool to be punk and we were few), I 
walked around during lunch to try and find 
her and introduce her to the locals and 
whatnot. I was beaten to the punch by 
Selena and for some odd reason I didn’t 
talk to Suzy at all that year. 

Although we didn’t talk I did still notice 
her since we hung around the same circles. 
Its odd to say but she did influence me far 
more than Selena ever did even without 
having a conversation that whole year (not 
having talked to each other until my junior 
and her sophomore year). I would notice 
band shirts she had on (DESTROY, AUS- 
ROTTEN, CODE 13, WOLFPACK, etc) and 
I would check those bands out finally 
having found places that sold those types 
of records (Dr. Strange in Rancho 
Cucamonga and Headline in Hollywood). I 
even bought my first vinyl record, my junior 
year of high school, off of Selena thanks to 
Suzy’s recommendation (DYSTOPIA- 
Human=Garbage) and I didn’t even have 
a record player at that point! 

The way me and Suzy actually 
started to become friends was when she 
came up to me one random day and asked 
one incredibly random, or at least I thought 
so at the time, question. That question 
being, “Are you a Communist?” I sort of 
looked at her puzzled by the question and 
she pointed at my shirt (with the defiant 
face of Ernesto Che Guevara in yellow and 
red on it) and I responded with “No, actually 
I’m an anarchist.” 

She immediately got excited and 
invited me to a meeting at her house for 
local activists and punk youth wanting to 
implement their beliefs. It was exciting to 
say the least, meeting new people that 
actually cared enough to do something, 
hanging out with like minded individuals 
that I could learn from, being a part of 
something related to more than making 
noise and all the while having a good time 
of it. Even one of my friends from junior 
high was involved (Pablo, whom I’ve 
mentioned before in a past column and is 
now in a band with me). We began a zine, 
affinity groups, bands, etc. None of these 
things really lasted very long but the most 
important thing to come out of any of these 
was that I began to be introduced to people 
that actually helped maintain the scene 
alive (J Lee and the Alternative Gatherings 
Collective mainly at that point). 

This was the foundation for all of the 
projects that I’ve taken upon myself in the 
past couple of years. The Redline 
Collective, my bands, writing, the 
friendships I’ve made with an incredible 
group of people, being a promoter at a local 
Jewish-anarchist community center and 
still managing to be a twenty year old “party 
animal” that works nights. The only thing I 
can hope to maybe accomplish one day is 
to have people draw inspiration from my 
own life and change theirs towards a more 
positive one. That’s the one thing I’ve 
learned about the power of this type of life, 
is that its meant to empower each and 


every one of us, and each and every one 
of us has a responsibility to embody our 
beliefs to the fullest extent possible so that 
each one can teach one how to live a more 
fulfilling life. 

I’m the end result of growing up in 
the amazingly positive and fun DIY punk 
scene of Los Angeles County during the 
late 90’s (I’m talking really late like as in 
99!) til now. I cant say that I’ve always felt 
a part of this so called “scene” but I can 
say that everything I’ve ever accomplished 
regarding the most important and vital 
aspect of my life (my punk lifestyle) has 
been accomplished thanks in large part to 
the incredibly inspiring people that 
surrounded me for these last 5 years. Two 
of which you’ve read about in this column. 
I’ll talk more about these accomplishments 
and the people that have inspired me in 
further columns. 

By the way in the middle of the new 
column header is myself and from left to 
right is Andres (CEO of Militant records and 
Chuff in So Cal, also guitarist of 
BASTARDASS), Ed (screamer for AxRxMx 
and head of the Fontana Chuff Chapter), 
Alexander (bassist for BASTARDASS and 
head of LA Chuff Chapter) and JC 
(drummer for my band ACxDC and soldier 
of La Puente Demon chapter). Were all 
holding it down in San Francisco when my 
band went to play with GODSTOMPER out 
there. 

Until next time, take care of 
yourselves and each other. Love, Sergio 
(Emo Wuss) 

Contact me via : 

email: ilovepunkrock666@yahoo.com 
myspace: http://profiles.myspace.com/ 
users/5465437 

one of my band’s myspace: 
www.myspace.com/antichristdemoncore 
my website: www.geocities.com/ 
ilovepunkrock666/SoCalPunk.html 
livejournal: livejournal.com/eat_raw_dicks 



We All Bleed Red: 

A report on the state of 
healthcare as experienced 
by a subversive element 

Sarah K. Chavez, LuxFugio@aol.com 
When you choose a path apart from 
the “norm” you can expect a reaction from 
the rest of the world. I expect to evoke 
various responses when I walk down the 
street, or go to the grocery store-1 know 
how different I look from the rest of the 
crowd. I don’t mind the questions, or the 
comments, or the stares. 

It’s a moot point. The true questions 
are ones that I have never seen asked in a 
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public forum-Do we, as self expressive 
punks, deserve the same treatment as a 
“normal” citizen? 

The answer, of course, is a 
resounding YES. 

Unfortunately, this is not the case. I 
have heard countless stories regarding a 
sickening lack of help, care, and perhaps 
most importantly, respect when dealing with 
the medical profession. 

For years friends and loved ones have 
been asking me “Why won’t you ever go to 
the doctor?” whenever I am ill, or injured. 
It’s a valid question. Why would someone 
allow themselves more pain and suffering 
if they could receive help? Sadly, the truth 
of the matter is that THEY WILL NOT HELP 
ME. 

If you aren’t careful, they won’t help 
you either. 

I have not received unbiased medical 
treatment since I had a pediatrician. For 
years I have witnessed an appalling trend 
around me-disdain, disgust, disbelief that 
I could possibly have a legitimate ailment, 
and it’s due to my appearance. 

Granted, I have a total of 19 tattoos 
and 12 piercings, the majority of which are 
readily visible. I choose to cut my hair in a 
bi-hawk, and dress the way I feel most 
comfortable. I expect to be viewed 
differently, I expect to be prejudged, but I 
don’t expect to be left bleeding the same 
color as my neighbor when there’s help 
staring me in the face. Ultimately what this 
system has taught me to expect is nothing. 
That expectation has been fulfilled time and 
time again. 

Due to an unfortunate set of 
circumstances I sustained a torn and 
dislocated shoulder approximately eight 
years ago. I have not had access to 
insurance until very recently thus I could 
never have the injury treated. I resigned 
myself to that fact, and have tried my best 
to cope with the recurring subsequent 
dislocations as best as I could. Every time 
my shoulder has come out, I have been 
forced to put it back in myself, deal with 
the pain for a few weeks, and move on. 
This last dislocation, I treated it exactly as 
every one before-tried to reset it and keep 
going. It would not improve, worsening with 
every day that went by. For me to admit 
that I need help and am not fully self- 
sufficient is a great leap of faith, one that I 
am very rarely willing to take. I was forced 
to seek medical treatment, immediately. 
Addressed here are the experiences that 
have finally driven me to speak out against 
a system which is terminally flawed. 

The days leading up to the 
subsequent emergency room visits were 
extremely painful. 

8 - 12-04 

I had made the decision to call my 
primary care physician and was scheduled 
for an emergency appointment after 
informing them of the nature of the injury 
and the very high level of discomfort and 
pain involved therein. 

I was driven to the medical center that 
housed my PCP, and my older brother 
escorted me into the office. At this point in 
time my shoulder had become so unstable 


that I was wearing a bandage in order to 
prevent it from re-dislocating. There was 
visible swelling and distension in my 
shoulder. The arm was hanging at least 2 
inches below the normal height. As soon 
as the doctor and his attendant saw this, 
they instructed me to go straight to the 
emergency room for care. The doctor called 
ahead and gave an oral referral to the 
emergency room staff so as to speed up 
the process. I needed a wheelchair to 
transport me across the street and into the 
ER. My brother took me into the waiting 
area and we checked in with the front desk. 
We informed them that my physician had 
just spoken with someone regarding my 
condition and had requested that I be seen. 
The clerk simply looked us over, and 
handed me a clipboard of paperwork to fill 
out. I let her know that I was right-handed 
and was physically incapable of writing, a 
statement which was met with a glare and 
no response. I had my brother write in my 
information and I attempted to sign the 
papers as best as I could manage. We 
turned them in within ten minutes of 
arriving. There were perhaps two other 
people waiting. My brother requests a 
blanket for me, which we don’t receive for 
at least the first hour. I am coming very 
close to losing consciousness. 

Four hours go by. 

I am frustrated, scared, and in a large 
amount of pain. The attendant finally opens 
the door to the ER and calls my name. We 
are wheeled into the triage and asked 
questions about why we are there, which 
we explain was a direct referral from my 
physician. The attendant parks my 
wheelchair in an empty hallway and leaves, 
not giving us any idea of when I will be seen 
by a doctor, or given anything for the pain. 
It is obvious that I am close to passing out. 
We wait in the hallway for another hour. A 
female doctor walks into the hallway and 
takes one look at me. 

“There’s nothing we can do for you, 
go home.” 

I was NEVER examined. There was 
also a blanket covering my shoulder, so the 
distension and swelling was not taken into 
consideration. A male nurse appears with 
discharge paperwork. At this point, I have 
lost my composure and am crying. I tell him 
that I have been waiting for treatment for 
five hours, no one looked at me, that I don’t 
know how to fix the problem and I need 
something for the pain. I was forced to 
scream at him to get him to help me, but 
after I did he got me a sling and went and 
found a doctor (who also never examined 
me) to write a Vicodin prescription. We went 
home. 

The condition of my shoulder is 
worsening, and the pain is growing ever 
larger. I attempt multiple times to reach my 
physician but after I inform the receptionist 
that they would not help me in the ER I 
never hear from him again. Because it was 
never diagnosed, there is no course of 
action for me to take but return to the 
emergency room. 

8 - 16-04 

I call my insurance company’s 24 
hour nurse line to try to find out what I 


should do. I explain the situation and am 
told to go back to the ER. I opt for a different 
hospital this time. I arrive there in the early 
evening and am very quickly put into a 
hospital bed due to my obvious discomfort 
and pain. I start to think that perhaps 
everything is going to be taken care of here. 
About an hour later, with no medication for 
the pain, a doctor comes in, looks at me, 
does not physically examine me, and 
orders x-rays. I waited for at least two hours 
before the technician came to get me. After 
my x-rays are taken, we wait for the results. 
This is all after I had informed the medical 
staff of the nature of the injury, explaining 
that I know it isn’t broken and it is back in 
the socket. I very vocally complain about 
the pain and am given two Vicodin. Two, 
three hours pass. We were never told how 
long to expect to wait, or kept informed on 
my condition. The doctor reappears and 
tells us that the x-rays show it isn’t broken 
and it is back in the socket. This is exactly 
what I have already told them, hours earlier. 

I ask about the swelling, the distension, the 
pain, and the doctor tells me that there is 
more than likely permanent cumulative 
damage due to the age and severity of the 
injury. He says I need to get a referral from 
my primary care physician for an 
appointment with an orthopedic surgeon. 
When I explain that my physician has not 
been in touch with me they give me no 
other options, and begin filling out my 
discharge papers. Before we are “allowed” 
to leave the ER, they request my insurance 
co-pay on the spot. I am forced to make 
the payment instead of receiving a bill. 
When I try to write the check there is very 
clear disdain and doubt that it is good, and 
they request a credit card. We went home. 

8 - 18-04 

I have not been able to sleep, eat or 
function due to my shoulder. Frustration 
and anger are mounting. I begin to believe 
that I will lose the use of my right arm. I 
can’t feel my fingers and hand, parts of my 
arm are numb as well, and I am having 
spasms in my muscles and tendons. I try 
one last time to get in touch with my 
physician, unsuccessfully. Midnight rolls 
around and I call a friend for advice. I am 
afraid of permanent damage if the problem 
is left alone, but explain that I have not been 
helped at the hospital and I don’t want to 
go back. He proceeds to come over and 
take me to the same ER I was just in 2 
days prior. I am in excruciating pain, and 
we are ushered in almost immediately and 
given a bed. I explain to the staff to the 
best of my ability the lack of treatment I’ve 
been receiving and refuse to quiet down. 
They consult a doctor and he prescribes 
oxygen, a heart monitor, and an intra¬ 
muscular injection of Dilaudid, an opiate 
based painkiller. We wait. The morning is 
approaching, and I have received several 
more shots of Dilaudid. I am awoken to 
speak to, without being given a reason, a 
Behavioral Health evaluator. I became 
furious. I scream at her to the effect of “Why 
are you here? This is not a mental 
condition, it’s a physical injury!”. She is 
taken aback by my anger and obvious 
indignation and admits to me that someone 
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referred her due to my appearance and 
they must have made a mistake. She 
leaves without her evaluation. We fall 
asleep around five a.m. In the morning, at 
approximately 8 a.m., the shift changes. A 
doctor comes in and tells me I will have to 
leave as they are not going to admit me to 
the hospital. I start crying. He tells me that 
I need a referral from my primary care 
physician to get MRI’s taken and an 
appointment with an orthopedic surgeon. I 
refuse to stay silent any longer and scream 
at him that my doctor won’t get back to me 
and I have no one to take care of me. He is 
shocked into silence, and circumvents an 
insurance requirement in order to refer me 
to a surgeon. I go home, this time with 
Percodan instead of Vicodin, and a 
surgeon’s phone number. 

I call the surgeon immediately, and 
leave a detailed message regarding my 
injury, as it is now the weekend. He calls 
me back the next day, and I explain that I 
have had the injury for some time and that 
it is a recurring dislocation. He is extremely 
alarmed and schedules me an emergency 
appointment for the next day, and while on 
the phone with me asks about the pain and 
assures me that as soon as I see him I will 
receive a medication able to make it 
bearable. He also informs me that without 
seeing me he can safely say there is about 
a ninety percent chance that I will need 
reconstructive shoulder surgery. I take a 
taxi, alone, the next day. 

I wait in the surgeon’s office for about 
an hour after I checked in with the assistant. 
A stranger helps me fill out my paperwork, 
luckily. The assistant takes me into an 
examination room and I wait for the 
surgeon. As soon as he sees me, and what 
I look like, his entire attitude towards me 
changes. He very casually informs me that 
there is probably nothing wrong with my 
shoulder, but he’ll order MRI’s anyway. He 
has not, and does not, physically examine 
my shoulder. I ask him about the possibility 
of surgery and he dismisses his earlier 
comments and tells me to go home and 
take some aspirin. My MRI’s aren’t until the 
following week. I am out of painkillers, and 
waiting to go in. The day finally comes and 
I spend two hours in an MRI tube. They tell 
me they’ll send the results straight to the 
surgeon, who schedules a follow-up 
appointment over the phone. I go in to the 
surgeon’s and he tells me that I have 
extensive long term damage and I will need 
to have my shoulder rebuilt completely, 
including new cartilage, severing and then 
reattaching the nerves, tendons, and 
connective tissue, a procedure to cut open 
the bone and remove built up material from 
calcium deposits and scar tissue, and 
surgical steel pins to hold my shoulder 
together. I ask him if this is why I have been 
in severe pain and tell him that he should 
have listened to me the first time. He never 
apologized, but he did prescribe a 
combination of Naprosyn; an anti¬ 
inflammatory, and Percocet. I went in for 
the six hour procedure ten days later, and 
was hospitalized and attached to a 
morphine drip. Since the surgery, I have 
taken extremely cautious care of my 


shoulder and followed the instructions for 
use and physical therapy to the letter. About 
two weeks ago, something inside my 
shoulder snapped, and I called my 
surgeon. He dismissed the incident and I 
have yet to see him, although the condition 
has been getting worse. This is a long-term 
battle that shows no signs of ending soon. 

I have been so appalled by the 
attitudes, lack of respect, manner, and 
inference that I am pretending to be injured 
for the prescriptions to the painkillers that I 
made the decision to try to bring awareness 
to the problem so that no one will have to 
go through weeks of pain and frustration 
to receive the same care that your average 
citizen would have gotten in the first trip to 
the emergency room. I tested this theory, 
having a “straight-laced” friend call their 
physician and tell them they had sustained 
the same injury. Their doctor immediately 
ordered MRI’s and called in a prescription 
for pain relief without ever seeing them. 
Over the years I have grown weary of the 
looks on doctor’s faces when they meet 
me. This is not the first time I have gotten 
such treatment, and inevitably it won’t be 
the last. The only way these attitudes will 
change is through a united front-demand 
equal care, be vocal, write the hospital! 
There is no legitimate reason for you to be 
treated differently than the person sitting 
next to you and I have heard too many 
horror stories from my friends who feel 
comfortable with tattoos, piercings, and a 
punk lifestyle. I have watched paramedics 
take one look at the patient and dismiss 
them as a junkie, and therefore, a lost 
cause. They made snide comments, 
walked away and let them die. This is 
discrimination as clearly as poverty 
prejudiced health care, racism, orclassism. 
We must bring awareness to the issues and 
remind each other that no matter how alone 
you feel you are not, that there are people 
like you who have gone through the same 
thing. Don’t let the system keep you from 
being as healthy as you can be-stand up 
and be counted. 


Jorrtaa Menzies 


Tbe West Winde 


I went cold when I flipped on the news 
and heard that a Tsunami had hit South East 
Asia. This was bad fucking news. Really 
bad. I had just spent 2 months traveling 
around Thailand (and Vietnam and Japan) 
three weeks before. I had been to Koh Phi 
Phi where much of the devastation had torn 
through Thailand. Knowing how tenuous 
survival is in this part of the third world, I 
knew the shit had hit the fan. 


This was unbelievable I thought as I 
watched the news. People on the brink of 
starvation, where survival is a day to day 
ordeal, had just been hit with another 
terrible tragedy. I was glued to the news 
for the next week, watching the death toll 
rise rapidly. The reports of entire villages 
being wiped out started to trickle in. 
Foreign tourists in the affected areas 
started to tell their stories of the events and 
humanitarian relief agencies warned of the 
deaths to come. How could countries with 
such poverty and historical suffering like 
Sri Lanka, Thailand, Burma (Myanmar), 
Bangladesh and Indonesia deal with a 
disaster of this proportion? The whole 
situation made me think of the cliche that 
“bad things happen to good people”. 
Really, really bad things. I even read on 
the Nasum website that one of the 
members of the band is missing after his 
beach bungalow on Phi Phi (Thailand) was 
swept away. 

The people hit the hardest, of course, 
are the poor. There is no such thing as 
insurance in this part of Asia; what is gone 
is gone. People’s whole lives have been 
washed away, families torn apart forever, 
leaving scars that will last for generations. 
After having had so many great times 
traveling across the area, this event hit 
even closer to home. These were people 
who had shown the utmost in friendliness 
to us foreigners, a real credit to the 
Buddhist philosophy. At least if this had 
happened to Europe or North America, the 
number of casualties would have been 
limited (due to better health care, disaster 
warnings, search and rescue personnel, 
and better overall living conditions). But 
as it is, the future is pretty bleak for this 
part of the world; millions of displaced 
people put pressure on limited resources 
and lead to more deaths from lack of food, 
water and disease. 

As citizens of the Earth first and 
foremost (with our individual nationalities 
being circumstance), we all share the 
responsibility for each other. We must use 
the tools and resources available to us for 
immediate help for those in need. Put on 
a benefit gig, take up collections at shows, 
hand out leaflets of organizations that 
provide direct relief where it is needed, or 
simply donate what you can. Workplaces 
are a great place to convince people to 
donate or collect donations. A mere $5 
might seem like it’s not even worthwhile to 
donate, but when this can provide 
necessities in the third world (like rice or 
water or medicines), it is everything. 
Donating online is simple, with paypal or 
credit cards. Donating in person is easy; 
many organizations are collecting money. 
Here are a few organizations that are 
contributing to direct relief: 

The International Red Cross (www.icrc.org) 
Oxfam (www.oxfam.uk.org) 

Unicef (www.unicef.org) 

Doctors Without Borders 
(www.doctorswithoutborders.com) 

UN World Food Programme (www.wfp.org). 
On a slightly different note, I am leaving in 
a month or so to visit the UN refugee camps 
in the Sahara Desert in Algeria again. This 
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is one more (among countless) area of the 
world that we in developed nations ignore 
(or just don’t know about). I will write more 
about this visit next issue. In Jerry 
Springer’s words, “Take care of yourself, 
and each other.” 

Jordan 



Another year has come to a close. 
For many people I know it has been a grand 
year of travel and shows, tours and tests, 
and lots of internet correspondence in the 
punk scene. I cannot say this for myself 
ironically- someone who used to travel far 
and wide for bands, who spent years going 
to every festival has laid dormant in this 
major time of sprouted involvement. 

This secular time I’ve had, has bred a lot 
of thought and reflection on where I came 
from and where I am in the present. 

I have watched many people come 
and go over the years. I have bought pieces 
from record collections being sold off for a 
new life while simultaneously cursing the 
owner’s choice to do so. My young, 
impressionable ears have heard, “punk 
ruined my life”, “punk held me back”, and it 
was as if they were speaking a different 
language entirely. How could something 
that had given me a home, a shelter, be 
someone else’s cast away? 

I had my critical eye on all those I 
deemed not deep enough to delve into the 
secret truths that punk rock possessed. 
Though, as of late, I feel I can give a little 
slack in the rope that binds us all. To those 
that felt they were hurt by this, misguided, 
or too extremist in their ways (usually 
resulting in burn out and a 180 turn to 
somewhere else entirely), I have given a 
little more thought to. 

Sure, I have been struggling with my 
lack of involvement and my lackluster 
excitement for newer bands cropping up 
(save for the mighty Hellshock, Inepsy, 
Witch Hunt...). I have harbored a lot of 
insecurity about the fact that I no longer 
possess the initial giddiness of tapping into 
something new or seeing a band I’ve never 
seen. Maybe it’s the natural course of 
growing older with something, becoming 
too comfortable to the point that it’s 
uncomfortable. Or maybe it’s the obstacles 
faced over the years that make one second 
guess intentions at times. 

My eyes have veiled over after 
watching those that I had admired 
completely contradict their upstanding 
lyrics in their everyday lives. My taste sours 
at those who seem to change over night, 


Halloween style, in it for the wrong reasons. 
The sizing up, critical sneers, “industry of 
cool” attitude has deterred me from 
attending festivals and some shows 
depending on my level of patience I would 
want to test on these days. 

To me, “Making Punk a Threat Again” 
is about being mindful at all times. It’s about 
doing what we can in our everyday lives to 
better ourselves and show the billions of 
people outside of our realm that we are a 
strong and secure force for change. It’s a 
fucking lifestyle that I can only hope will 
inspire others to think outside of what we’ve 
all been taught. A “threat” to me doesn’t 
mean it’s initial response of physical 
violence, but that we are daring to work on 
a plan of action, whether personally or for 
this world, to wake the fuck up. It is certainly 
not a fashion show, record club, preaching 
to the already converted. Asking “what’s on 
your vest?” on message boards only serves 
to weaken us and show a mainstream 
culture that we are just as trivial and 
shallow as them. Asshole attitudes and 
holier than thou stances only keep us down 
in the dark depths and pigeon hole us as 
the “misguided freaks” the world wants to 
believe we are. 

I have often used the phrase, “It isn’t 
us against the world, it’s us with the world”. 
Though I know many could disagree with 
this statement, I believe it holds true. There 
is definitely a time to feel much anger, there 
is a time to separate ourselves from the 
disillusional pack. But with seclusion can 
come complacency too, I know from first 
hand. I have found positive challenges and 
triumphs though, in cracking non punk 
people’s preconceived ideas of that 
“misguided freaks” stance, and conversely, 
some of the punkest people I’ve met in my 
lifetime have nothing to do with punk at all. 

It IS a lifestyle, not a hierarchy. Every 
little bit should count and not be criticized 
that it isn’t enough in someone else’s eyes. 
We are protective people over what we are 
creating and sometimes it seems to go too 
far and actually peg us against us. 

In my experience, the love I feel for 
this entity will keep me here for my lifetime, 
regardless of my dress, the music I choose 
to listen to, or front line involvement in the 
actual physical force. Constantly being 
open and challenged to learning from 
people that have scratched at my staunch 
beliefs keeps me here. Having a sense of 
humor (though this piece may seem far 
from it) keeps it real. Security (not ego) 
holds the strength. And understanding of 
human error, my own and others, keeps 
me humble and learning and yes, still here. 

This is, by no means, my token 
manifesto “critique of the scene” column I 
have read in countless zines over the 
years. These are strong thoughts in the 
forefront of my mind while watching the 
waxing and waning flow that has befeld this 
community over time. It has been a labor 
to write this little piece. Sweat on my brow 
to those that may take this the wrong way. 
Despite my criticisms, my understanding 
is very present. My chunk of time given to 
this labor of love, punk rock, has made it 


possible for this column to basically write 
itself. 

I am observing the movement of punk 
(usually at the back of the shows these 
days) rising Phoenix style, and I must say, 
above all, that I am in awe. 
molliehatchet@yahoo.com 



JOE 


Triumph of the Crossed X: 
The Rise of “Christ-Punk” 

By Joe Figliuolo 

“I am no feeble Christ, not me. He 
hangs in glib delight upon his cross...Christ 
forgive. Forgive? Shit he forgives. I vomit 
for you Jesu....Jesus died for his own sins. 
NOT MINE.” -CRASS, Reality Asylum, 
1979 

“Where is your God? Dead- we are 
his murderers...what are your churches but 
tombs and sepulchres of your God?” - 
SEVERED HEAD OF STATE, 2003 

The 1990’s and 2000’s have seen an 
unprecedented rise in the popularity of 
faith-based bands, with Creed being the 
most obvious example. The American 
underground scene has not been 
impervious to the influx of religion* into 
mainstream pop music. From the Krishna 
conscious bubblegum-pop of BABY 
GOPAL to the dour, Puritanical hardcore 
of UNDER OATH, the religious have begun 
to impose themselves on the scene, and 
graft theology onto our music. Yet the 
underground has always been, if not 
atheist, at least secular. Why, then, have 
a bunch of proselytizing Christians and 
Krishnas appeared, and worse, not been 
driven out of the scene but actually 
become popular? 

Let’s begin with a little history, shall 
we? Punk rock started out as a working 
class movement that rejected authority and 
society, and thus implicitly organized 
religion. Most of the 77 bands were cynical 
realists, and while religion was not a lyrical 
topic until later, the initial bands were 
engaged in an assault upon tradition. 
Ironically, considering he was labeled the 
Anti-Christ by many an English minister, 
Johnny Rotten was the sole exception in 
the first wave to the general apostasy of 
the movement. It was the SEX PISTOLS 
who played Bodies, an anomaly in punk- 
a Catholic, anti-sex, anti-woman put down 
which condemns an ex-lover’s abortion 
and reduces her to a writhing, sick mass 
of flesh like something out of the Old 
Testament. Rotten’s peculiar Catholic 
digressions aside, 1st wave punk was 
mired in an extreme nihilism that reached 
its apogee in the SEX PISTOLS’ “Belsen 
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was a Gas” a sick joke on the Holocaust, 
with lines like “Belsen was a gas I heard 
the other day/in the open graves where the 
Jews all lay..”- no proselytizing here, to 
be sure. Slightly later, L.A.’s the GERMS 
penned a tune called No God in which 
Darby Crash shouted lines like “Don’t want 
God to give me a jury/see...there’s no God 
to make up my mind/No God givin’ me 
time/I peered in every window where I saw 
a cross/but I could never see just what they 
say...” Clearly, punk’s origins are faith-free, 
merely full of cheap nihilism. 

The second wave of punk, from 
roughly 1980 to 1984, was a veritable 
firestorm of anti-religious sentiment. In 
America, this was the era of right-wing 
Christian infiltration of politics, with such 
nuts as Jerry Falwell and his Christian 
Coalition getting very chummy with Ronald 
Reagan. Militant atheism/anti-Christianity 
was most pronounced in the second wave 
of English punk, especially the “peace 
punk” scene centered around CRASS and 
their label, Crass Records. CRASS 
themselves gave perhaps the most brutal 
punk assessment of Christianity ever in the 
opening to their 1979 album Feeding of 
the 5,000, Reality Asylum. Their whole 
career would be based on hatred of 
Church and State. However they didn’t 
have a monopoly on criticism, which 
manifested itself in disparate bands from 
GBH ( The Prayer of a Realist' 1 Whose God/ 
it’s not my God/there is no God!” to the 
SUBHUMANS (on their 1981 EP Religious 
Wars, “in the darkness of death/there’s no 
light in your eyes/religious wars, there’s 
no reason why!”). On the other side of the 
Atlantic, MINOR THREAT chimed in with 
songs like Filler (“you picked up a Bible/ 
and now you’re gone”) Altogether, the 
general consensus in early ‘80’s punk was 
that religion was a scam perpetrated on 
the masses, to be rejected completely. 

The DEAD KENNEDYS are perhaps, 
next to the SEX PISTOLS, the most 
notorious punk band ever. They were also 
the torch bearers of American political 
punk, and became infamous after their 
1981 EP In God We Trust, featuring a 
golden Jesus crucified on a cross made 
of money- it incurred the wrath of the 
religious right that Jello and Co. lambasted 
in broadsides like “Moral Majority” and 
“Religious Vomit”. They were eventually 
brought to their knees by a lawsuit which 
cited “moral indecency” when they inserted 
a poster full of penises in the Frankenchrist 
LP. Altogether, the Kennedys embodied 
the spirit of ‘80’s political punk: angry, anti- 
authoritarian and thoroughly anti- 
Christianity. 

However, all this anti-religious 
sentiment was followed by, almost a 
decade later, a strange new trend in 
hardcore: the Straight Edge hardcore 
scene which had exploded in 1988-‘89 
suddenly picked up on Krishna 
Consciousness. Krishna was nothing new 
to punk- Poly Styrene of X-RAY SPEX 
converted in 1979 and the band dissolved 
because of it, and down and out NYC 


punks relied on Krishnas for food- but it 
bred numerous bands. One of the most 
prominent of the ‘88 sXe bands, YOUTH 
OF TODAY, morphed into a Krishna group 
when the singer and guitarist, Ray Cappo 
and Porcell, converted in the early ‘90s. 
With its mysticism and holier-than-thou 
attitude, Krishna caught on quickly 
amongst straight edge circles, and by the 
mid-90s bands like 108 and SHELTER 
were churning out sermon-albums which 
delved into Eastern mysticism. Perhaps 
the strangest product of this was BABY 
GOPAL, a band on Victory Records that 
sounded like BLINK 182 w/Gwen Stefani 
singing about Shiva and Brahma. Krishna 
had a brief hey-day but its influence on the 
scene was not large- its biggest product 
perhaps being RAGE AGAINST THE 
MACHINE (Zach de la Rocha played in a 
Krishna band before starting RAGE). 

Much more important than Krishna 
were the people that birthed it, the new 
breed of Straight Edgers: suburban, middle 
class, clean cut kids who picked up on the 
macho and elitist tendencies in hardcore 
and twisted it into “posi-core”, a genre 
devoted to sXe violence, floorpunching 
and preaching sobriety. The new 
atmosphere surrounding H.C. was a 
perfect breeding ground for Christianity- 
thing to believe in. The result was “Christ- 
core”, with bands like UNDER OATH, ZAO 
and young impressionable kids who 
already felt they were better than others 
and were looking for some overcome 
churning out mosh-anthems that featured 
overtly Christian references and the 
singer’s struggles with the iniquities of a 
sinful, Sodom & Gomorrah world. 

But this has not been the biggest 
entry point of religion into the punk/ 
underground. This distinction goes to emo. 
Punk stripped of its anger and political 
bent, instead focusing on sadness and 
“complex” emotions, emo came out of the 
nexus of hardcore independence and 
college-rock whinyness and narcissim. 
The first popular emo bands were 
JAWBREAKER and SUNNY DAY REAL 
ESTATE. The latter was on of the first big 
Christian indie/underground bands and 
their second album is full of references to 
singer Jeremy Egan’s faith. By now the 
meaning of “punk” had become so 
distorted by the media hype on NIRVANA 
that it was used to define such disparate 
bands and styles as PEARL JAM and NO 
DOUBT. Emo provided another good point 
of entry for Christians into the scene: for 
those who were too “shy” or “sensitive” for 
sXe or Hardcore, there seemed to finally 
be a sub-section of the culture that 
accepted even the guy in the corner with 
a Descendents album and a crucifix. Mid- 
90’s emo was full of Christian groups, the 
most prominent being MINERAL, PEDRO 
THE LION and FURTHER SEEMS 
FOREVER. 

The most bizarre twist on religion in 
the punk underground, however, can be 
summarized in the story of a band called 
THE HAVOC. From L.A., they’ve self- 


released a 7" called Who’s Gonna Die and 
are on Punkcore Records (once again 
proving the ridiculousness of that label- 
ACTION, a CONFLICT-styled Anarchopunk 
group, is also on Punkcore). THE HAVOC 
look like copies of GBH- charged hair, studs 
and combat boots. I recalling seeing the 
drummer wearing a DISCHARGE shirt at 
a show (DISCHARGE being, of course, the 
authors of Religion Instigates). Why do I 
know this, you ask? Because I, dear 
readers, was tricked into booking a show 
for THE HAVOC a while ago. A friend from 
high school asked me to help him get a 
show for a touring band, not bothering to 
tell me that all the bands we booked for 
said show were Christian- and they all 
dedicated their sets either to Jesus or some 
sort of nebulous “straight edge”. I didn’t 
even know this kid was a “christ-punk”- he 
had the same CRASS shirt I did, and is 
into Tragedy. Thus Christian punk has gone 
from the tentative first steps of religious 
emo to the full blown oxymoron of 
Christians playing UK ‘82 style punk and 
listening to outspokenly anti-religion bands. 

Given this history, it is obvious 
Christianity has established itself in the 
underground, like it or not. This is not so 
much shocking as it is an example of the 
major fact of pop culture in 2004: there is 
no longer cultural relevance in anything. If 
Busta Rhymes can release an album called 
“Anarchy” while being on a major label, 
then it stands to reason that a Christian 
band, THE HAVOC, can also release an 
album called Our Rebellion has Just Begun 
and Christ-punks can listen to the 
SUBHUMANS non-ironically. The media 
saturation of everything in America has 
made all subcultures inherently mutable: it 
used to be that punks had to fight based 
on their appearance; now “punk” outfits are 
sold in the mall. Thus, I don’t really see 
religion in the underground as particularly 
disgusting- it was bound to happen- but 
more as a sign that underground punk/HC 
is slowly losing its identity and thus any 
potential threat to the system. How can 
anyone expect any sort of change to come 
from a movement that started as a rabidly 
anti-authoritarian rebellion but now features 
Christians wearing said early bands’ shirts? 

The implications of Christianity’s 
emergence as an underground force 
merely mean that those who seek social 
change need to look elsewhere for a start. 
In my experience with Christ-punks, they 
are nice people who are totally unaware of 
the fact that they are contradicting 
everything originally associated with the 
movement- so its hard to hate them, to be 
honest. 

If one is only looking for a soundtrack 
when being a part of the underground, 
religion’s new relevance doesn’t really 
matter: I have a Pedro the Lion album that 
gets equal play time with CRASS Stations 
of the Crass. As punk’s 30th anniversary 
draws disturbingly nearer, the real question 
is not so much “what is the place, if any, of 
religion in the subculture?” but rather “why 
are we members of the subculture- what 
are we looking for in it- social change or 
just a dance party?” 
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AGATHOCLES/WORLD DOWNFALL - 
split CD 

Yusuke from F.A.R. Records is the man, straight 
up. Showing up in my mailbox is this split CD 
pairing an old grind fave of mine with a new one. 
The mighty AGATHOCLES have been around 
since the early ‘90s and blast out ten tracks of 
their patented “Mincecore.” Some of these tunes 
have appeared on earlier releases, but this is the 
most brutal shit I’ve heard from them since I 
picked up the “Fascination of Mutilation” flexi way 
back when. Bonus points for having a song titled 
“Fist the Rapists.” WORLD DOWNFALL are 
exactly what any self-respecting grind/metal head 
would expect...total TERRORIZER worship from 
Tokyo, and as with most Japanese bands, the 
music is well-rehearsed and the production rips 
hard. So what are you waiting for? (Doug) 

FA.R. Records /1-9-39 Shimizugaoka / Fuchu. 
Tokyo ‘83-0015 JAPAN / adachifar@ezweb.ne.jp 

AFTERBIRTH/FILTHPACT- split EP 

A good pairing of some previously unheard of 
European crust noise. AFTERBIRTH rock out in 
kind of an old-school Peaceville Records kind of 
way, with three songs that combine distorted 
riffage with bleak personal/political lyrics. There’s 
a nice ANTISECT pisstake on the song “How 
Many Will Die?” as well. FILTHPACT charge out 
of Scotland with some of the same crust attack, 
only the music is tuned down slightly and the 
vocals are a little on the harsher side, not unlike 
their long-gone countrymates SEDITION. A good 
hunk of wax overall. (Doug) 

No label info, but try president.evil@virgin.net 

AKTIV DODSHJALP • Allt Hopp eUute CD 

Hard hitting metallic Swedish hardcore, typical 
of the flood of top-notch h.c. that seems to flood 
out of Sweden endlessly (and of course that’s in 
a good way). And this lives up to the standard 
we’ve all come to expect, with great production, 
fist-pumping breakdowns...it’s unrelenting, 
driving hardcore. Akin to SKITSYSTEM, maybe 
a little more urgent. Great soundtrack for a killing 
spree or a nervous breakdown. (The Bastard) 
HALVKASS PRODUKTION / 

ww w. hal vf ab ri kat. net 

ALLIANCE - Disborder LP 

This German band plays a great style of poppy, 
yet aggressive punk, which brings to mind 
QUARENTINE, and LOST WORLD, but without 
the female vocals, and perhaps a bit heavier than 
those two. With anthemic lyrics that are 
passionately political and extremely well written. 
These guys are DIY as fuck. I love this record, 
and I have a soft spot for this type of punk. I’m 
definitely gonna have to look for more releases 
from this band! (Righteous) 

Falling Down Records c/o Infoladen Bankrott / 
Dahlweg 64 / 48153 Minster, Germany 
Falling-down ©gmx.de 

ALTERCADO- El Ruido y La Rabia LP 

ALTERCADO hail from Chile and play mainly 
straightforward punk rock with enough changes 
thrown in to keep things interesting. There are 
even hints at melody in the mix as well, but this 
is incorporated without throwing the songs off 
track (especially in the song “Igualidad”). 
Lyrically, this band is outspokenly anti-fascist and 
anti-militarism. A cool release. (Doug) 

Les Nains Aussi / 3 Alle de Jonquilles / 44830 
Bouaye / France or stillangry@no-log.org 


ANOTHER OPPRESSIVE SYSTEM / 
CROSSING CHAOS split 7 " 

Three more powerful crust tracks from CT’s A.O.S. 
displaying their knack for playing the down-tuned 
Scandi-thrash influenced style that made names 
for other area greats like STATE OF FEAR, 
DEFORMED CONSCIENCE, REACT, etc. Their 
songs here are superbly heavy and are driven by 
the relentless machine-gun crack of the snare 
drum. The male and female vocalists take turns 
belting out the exceedingly angry lyrics with such 
conviction and gruffness that it’s impossible to 
distinguish between the two. CROSSING CHAOS 
are from Sweden and have become well-known 
for playing the sort of traditional Swedish “kang” 
made famous by early ANTI-CIMEX, MODERAT 
LIKVIDATION, MOB 47, etc. The first of their two 
songs here displays a more progressive and 
metal-influenced variation of the style, more in line 
with the take of later bands such as NO 
SECURITY, UNCURBED, etc. Their second track 
is a more simplified but catchy thrash tune, 
distinguished by a lengthy guitar lead. Their two 
songs were taken from recording sessions two 
years apart, which explains their different sounds 
and approaches. Both bands offer up some of 
their best material to date here, although the 
recording quality tends to be raw around the 
edges. (Dan) 

Cries of Pain / PO Box 1004 / Windsor, CT 06095 

ANOTHER TERRORIST 
ORGANIZATION - For Terrorists In 
Training CD 

We are treated to 18 mad blasts of thrashy 
hardcore punk fucking rock on this CD. It comes 
in a totally cool DIY cut and paste package with 
a fat booklet containing lyrics and song 
explanations. Their use of male/female vocals 
work really well together as well as individually. 
Musically they sorta remind me of A/POLITICAL 
but I think they are a fuckload better than that 
band ever was. They list several websites to 
check out that they like and feel relates to their 
material including Earth First, Critical Mass and 
the ALF. I highly recommend checking this band 
out. One of my favorites as of late. (Ciderpunk) 
www.anotherterrorist.org 

ARABELLA* s/t 7" 

ARABELLA come from Reno, Nevada and play 
darker, artful pretty music. The lyrics are sung 
by multiple vocalists, and alternate between 
harsh throaty screams and almost theatrical, 
dramatic singing. The music alternates speeds, 
slowing down for instrumental solos and 
speeding up to faster, more aggressive parts. The 
very personal, haunting lyrics seem to be about 
intimate relationships and human interaction. 
Overall, the music isn’t too heavy or high-speed, 
though it does have its moments. I would classify 
it as darkly pretty, with sprinklings of punk both 
crust and melodic. Interesting, indeed. (Maygun) 
Spacement Records / 5120 Idlebury Way / Reno, 
NV 89523 

BAIL OUT / THE SPARK split 7 1 

Caught THE SPARK live last summer, and wasn’t 
disappointed! They blew through a short thrashy 
set in about 13 minutes. This split contains 10 
fast thrashin’ tracks by both bands: THE SPARK 
throw down 4 fast rippers of nicely produced HC 
thrash that still retains a raw edge. BAIL OUT 
kick out 6 tracks of fast ass straight up HC thrash 
that is relentless. A great pairing of 2 new school 
thrasher bands that are reppin’ the DC/MD area. 
Nice. (Lawless) 

Rosewater Records / PO Box 41005 / Bethesda, 
MD 20824 / www.rosewaterrecords.com 

BAFABEGIYA • Those Who Die 
Dancing 7" 

On one hand these guys have some decent 
songs targeting the Megacorporations who profit 
from the War on Terror. On the other, 


BAFABEGIYA have some tired, stale, and quite 
boring straight-edge songs. Lyrics like “Fuck your 
beer money and your attitude” and “No we won’t 
play your smoke filled bar” are just ridiculous. 
(Newt) 

Spacement Records / 5120 Idlebury Way / Reno, 
NV 89523 ! 

BEHIND ENEMY LINES - The Global 
Cannibal LP 

This one was reviewed in PE a couple issues 
back, but merits another look. What I’ve got in 
my hands is the recent European vinyl edition of 
the album originally released domestically on CD 
in late 2003 and a few months later on vinyl by 
Antagony Media. This, the Alerta Antifascists 
pressing, is virtually identical to the previous 
edition, only it has a gatefold sleeve, with 
rather...urn...unflattering portraits of some of the 
most evil people alive today, as seen in the 
accompanying booklet. So for those of you in 
Europe who haven’t yet picked this up due to 
inflated postage rates, or for whatever reason, 
here’s your opportunity...although I’m sure more 
than a few collectors stateside won’t be able to 
resist the urge to indulge. Now if you just haven’t 
heard about this record yet, I don’t know where 
to begin! This is, hands down, my favorite release 
in at least half a decade. The music, the words, 
the art - The whole package is just plain 
phenomenal. Relentless and aggressive metal 
edged hardcore punk with more hooks than an 
abattoir. Salvo after salvo of punk rock politics 
brought to you by some of the people involved 
with AUS-ROTTEN, REACT, THE PIST, and 
MANKIND?, among others. Musically it’s hard 
to compare to anything - the AUS-ROTTEN 
references are unavoidable - but it falls in closer 
to CRUCIFIX or FINAL CONFLICT just with 
modern beefed up production. Lyrically it 
addresses just about every issue of concern 
relevant today, but the way only Dave Trenga can 
do it. Of course the imagery belongs on every t- 
shirt and billboard in America.. .OK, I have to stop 
now or they’re going to blush (at least Bill will!). 
FUCK YOU GEORGE!!! (Mr. H) 

Alerta Antifascista / www.no-parasan.org / 
Antagony Media / www.antagonymedia.com 

BLINDED - Mordaza CD 

We are assaulted with 12 tracks of metallic 
hardcore that sometimes borders on grindcore 
on this release. The lyrics are growled, screamed 
and occasionally sung in Spanish but the booklet 
has translations in English to help us lazy 
Americans that only speak/read one language. 
Definitely worth a listen. (Ciderpunk) 
jblinded@euskalnet.net 

BOMBENALARM • s/t 7" 

Dark hardcore from Germany. Think ARTIMUS 
PYLE meets WOLFPACK in a dark alley after 
bar close. Again, we get lyrics in German with a 
liner that explains what’s behind the songs (in 
English) as opposed to a direct translation. This 
has become much more of a trend lately, and on 
one hand I’m glad the explanation is there, but I 
also like the direct translation. Anyway, this disc 
is rad. Passionate and raging, and rounded out 
with some variety in song structure, not just four 
variations on the same d-beat template. Don’t 
be fooled by the black and white cover of a 
desolate landscape. (The Bastard) 
UNSOCIABLE / PO Box 105824 / 28058 Bremen 
/ hellache@unsociable.net 

BUMFIGHT - S/T CD 

The first time I listened to this CD all I could think 
to myself was that the vocalist sounds like he 
wants to fucking destroy anyone or anything that 
comes across his path, talk about pissed off! The 
recording is quite raw and the music is full of 
aggression. Total angry as fuck musical mayhem 
on this one. Check it out. (Ciderpunk) 
www.ruberecords.com 
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BYSTORM / SAUNA - split CD 

Two bands from the Philippines split this brutal 
CD. Both bands play hardcore (metalcore, 
evilcore?) in the vein of CATHARSIS and their 
ilk. Heavy as shit, chaotic, pounding, sick vocals 
and just as brutal as crashing your car into a brick 
wall, these bands have the style down incredibly 
well. If you like this style, then send off your $$ 
for this CD and prepare to be blown away. 
(Jordan) 

Takefour Collective / PO Box 3900 / CPO Manila 
1000 / Philippines 

CAMARA DE GAS- demo cd-r 

I believe the name CAMARA DE GAS translates 
into gas chamber and that this band is from 
Spain(although there is no real contact info, I’m 
going.by the style of Spanish they use). With that 
said lets fucking go; super minimalistic packaging 
on this demo cd-r. Xeroxed cover with a Xeroxed 
lyric sheet that is damn near impossible to read. 
Lyrics are of the political persuasion and are sung 
in Spanish as stated above, dealing with topics 
like; weapons of mass destruction, progress and 
holocaust. Really good raw production that adds 
to the bands overall sound. Brutal HC with dual 
vokillz, one high and screechy the other low end 
and gruff, you know the drill. Vocals at times 
remind me of AGATHOCLES, however musically 
this lays somewhere between RUIDO and the 
CRUNKY KIDS. Highly recommended. 
(LawLess) 

The website listed on the lyric sheet doesn’t exist. 
The only other contact info on here is: 
cxdxgx_ruido@yahoo.com 

CIRIL - 12 TALES LP 

Okay, from beginning to end this record is crazy! 
First of all this is a one sided 12" that’s on 
uniquely colored vinyl that looks like Walt Disney 
threw up on it! The lyrics are very intense, but 
short and to the point. They leave you with no 
time to get confused with what point they are 
trying get across whether it’s the effects of 
substance abuse, racism, sexual abuse or the 
views of the elderly. All the while your ears are 
assaulted with southern California style fast 
paced hardcore that doesn’t give you time to 
breathe. And the last of the craziness is the line 
up. It says that apart from the drummer and the 
two guitarists (one of which also sings), there are 
also two bassists and three singers! And, to wrap 
it up, this album comes with an illustration for 
each song to help you get the point. Excellent. 
(Jake) 

Ciril / PO Box 15443 / Long Beach Ca / 90815- 

0443 / iamciril@aol.com 

Know Records / PO box 90579 / Long Beach Ca 

90809 

CHRONICLE A/D- s/t 7" 

This is the debut EP from this ultra-talented three- 
piece. Picture this: CHRONICLE A/D combine 3 
tiered screams, poetic lyrics, tribal, methodical 
drumming, frantic, yet intricate guitar and bass 
bouncing back and forth between upbeat, 
complicated breakdowns and fast-paced, 
maniacal blasts of original PUNK the way only- 
you guessed it- a band from Savannah, Georgia 
could. Features ex-members of ANTISCHISM, 
INITIAL STATE, and KARST. Excellent. Go get 
it! (Maygun) 

Hyperrealist / PO. Box 9313 / Savannah, GA 
31412 / www.hyperrealist.com 

CONTRAVENE/ UPRISING - split EP 

Ok, I’ll start off with the CONTRAVENE side first. 
How the hell does this band keep getting better 
and better with each release? Although 
CONTRAVENE only have one song on this split, 
I’d say it is definitely one of their best songs (if 
not the best). The song is fairly lengthy, with a 
mellow OMEGA TRIBE, or POLITICAL ASYLUM- 
styled tuneful intro leading into the pounding 
anarcho punk CONTRAVENE have come to 


typify, with a similar outro. Great male/female 
vocals, a clear recording, and some great guitar 
work round out their side of the split. A dedicated 
band; comprised of honest, sincere people. The 
split side is no less spectacular, albeit with a 
slightly different style. UPRISING have added 
some a new element to their first song on this 
release; they still retain the crusty anarcho punk 
they play, but have added some interesting 
melody. The melodic song is probably the best 
UPRISING song I’ve heard, maybe if NAUSEA 
or DISRUPT met FLUX OF PINK INDIANS or 
ALTERNATIVE somewhere in the middle. Both 
bands have lengthy lyrics and explanations and 
have put a lot of effort into this release as is 
evident by the sleeve art. The bands have put 
this record out by themselves, on Catchphraze 
Records and Incendiary Sound Records. This is 
an essential record! Do not miss it. (Jordan) 
Catchphraze Records / PO Box 41356 / Phoenix, 
AZ 85080-1356 

COPEATER- Wisconsin Grindcore CD 

This is the rawest, angriest record I’ve ever 
heard! I don’t remember the last time I was so 
overcome with the urge to kill a police officer and 
eat its corpse. All 11 songs are like a 20 car pileup 
with no survivors. They’re a 3 piece with no bass, 
although they promise the next release will have 
bass as the vocalist has stepped up to the plate. 
There are no lyrics written down, but from the 
song titles and the songs themselves I think it’s 
safe to say...if you like chaotic noise about eating 
cops and the system they “protect” this album is 
essential. Nice grindcore guys, totally brootal! 
(Mayson) 

First Blood Family / PO Box 1766 / Madison, Wl 
53701-1766 / www.firstbloodfamily.com 

COP ON FIRE s/t LP 

With the inevitablility of an approaching freight 
train, this LP starts out with a dull rumbling and 
builds up to a fantastic roar. COP ON FIRE hail 
from Barcelona, Spain, but their music has 
definite influences of Scandinavian and 
Japanese thrash, so much so as to be 
comparable to TRAGEDY or STATE OF FEAR 
(of which this band actually shares a drummer). 
COP ON FIRE also has members of EKKAIA, 
adding to the star-studded cast. The recording 
is absolutely perfect and totally captures the 
heaviness they were trying to achieve,a 
beautifully chunky bass and guitars that switch 
off from buzz-saw to wailing. The lyrics are all in 
Spansih, but it’s almost impossible to tell, due to 
the really gruff vocals (which sound eariliy like 
Jon from STATE OF FEAR).I was unaware of this 
band’s existence until this LP was released and 
they have quickly become one of my favorites. 
It’s not really original, it’s just really good. (Dan) 
Parade Records / PO Box 76 / 08731 St. Marti / 
Sarroca - Barcelona / Spain 

CYNESS Loony Planet/lndustriality CD 

This is some bone crushing grind your face-off 
core straight outta Berlin! Pissed off socio¬ 
political lyrics bring this beast of a release full 
circle. Some ex-members of “Y” complete this 
bastard of a band and bring to mind comparisons 
to DEFECATION and NAPALM DEATH. 22 tracks 
of brutal, crushing grind that is simply bad-ass! 
Sound Pollution has a well-deserved reputation 
of releasing some of the best thrash, HC, grindy 
stuff around-this is highly recommended...go get 
it...now. (Lawless) 

Sound Pollution / PO Box 17742 / Covington, K 
41017 / www.sound-pollution.com 

THE DEAD HATE THE LIVING - SHOCK 
AND AWE CD 

This is a very interesting disk in that the styles of 
music that are combined are very surprising. 
Before I go on, I want to make it clear that I really 
like this CD, because I know that some 
references are a bit touchy. When I first played 


this the heaviness and the dual vocalists 
completely reminded me of the SERVITUDE 7", 
but as it played on it seemed as if some of the 
members of TDHTL might listen to a bit of NOFX 
‘S&M Airlines’ and a bit of old LAGWAGON. I 
know it sounds strange, but this is very, very 
good. The music is rounded out by lyrics that are 
very deep and intense and well-done dark- 
themed glossy artwork. You have to pick this one 
up to really understand. (Jake) 

The dead hate the living / PO Box 19151 / 
Cincinnati, OH 45219 / 

www.thedeadhatethliving.com 
HYPERREALIST/ PO Box 9313 / Savannah, GA 
31412 / www.hyperrealist.com 

DEATHCYCLE - s/t 7" 

I really like this 7". It’s fast 80’s style hardcore 
similar to POISON IDEA, or CAUSTIC CHRIST, 
with fist-in-the-air sing along parts, and I really 
like the singer’s lyrics. They deal with topics like 
living your life according to politics and ideals, 
the con of the two party system, as well as some 
personal issues. And he kind of sounds like the 
singer from the PIST. (Righteous) 

17cm / PO Box 563 / Lakehurst, NJ 08733 / 
www. 17cmrecords.com 

DESPITE- No Promise Of Tomorrow LP 

Hailing from Disconsin, Bob (x-URBN DK) leads 
this crew of punx through an auditory onslaught 
of epic proportions! No Promise Of Tomorrow is 
DESPITE’s second full length (check out their 
first album on Six Weeks Records) and fully 
delivers the goods without compromise. The 
down tuned gits, deep/gruff vokillz and some fast 
as fuck dis-beats, that don’t follow the same 
boring formula most bands trying to play this style 
copy, retain many different elements that I really 
dig in punk. DESPITE has no problem effortlessly 
combining heavy dis-style crusty HC with a wee 
bit of the grind thrown in for good measure on 
these 11 tracks. The raw production on this beast 
is complimentary to the band as well. DESPITE 
seems to get compared to DOOM a lot and while 
I can definitely hear some influence in their music, 
I think they keep it fresh without rehashing 
another bands sound. Packaging is all black and 
white and the relevant political lyrics are in 
English and translated into Spanish. Sorry to hear 
that these guys broke up...or was that just a 
rumor? (LawLess) 

C.A.H. Records / PO Box 1421 / Eau Claire, Wl 
54702-1421 

THE DETONATORS - Sonic Manifesto 7" 

“Previously unreleased due to punk rock poverty.” 
Dudes, I know. Been there. This was recorded 
in 1991, but songs like “911” read and sound 
brand spanking new. THE DETONATORS play 
well-written and rehearsed punk rock ala GBH, 
complete with guitar solos. Cool cover, too! 
(Newt) 

N.F.N. Records / PO Box 10384 / Eugene, OR 
97440 

DISRESPECT -Justice in a Bag EP 

Yes! Minneapolis troublemakers DISRESPECT 
are back with another 7-incher of totally irreverent 
punk rock! Comprised of former and current 
members of PISSED, CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE, 
and MISERY, these punks know how to deliver 
the goods. Check the lyrics to “Hung, Drawn and 
Quartered,” a scathing indictment of sexual 
predators: “Hung, drawn, and quartered/is what’s 
in store for you/Impalement on a stake/will end 
this cycle of abuse/Beheaded with a guitar string/ 
is justice for your crime of hate/Feed you to rabid 
wolves/for your victims it’s still too late.” These 
guys (and gal) don’t fuck around! This is an 
extremely timely release, right down to the cover 
art. You owe yourself a little DISRESPECT. Until 
next time...see ya at the bar! (Doug) 
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DOG ASSASSIN - S/T 7" 

All the way from Reno Nevada we have the 
second release from DOG ASSASSIN. Ultra 
politically and socially aware fast and gritty punk 
with excellent lyrics about dumpster culture, 
getting rid of sexism, and direct action for animal 
liberation to name a few. The lyric sheet also 
doubles as a fold out political photo collage 
poster. The packaging is a super DIY hand 
screened canvas sleeve with contact info for 
Reno Food Not Bombs and also includes a new 
version of the 

Vegan Outreach ‘Why Vegan’ pamphlet. This is 
a great piece of media all around, but is limited 
to 325 copies so get it now! (Jake) 

DOS ASSASSIN / 324 East Taylor St. / Reno NV 
89502 / dog_assassin@hotmail.com / 

www.angelfire.com/theforce/dogassassin 
Spacement Records / 5120 Idlebury Wy / Reno 
NV 89523 / spacementrecords@riseup.net / 
www.spacementreno.com 

DRAW BLOOD - The Calm Before The 
Storm CD 

A fine mix of old school punk and straight up HC 
from this Boston band. 7 killers that blow by in 
about 9 minutes time, leaving the listener waiting 
for more. Lyrics are personal, poignant and 
socially aware without being trite and boring. I 
really like the singer’s delivery- the sound is 
somewhat mean yet anthemic bringing to mind 
bands like VERBAL ASSAULT and THE 
FREEZE. Look for a full length by these boys on 
Deathwish Inc in the not so distant future. 
(Lawless) 

Trash Art! / PO Box 725 / Providence, Rl 02901 
/ www.soundandculture.com 

EDWOOD - S/T 7" 

This is a very unique band from France that 
combines a few different styles. They are female 
fronted using a combination of soothing vocal 
melodies over slow tempo almost new wave 
music with saxophones combined with a faster 
paced 80’s punk sound with a bit of screamed, 
but not harsh vocals. It’s a nice change of pace 
and a good way to get their very strong socio/ 
political lyrics across to people who may not like 
the grind/crust/thrash type of thing. All of the 
songs are sung in French with translations in 
German, Spanish, English, and two other 
languages that I’m not quite sure of with a cover 
of ‘Bienvenue surterre’ by LA FRACTION thrown 
in for good measure. Very nice indeed. (Jake) 
Ed-wood @ club-internet.fr / l.u.t. prod / 43 Avenue 
De Geneve / 74000 Annecy /France 
Perce - oreille / Frederic Vaillent / 43 Rue St - 
Laurent / 38000 Grenoble / France / 

elfredasse@aol.com 

ESCAPADO- s/t 7" 

ESCAPADO have a dark, down tuned, new- 
school hardcore sound not unlike FROM ASHES 
RISE. Metallic at times screamed vocals galore. 
Lyrics are in German, artwork is black and 
ominous. (Newt) 

Alerta Antifacsista / PO Box 2318 / 24913 
Flensburg / www.no-pasaran.org 

ESKE - Big Trouble In Little Village 7" 

On this record we get 8 tracks of straightforward 
hardcore that blaze by you before you even know 
what hit you, which is just the way I like it. The 
lyrics talk about their love of vodka, their 
supporters and about the importance of living life 
with no regrets. Good stuff. (Ciderpunk) 
Southkore Records / 2814 S. Spaulding Ave. / 
Chicago. IL 60623 U$A 

FEAR OF GOD- Zeitgeist LP 

In 1986 Switzerland’s FEAR OF GOD got out to 
punish the world with a chaotic onslaught of 
growling noise. Unfortunately their records were 
I almost impossible to get...until now.This 2 record 
discography has every one of the 95 tracks they 


ever recorded, as well as a ten-page booklet 

containing all their lyrics, a history of the band, a 
gallery of flyers and cover art as well as some 
live photos. The gatefold cover also tells where, 
when and who did the recording. A very well put 
together package. For those of you that like getting 
stuff with your records, this one comes with a 
poster and a really high quality vinyl sticker. If you 
ever wanted to know anything about this band, 
it’s in here. The LPs are very limited, only 200. 
So if you see it, grab it. (Mayson) 

Absurd Records / Caixa Postal 302 / OsascoO 
SP / 06016-970 Brazil / absurd@brfree.com.br 

FIGHTING DOGS-s/t CD 

This is fast paced. Political hardcore with just the 
right amount of the over done, typical influence 
going around in punk today, you know the 
TRAGEDY/FROM ASHES RISE sound, with 
some elements of speed metal, and a bit of 
influence from bay area hardcore. They pull it 
off really well, if you are a fan of the afore 
mentioned bands, but like me, are sick of bands 
ripping them off, and not doing it very well, you 
will love this album, because they really do it 
justice. Though it is a lot more metal than 
TRAGEDY and F.A.R. It’s raging and hard-hitting 
from beginning to end. They hail form 
Philadelphia, PA and feature ex- members of 
RAMBO and VIRGINIA BLACK LUNG. 
(Righteous) 

Ed Waters Records / www.edwatersrecords.org 

FLAK - demo tape 

FLAK stands for Fucking Lawless Annihilation 
Kommandos, which is an awesome name, and 
totally in line with the type of japcore worship they 
are going for. These guys hail from Pittsburgh, 
but you’d never guess it by their sound. Total 
noisy, thrashy raw punk like CONFUSE, or 
GLOOM. This is sloppy, harsh punk like only the 
Japanese can do it, only it’s done pretty well here 
by these Pennsylvania punks. If you dig this type 
of stuff, then you should probably get this. 
(Righteous) 

Flaktorncorpses @ hotmail.com 

FLESHIES - Gung HO CD 

Oakland’s kings of dirgy rock offer up a disc of 
singles, comp tracks, and b-sides. 16 songs of 
dirty, raw, booze fueled raunch n’ roll. Songs 
are from their splits with VICTIM’S FAMILY, THE 
PHANTOM LIMBS, THE JOCKS, and TOYS 
THAT KILL, as well as some previously 
unreleased material. (Righteous) 

Life Is Abuse / PO Box 20524 / Oakland, CA 
94620 / www.lifeisabuse.com 

FOUR LETTER WORD - Crime Wave EP 

This snappy four song 45 has punk rock dinosaur 
Welly (from Artcore fanzine) up front on vocals. 
FOUR LETTER WORD make no frills old school 
hardcore punk with a melodic poppy edge. 
Although hailing from Britain, they’ve obviously 
got a love affair with the early 80’s American 
variety going on. Both the California and 
Northeast coasts are represented, let’s say the 
DK’s, Dxlx, and the CIRCLE JERKS on one side 
and the FREEZE and JERRY’S KIDS on the 
other. The vocals remind me more than a little 
of Keith Morris, while the bass noodleing is very 
Klaus Flouridesque. Despite all this, I can’t quite 
put my finger on it, but there’s something 
distinctly English about it...sort of an ANGELIC 
UPSTARTS influence. Well thought out and not 
at all cliche lyrics about various societal wrongs. 
I really like the words to “Johnny Foreigner”. 
Righteous old style stuff harking back to “... when 
punk was a four letter word”. (Mr. H) 

Rat Patrol / Newest Industry / 
www.thenewestindustry.com 

FREE VERSE- Generator CD 

I believe this to be an all female band, though 
there is no listing. The vocals which go back and 


forth from HARUM SCARUM style gruffer 

shouting to an almost SLEATER KINNEY type 
of singing. The drummer is great and the songs 
lyrics consist of personal struggles and political 
stances. Not necessarily something I get into 
musically but something that I can appreciate. 
(Hatchet) 

Buttermilk Records / Rodent Popsicle 

FORWARD TO DEATH - The Hourglass 
EP 7" 

THIS New Jersey band plays rough, fast 
hardcore, with lots of breakdowns, and tempo 
changes. They gallop along in that short, fast way, 
but with more melody and a real rockin’ vibe. The 
clearly shouted vocals deal mainly with personal 
issues. I can’t think of any bands to compare 
these guys to since I normally don’t listen to this 
type of stuff, but this is a pretty good record none- 
the-less. (Righteous) 

17cm / PO Box 563 / Lakehurst, NJ 08733 / 
www. 17cmrecords.com 

FUCK STREET NOISE / HACHAZO - Las 
Ricas Tambien Lloran split CD 

WOW!!! The booklet that accompanies this disk 
is pretty fucking amazing! Full color 16 pages 
front and back with images that fit hauntingly well 
with the songs, who’s well thought out socio¬ 
political lyrics are emblazoned across. This is 
the cumulative effort of 5 labels and 2 bands all 
hailing from Spain. The title” Las Ricas Tambien 
Lloran” translates into “The Rich Ones Also Cry” 
(my Spanish is a little rusty). Both bands have a 
strong anarcho slant however that’s where 
comparisons end. The 3 piece HACHAZO a.k.a. 
AXE BLOW come from the brutal punk/HC 
direction and are similar to a cross between SIN 
DIOS and E-150 in style and sound. They have 
a great song on here titled “Sutura” about female 
circumcision...pretty heavy topic that will 
hopefully spark some dialogue on this subject. 
FUCK STREET NOISE play some brutal assed 
crusty grind-core with strong political lyrics. 
Tackling issues like concentration camps and 
Serbia. Listening to their songs on this split at 
times reminded me of early BRUJERIA mixed 
with a little CATHETER. If you are even remotely 
into international anarcho-punk then you need 
to seek this disk out. Very recommended. 
(Lawless) 

Victimas Del Progresso Crimenes De Estado / 
A.A.-Apdo. 24037 / 28080 Madrid Spain 

GATO APLASTADO - s/t CD 

When I first got this album, I wasn’t sure what to 
expect since it’s full of comics of a cartoon cat 
getting run over by a car and lying in blood- but 
in a cute way. But then I listened to it and found 
it to be damn good. They play a traditional style 
of Spanish hardcore, but with a keyboard, and in 
a way you would expect but more in a way you 
would expect from the cartoons, you know? Fun. 
A portion of the proceeds of this record go to 
animal rights organizations. (Chad) 

TPZshit Recordings / C/Talamanca 22 2Degrees 
A / Alaca de Henares / Madrid / 
ketchoop@teletine.es 

GFK- If Liberty Isn’t Given, It Should 
Be Taken CD 

This is total floor punching, spin kicking, tough 
guy, chugga-chugga hardcore. But these 
Canadians don’t embody all the shady beliefs and 
dodgy actions of the bastards that usually play 
this type of music. They are extremely political, 
and DIY to boot. Fiercely political lyrics set to 
pulverizing hardcore soaked in wailing metal 
hooks that hits you like a spin kick in the mosh 
pit. They sound like EARTH CRISIS, or 
SNAPCASE, only a hell of a lot better. I usually 
hate this type of music, but knowing what these 
guys are all about makes this a lot more 
enjoyable. This is actually really good shite! 
(Righteous) 
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G7 Welcoming committee / P.O. Box 27006 / 360 
Main St. Concourse / Winnipeg MB / R3C 4T3 
Canada / www.g7welcomingcommitee.com 

THE GHOULIES - Reclaim the World CD 

Right off the bat these guys have a sound that 
reminds me A LOT of Electric Frankenstein. Hell, 
it sounds just like them. Even the vocals have 
that Steve Miller flare. I love E.F. but this is too 
much like them. Also, there‘s a California band 
called The Groovie Ghoulies that kicks butt, too. 
(Newt) 

Rockstar Records / Kurbrunnenstrasse 32-36 / 
52066 Aachen / Germany 

GOD’S AMONG MEN - Got Bricks CD 

This is a pretty interesting release. With samples, 
viola, operatic singing and crusty male 
accompaniment, GODS AMONG MEN are more 
experimental than the average. I hear elements 
of GODFLESH in the drums, GUTS PIE 
EARSHOT and SUBMISSION HOLD in the 
vocals and other instruments. I like the 
instrumentals, the viola being haunting, the 
drums maddening but altogether it doesn’t really 
gel well to my ears. This is apocalyptic circus 
sideshow music I would probably rather see live. 
(Hatchet) 

Sardonic Sounds / www.sardonicsounds.com 

HABITACION 101 • s/t CD 

Hailing from Spain, HABITACION 101 kick out a 
full-length of crusty-sounding punk that is not 
afraid to change tempo or venture into grind 
territory. I’m reminded a lot of later RATOS DE 
PORAO, especially in the vocals. I enjoyed this 
quite a bit. HABITACION 101 don’t necessarily 
break any new ground in terms of anarcho-punk 
but seem very sincere lyrically as well as 
musically. Check this one out. (Doug) 

Victim Records / A.A.A. APDO.24037 / 28080 
Madrid, Spain / victimrecords@yahoo.es 

HAPPY BASTARDS / HUMAN 
CERTAINTY split LP 

This is a smart little record, pairing up two bands 
with very different sounds, but similar attitudes. 
As far as I know, this is the first release by either 
band. HAPPY BASTARDS spit out seven tracks 
of angst dealing with issues both personal and 
of a more worldly nature. The comparisons to 
older, female fronted bands like THE GITS, THE 
AVENGERS, and LA FRACTION are already 
floating around and ring true, but this band bolds 
its own and is up to par with more contemporary 
acts like WITCH HUNT and SIGNAL LOST. Mid 
to fast tempo melodic punk with eerie yet strong 
vocals. Can’t wait to hear more! On the reverse 
side HUMAN CERTAINTY churn out three 
longish tracks of ferocious noise with dual male 
vocals. There’s some serious DYSTOPIA worship 
going on here, but that’s well deserved and well 
executed. They’ve got some intricate and 
technical guitars, without being pretentious, laid 
over some grindy beats, and some thrash metal 
build-ups to hold it all together. The lyrics 
are...well...philosophical. The only thing that 
threw me off, is that one side is 33rpm and the 
other’s 45rpm - I guess I’m a little slow! (Mr. H) 
N.F.N. Records 

thenewsfromnowhere@yahoo.com 

HELLSHOCK/EFFIGY - USA Meets 
Japan split 10" 

I’ve been waiting for this record forever, and it 
was worth every second! Total crust metal 
onslaught. Two of the best of modern stenchcore 
paired up. HELLSHOCK officially confirm their 
position at the top of my ‘favorite currently active 
bands’ list. Offering up 4 more tracks of their 
special brand of brutal metallic crust, and by far 
their best material to date. 3 originals and a 
POISON IDEA cover. EFFIGY’S side is a slight 
disappointment compared to their previous 
releases, but still some of the best metal-as-fuck 


crust going today. With two new songs, and a re¬ 
recorded version of a previously released track. 
The artwork is in the same ‘battling skeletons’ 
tradition of past WICKED WITCH splits, but this 
time done by Mid-the king of punk/metal record 
covers. This is a killer split, but if you don’t already 
have one, then good luck finding one. These were 
practically out of print before they were released. 
But defiantly worth trying to track down! 
(Righteous) 

Wicked Witch / PO BOX 3835 / 1001 AD 
Amsterdam / The Netherlands 

HRYDJUVERK! / PATIENT ZERO - 
SPLIT 7" 

PATIENT ZERO play super fast and angry power 
violence style hardcore with a very personal 
lyrical approach with political overtones. Six 
songs of blazing mayhem recorded by Bri of 
DOOM. The HRYDJUVERK side of this lime 
green disk is fast tuned down hardcore with a 
heavy Swedish influence singing about their 
views on nationalism, government oppression, 
and the effects of Western culture. It’s a nice 
combination of melody and brutality from the 
Icelandic three piece giving us four songs 
including a DISCHARGE cover. (Jake) 

Patient Zero / PO Box 93 / Boston / Lines / PE21 
7YB / UK / www.sofaweb.org.uk/patientzero 
Hrydjuverk/ PO Box 18/121 Reykjavik, Iceland 
/ hrydjuverk@yahoo.com 

HRYDJUVERK! - s/t CD 

Your guess is as good as mine when it comes to 
pronouncing this band’s name, but 
HRYDJUVERK! lay down some fairly mean- 
spirited crusty hardcore here, hailing all the way 
from Iceland. This band is heavily into animal 
rights issues and there is a lot of information on 
veganism and the A.L.F. included with this CD. 
I’m definitely interested in hearing more from this 
band-with a slightly tighter sound, they should 
be pretty killer. (Doug) 

Hrydjuverk! Records / PO Box 18/121 Reykjavik, 
Iceland 

HUMUS / LARM AS FUCK split 7“ 

LARM AS FUCK is 3 of the dudes from LARM 
(who are now in SEEIN RED) and Roy from BSE 
and ALL TENSED UP on vox. They got together 
to pull off a LARM cover band, played 3 shows, 
then snuck into the studio on SEEIN RED’s dime 
to record these 8 tracks of classic Larmness. 
More tuneful than the originals and a better 
recording to boot. The result is a good-time thrash 
attack by a lot that helped define the genre. 
HUMUS have 6 tracks of raw, loud and fast HC 
thrash and are a true force to be reckoned with. 
Great follow up to the tape. (Lawless) 

Wasted Youth Power records / PO Box 16578 / 
1001 RB Amsterdam, The Netherlands 
www.wastedyouthpower.tk 

INFECTED MINDS - Its Your Time To 
Go CD-EP 

This CD-EP is a first effort by these New York 
punks. Clocking in at 9:32 these six songs 
sounded like it was recorded through the internet. 
The quality is harsh and tinty, but their heart is in 
the right place with lyrics on all songs attacking 
King George II and the War on Terrorism. 
However, one lyric just rubs me the wrong way: 
“You support murder if you buy drugs.” Gimme 
a break. You are much more likely to fund the 
war if you merely drive a damn automobile than 
buying drugs. (Newt) 

What Now Bitch? / www.mindsofinfection.cjb.net 

IGNITIONS • Line On Free CD 

This Japanese trio serves up seven rocking 
songs firmly nestled somewhere between old- 
school punk and old school metal. The harmony 
guitars, guitar solos, and some double bass flow 
perfectly and unobtrusively along side of three 
chord punk melodies. The vocalist sounds a bit 


like Mike Dean and is at times, over the top. The 
songs are hyper, the recording is low-budget, and 
the lyrics are in Japanese. Really interesting punk 
metal band! Somebody get these guys some 
better equipment. Quick! (Newt) 

MCR company / 157 Kamiagu Maizuru Kyoto 
624-0913 / Japan / http://www.dance.ne.jp/~mcr 

ISKRA / MANKILLSMAN - Split CDR 

This is a CDR release, limited to 50 and recorded 
in Montreal on ISKRA’s North American tour this 
past year. It features 3 live tracks, and 3 studio 
tracks from both ISKRA, and MANKILLSMAN. 
The live stuff was recorded at their show together, 
and the sound quality is really good. The studio 
stuff was recorded in the MANKILLSMAN 
basement studio. ISKRA (or should I say 
“DISKRA”) wrote and recorded their tracks on 
the spot with out ever practicing them before. It’s 
their attempt at playing “typical crust” and they 
started out as just joke songs, though they are 
pretty fuckin good for a joke. And the last track is 
a 12 minute free-style jam session featuring all 
the members of both bands! Very interesting to 
say the least. This is all packaged in a hand 
screened digipack, with a hand screened CDR. 
A pretty essential thing to dig up if you’re a fan of 
either of these bands. (Righteous) 
www.iskra.ws / www.mankillsman.com 

KAMENISH - self titled CD-R 

Hey! Pretty cool anarcho punk from Argentina 
here. KAMENISH fill this cd-r with 16 studio 
recordings and one live song included at the end. 
This band plays melodic 80’s anarcho punk with 
originality but retain the South American hardcore 
intensity that bands from the continent invariably 
embody. They even have an accompanying flute 
in one of the songs. The songs are quite diverse 
in structure and tempo, making for interesting 
listening. (Jordan) 

Collectivo Dekadencia Humana / Diag. 
Pueyrredon 3324 / 7600 Mar Del Plata / Buenos 
Aires / Argentina/ kamenish@yahoo.com.ar 

KOBAYASHI/KOYANNISQATSI- split EP 

Very rocking stuff from two excellent German 
bands. Admittedly, KOBAYASHI kind of won this 
one for me, as they remind me a lot of 
MANIFESTO JUKEBOX on their song “Weil 
Neurosen Laengst Wirklickeit Sind." However, 
KOYANNISQATSI are awesome as well. Fans 
of female-fronted bands like DIASPORA or ONE 
BY ONE will definitely get into this. Definitely 
one of the better records I’ve reviewed for this 
fair zine. (Doug) 

Alerta Antifascista / PO Box 2318 / 24913 
Flensburg / Germany / www.no-pasaran.org 

KUOLLEET KUKAT- Antologia 84-86/ 
93-95 2xCD 

This double CD set is the discography for this 
Finnish band, which features members of 
RIISTETYT and probably a few others. They were 
around for a few years in the 80’s, then reformed 
in the early 90s The first disc is all the 80’s 
material, and the second is the stuff from the 90’s. 
Musically, they don’t follow the formula set by all 
the other classic Finnish bands. They are one of 
those great European bands who don’t play 
typical methodical punk. And that’s what makes 
them great. The 80’s material doesn’t do much 
for me, it’s a bit more raw and unrefined, but on 
the second disc you can tell they got their style 
honed and perfected. It sounds a lot like later 
DEZERTER with a bit of ASTA KASK thrown in. 
But they have a style all their own. It’s slightly off 
beat, and goes from heavy, mid-tempo punk, to 
faster thrashier parts, with even a bit of a grind 
sound. The booklet and lyrics are all in Finnish, 
but you can tell by the layout that they are political 
as all hell. This is a great release. It hasn’t left 
my CD player since I got it. (Righteous) 

FIGHT RECORDS / hikivourenkatu 17 D 36 / 
33710 tampere / Finland / www.kolumbus.ft/fight 
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tongue except for one chorus in English so I really 
can’t tell what they are about. The mixing and 
production are really good without being 
commercially over clean, and the layout is totally 
pro with a bunch of live photos included. (Jake) 
Salva Apatado deCorreos 210 / 19080 
Guadalajara / SPAIN / 
alkenolegustekesejoda @ ozu.es 


LEFTOVER CRACK - Rock the 40oz: 

Reloaded CD 

2004 was quite a wild ride for these guys, 
including a Tompkins Square Park show, 
Cracktoberfest, that culminated in a mini-riot with 
5 arrests, and the sad, untimely death of their 
24-year-old drummer, Brandon Possible, who 
overdosed at a Texas motel while on tour in 
December. Like CHOKING VICTIM before them, 
these LES squatters’ infectious backbeats and 
sing-a-long choruses have earned them a 
tremendous worldwide following among young 
punks. It can be said that LEFTOVER CRACK 
is indeed a gateway to much harder things. Their 
innate and irrepressible talent has been widely 
recognized by many key players in the older 
generations as well - Hellcat Records boosted 
both CHOKING VICTIM and LoC, and Steve 
Albini himself recorded Fuck World Trade, their 
second full-length, for Alternative Tentacles. This 
band’s line-up rotates more than a NYC subway 
turnstile (although, knowing these guys, they’d 
be jumping that fucker anyhow); and many of its 
members have other high-profile achievements 
to their credit.This CD-format reissue of Leftover 
Crizak’s Rock the 40oz 7", released back in 2000, 
includes the original 5 songs, along with rare 
comp tracks, unreleased 4-track demo versions,, 
and a flashplayer video for the title track, 
produced by Spider TV. It should be said that 
versions of each of the 13 songs on Rock the 
40oz are also appear on either - or both - 
Mediocre Generica and Shoot the Kids at School, 
but if you’re hopelessly addicted to LoC’s thrashy 
ska-core and irreverant lyrics, then the bonus 
material alone is reason enough to add this to 
your collection. True to its name, this CD Rocks 
the 40oz - this reviewer, at any rate! Let’s hope 
they keep on putting the ska in scofflaw. 
(Chelsea40oz) 

http://www.bankshotrecords.com 

LET’S GROW - ...Neverending Story 7" 

This hardcore band from Serbia plays 80’s style 
punk with a tinge of crust. The lyrics are 
interesting enough with explanations. However, 
seeing how these guys are from Belgrade, I 
personally would like to see more local color 
involved here. After all, Serbia is a war-torn 
country that was bombed by Clinton! If they didn’t 
say they were from Serbia, this record could have 
come from anywhere. (Newt) 

Know Records / PO Box 90579 / Long Beach, 
CA 90809 / www.knowrecords.com 

MAKILADORAS / RADIO BIKINI split 7” 

MAKILADORAS put together two powerful new 
tracks that are based on the blend of straight¬ 
forward hardcore punk and a strong 80's metal 
influence. With this style of music and strong female 
vocals, their previous 10" release earned them 
comparisions to the early days of UK's 
SACRILEGE. However, the songs on this recording 
are far more delicately structured, offering a lot more 
variety in style, and the vocalist has adapted a 
singing style more suitable for her voice: angry and 
sharp. RADIO BIKINI are an interesting and 
complimentary band to share this EP. Musically they 
are incredibly tight and fast, playing a non-stop 
brand of break-neck thrash in the form of four short 
and explosive blasts (as opposed to 
MAKILADORAS' two). Both bands have incredibly 
political lyrics and the booklet includes lyrics and 
explanation, with English translations from their 
native Dutch. Although slightly oversized (which 
presents a minor storage issue), the packaging is 
well assembled and even includes a cover drawing 
by Marald that goes back to the "Let's Start a Riot" 
days, with its fairly direct anti-state theme. (Dan) 
DP (or not DP) c/o Wilco DP / Houtensewetering 
19 / 3991 LJ Houten / Holland. 

UPS (Underground Punk Support) c/o Mos / 
Vliegtuiglaan 3 / 3769 JM Soesterber / Holland 
Trabuc Records/PO Box 160/46740 Carcaixent/Spain 


MOTOR HATE - ...Welcome to 
Civilisation LP 

I was a little confused by this one at first. The 
intro bit made me think I was gonna be in a weird 
mono-rock’n’roll world for a while. Interestingly 
enough, I liked the notion, but then the music 
really kicked in and I felt like I just had one of 
those candle wax ear canal cleansing things 
done. The galloping concussion of Scandi-thrash 
commenced, and I praised the punk rock gods 
for my fortune. Scandi-thrash may be a bit of a 
misnomer here though, ‘cause these Danes don’t 
really do it the way that most of their d-beat 
neighbors on the peninsula to the north do it. 
They’ve got some of that dirgey, mud ridden 
AMEBIX meets MOTORHEAD thing going on, 
not unlike BORN DEAD ICONS. Then they move 
into faster G-ANX/COUNTERBLAST style 
parts...sweet symphony. The lyrics approach 
several different subject matter, but the obvious 
and predominant theme for this record is anti¬ 
nationalism. If it’s the last thing I do, I’m gonna 
get a t-shirt with their graphic! It’s a Che Guavera 
image, but a death’s head has been 
superimposed over the face, and he’s wearing a 
studded out jacket. Fuck! Alerta Antifascista is 
on a roll! (Mr. H) 

Alerta Antifascista / www.no-parasan.org 

MUTINY- Rum Rebellion CD 

Yes! I have been waiting to get my hands on this 
for quite a while now, and here it is, the official 
CD reissue of MUTINY’S Rum Rebellion. The 
sticker that came with this CD said “folk punk for 
punk folk” and they weren’t kidding. From the get- 
go, this fine Australian group will have you 
wanting to stamp yer feet, sing along and raise 
your fists in the air. These folks are clearly having 
a good time; instruments include fiddles, guitars, 
mandolin, tin whistle, accordion, trumpet, and 
banjo- how could you go wrong? Wailing, throat 
scratching, harmonizing male and female vocals 
sing of classic topics, that include tales of stealing 
money from crappy corporate bosses (to buy a 
fiddle no less!), times of travel, revenge, busking, 
poverty, and, of course, drinking. Simply put- I 
love it! (Maygun) 

Fistolo Records / PO Box 2836 / Upper Darby, 
PA 19082 / www.fistolo.com 

NEURON- Gleichschritt CD 

I love it when you can’t classify a band. This is 
the finest mix of crust, grind and death metal I’ve 
heard in years. The songs are intricate but not 
so noodly that it sounds wanky- and it simply 
does not slow down at all. Lyrically all the bases 
are covered by a thunderous growling roar. A truly 
brutal album for a truly brutal world. (Mayson) 
Epistrophy Recording Company / PO Box 312 / 
30003 Hannover / Germany / www.epistrophy.de 

NIKMAT OLALIM-Baff/e Legacy CD 

This is a highly political, DIY punk band from 
Israel. Their name, which translates to “toddler’s 
revenge”, is taken from an extremist Jewish 
organization responsible for many terrorist acts 
against Muslims in Israel and Palestine. They are 
all about raising awareness of the often over 
looked Jewish terrorism against the Palestinian 
people. They play fast and aggressive hardcore 
punk with a raw edge to it that fits their style 
perfectly. The lyrics are in English and Hebrew, 
and come with translations and explanations for 
all of them. This is a raging release from a part 
of the world we don’t hear a lot of punk coming 
from. It has great artwork hand-screened on a 
cardboard cover, DIY all the way. (Righteous) 
NIKMAT OLALIM- Tal Levi /19 Dov Hoz st. apt. 
10/ Kfar Saba 44356 / Israel www.gutzy.com/ 
olalim 

NINOS DE LA PUS - Wait Puss CD 

Super fun but raunchy old school type punk from 
Spain with some whoa whoa’s thrown in here and 
there for good measure. All lyrics are in their native 


NOIR LES HORREURS CD demo 

Despite the demo nature of the packaging of this 
CD, the music is very professionally produced 
and brutally loud. Kinda reminds me of FROM 
ASHES RISE, with female sounding vocals. Not 
really sure if this is a female singer as all the text 
is in French. (Newt) 

Descomps Vincent / 5 rue des augustins / 33000 
Bordeaux / France 

NON FIKTION NOIS - Contaminacion 
Mundial 7" 

This is raw and aggressive, pissed off, fast punk. 
These dudes rip through six tracks, some are 
really thrashy, and some have a slightly more 
anthemic, sing along feel to them. The vocals 
are urgently and harshly screamed, with lyrics in 
Spanish and English, covering awesome political 
topics as well as some poignant criticism of the 
punk scene. This is a great first record from 
these Chicago natives. (Righteous) 

Southkore Records / 2814 S. Spalding / Chicago, 
IL 60623 

OPOZICION- Ruido Insurgente 7" 

From Bogota, Columbia, this 6 piece band brings 
forward solid hard-hitting anarcho-punk. 
Musically, their songs are layered with aggressive 
multiple male/female vocals...and a saxophone! 
For those of you that don’t like the sax or think 
this will make their sound less intense or fast, 
give 'em a chance. Add to this mix incredible, 
intricate blasting drums that stick to the forefront 
of this ensemble, and this band is a whopper. 
Their lyrics are politically motivated and written 
and sung in Spanish, addressing such topics as 
fighting against war and capitalism, and standing 
up against the mainstream for your beliefs. They 
also have a song that addresses the exploitation 
of women and the need for women’s liberation. 
Sadly, their drummer passed away, and this may 
be the only release from this excellent band, so 
get it while you can!! (Maygun) 

Fight for your Mind / 47, Avenue Gilbert Roux / 
03300 Cusset / FRANCE 

OPUS DEAD -Control CD 

I think this CD may be a discography of sorts 
since there is a lot of material on here. OPUS 
DEAD are from Madrid, Spain, and play straight¬ 
ahead metallic punk that is a little melodic at 
times. They rack up a few points in my book for 
having very personal and political lyrics that are 
translated into English and German (in addition 
to being printed in Spanish). Thirteen songs and 
a DENAK cover-pretty damn good. (Doug) 

Opus Dead / Apdo.35049 / 28080 Madrid, Spain 
/ www.geocities.com/opus_dead 

ORDER OF THE VULTURE - Christ 
Killer 7" 

I am usually not the biggest fan of bands that 
come out of Portland. I think it’s because most 
have a lack of creativity, but that is not the case 
here. This band is a perfect blend of doom metal, 
black metal and hardcore. Oh, and don’t forget 
the whole hating god thing that I always love. 
They also put on an amazing show, just watch 
out for the war paint. This 7" comes with a poster, 
a patch and a sticker! (Chad) 

Brian / 1506 SE Clinton Street / Portland, OR 
97202 / orderofthevulture@yahoo.com 

PARANOIA KEEPS CRAWLING - Made 
to be Broken LP 

PARANOIA KEEPS CRAWLING play a dark, mid- 


N 

0 

I 

S 

E 


Profane Existence #47 


Noise Refuse 


85 













N 

0 

I 

S 

E 


tempo style of hardcore that is very reminiscent 
of HIS HERO IS GONE and ARSON. Bands like 
this are the reason I am a big fan of German 
hardcore. (Chad) 

Unsociable Records / PO Box 105824 / 28058 
Bremen / Germany / www.unsociable.net 

THE PARTISANS - Idiot Nation CD 

When I first heard that this band was back and 
playing again, I thought to myself “Oh no, not 
another ancient band getting back together to 
play 20 year old songs in an uninspired manner 
to make a few bucks.” Not so! THE PARTISANS 
have not made the mistake so many others have. 
They’re back and they’ve put out a full length of 
new songs to prove it. Now don’t get me wrong, 
their new stuff isn’t as aggressive as some of 
their classics (17 Years of Hell, I Don’t Give a 
Fuck, Police Story, etc.) but, if you think about it, 
the same way they have always been a classic 
roots band that I grew up with, they must have 
had bands that they look at the same way. I 
suspect, for them it’s STIFF LITTLE FINGERS, 
THE CLASH, 999, THE VIBRATORS, etc., 
because that ’77 sound really comes through on 
this release. But it’s not in the cheesy way that 
the CASUALTIES and an army of other “street 
punk” clones do it. It sounds authentic, probably 
because it is. I suppose the thing I found most 
fascinating about this record is that the singer’s 
voice hasn’t changed a bit. This guy’s got to be 
well into his forties and he sounds exactly like 
he did when he was a teenager! Next time I go 
out drinking beer, I’ll put one of their old records 
on. Then, afterwards, when I’m settled back at 
home with a big old bottle of whiskey, I’ll put the 
new one on. (Mr. H) 

Dr. Strange / www.drstrange.com 

PROJECT HOPELESS - Kalla Javla 
Samhalle LP 

Fucking raw political crusty hardcore from 
Sweden. Musically, this reminds me of a lo-fi early 
SKITSYSTEM mixed with NO PARADE, but 
darker. Most of the lyrics are in Swedish, with 
explanatory paragraphs in English, covering such 
topics as homelessness, class and race issues, 
and government all from a very misanthropic 
point of view. Very punk. Good solid album, but I 
do think the vocals carry it a bit. With a lesser 
vocalist, I would probably get bored. (The 
Bastard) 

ALERTA ANTIFASCISTA / c/o Timo Nehmtow / 
PO Box 2318 / 24913 Flensburg Germany / 
www. no-pasaran. org 

PUN KORA- Bombas De Democracia CD 

This three piece hailing from Santiago Chile bring 
it on with a most straightforward punk style that 
brings to mind a cross between earliest ANTI=- 
FLAG and THE RESTARTS while at times 
maintaining the melodic-ness of early AVAIL. 14 
tracks of cleanly produced punk with lyrics sung 
in Spanish dealing with socio-political and 
personal topics. These are some big time political 
punx that put meaning and conviction into their 
lyrics. Some stand out tracks for me are; 
“rocanrol”, “tomar las riendos” and “los pacos”. 
The booklet that accompanies the c.d. is pretty 
damn thick with lyrics, translations into English, 
essays and writings about the songs as well as 
a lot of information about the many labels that 
had a hand in releasing Bombas De 
DemocraciaA2 labels in all spanning at least 5 
countries. Quite an undertaking! (LawLess) 
Alejandro Balderrama / A.P. 51733 / Sabana 
Grande 1050 / Caracas, Venezuela 
Mas Punk/G.G. Casilla 15/ Correo San Martin 
/ Santiago, Chile 

RAWSIDE- Outlaw LP 

The latest LP by this long-standing German outfit. 

I might have missed one in there somewhere, 
but I believe it’s their fourth. True to form, they 
continue their ongoing soundtrack to any given 


riot on any given street, but is most suitable to 
the Hannover “Chaos Days” riots of the mid 90’s. 
There’s been some line up changes, but they’re 
still punchy, crunchy 80’s style punk with some 
thrash foundations. RAWSIDE have a bit in 
common with countrymen AUDIO KOLLAPS/ 
RECHARGE, but minus the grind. They’re kind 
of EXPLOITED influenced as well, which in this 
case is not a bad thing. 14 rebellious tracks, 
mostly sung in English, a few in German, 
including a NEW MODEL ARMY cover (“The 
Hunt” - done better than the SEPULTURA 
version!). This LP’s been blessed with Kleister’s 
eye for composition, coming in a beautiful full 
color gatefold sleeve encouraging the burning of 
police vehicles and various other brick throwing 
subversive activities. Big thumbs up! (Mr. H) 
Skuld / www.skuldreleases.de 

REDUCTION - s/t CD 

Goddamn I love Japanese hardcore. But I guess 
I’m just too damn poor to like it as much as some 
people...but I would shell out a pretty penny for 
this album. Raging hardcore with a handful of 
metal riffs with raw as fuck hooks and drive. They 
remind me of bands like REALITY CRISIS and 
ARGUE DAMNATION. Highly Recommended. 
(Chad) 

M.CR company /157 Kamiagu Mauzuru Kyoto / 
Japan / www.dance.ne.jp/~mcr/ 

REJECTED YOUTH - No Police State 
Coalition CD 

Loose, garage based punk rock is my initial 
impression, sounding a bit like CHAOS UK meets 
the STOOGES. This Ep has 8 songs, and a cool 
video with lots of footage of police brutality. The 
first three songs are well recorded studio 
sessions, but these guys really start rocking on 
the final five tracks recorded live at CBGB’s. A 
damn good CD with interesting lyrics and fine 
packaging. (Newt) 

msm 1279.records / PO Box 91 / 90576 Linemen 
/ Germany / contact@msm1279.com / 
www.msml279.com 

THE RESTARTS - Actively Seeking 

Work 1996-1998 CD 

I’ve said it before, and I’ll say it again, I fuckin 
love THE RESTARTS! They’re brand of 
anthemic, crusty, sing-along, drunken street punk 
is so fun and catchy! I love the way all three 
members sing with distinctively different voices, 
but all have the same throaty, ‘drank too many 
whiskeys in the gutter’ scratchy sound. I’ve been 
listening to this non stop. This is an early 
discography which includes their Frustration EP, 
Just Gets Worse EP, Job Club demo (my favorite 
material by far) and their side of the State Rape 
split LP. It comes packaged in an excellent 
digipack, with all the original artwork, liner notes, 
a poster, pictures of the band, and the CD 
includes a video for the song “No Confidence”. 
This is a fucking great release! If you’ve never 
heard THE RESTARTS before, this is a great 
place to start, or if you have heard em, then this 
is still a must have. (Righteous) 

Active Distribution / BM Active / London, WC 1N3 
XX, UK / www.activedistribution.org 

RAUM 101 - S/T 10" LP 

Damn, this is good hardcore! Germany’s RAUM 
101 blaze through eight tracks of melodic but 
brutal hardcore that is so catchy that you’ll want 
to sing along on the first listen when you don’t 
even know the words! Once you read the lyrics 
this band becomes even better. The lyrics (in 
German and English) are even more brutal than 
the music, tackling subjects such as human/ 
animal/earth liberation, the horrible global effects 
of multinationals, war, and human greed/ 
consumption. And last but not least, this album 
is full of graphic photos for those too lazy(or 
drunk!) to read. I can’t even describe how fucking 
amazing this album is so you’ll just have to listen 


to it to fully understand. (Jake) 
butterKugel@avcor.de / www.suberban- 
hardcore.tk / ilovediscordia@web.de 

RUIN / Ghost of the Past CD 

New band...well, old guys, new band. The first 
release by RUIN, who are some of the people 
from DISAFFECT/SCATHA with Stick of ENT, 
SORETHROAT, DOOM, etc., fame on drums. 
They’ve created some no-holds-barred, full 
throttle d-beat thrash here, and, as you’d expect, 
they do it extremely well. That’s d-beat punk with 
a capital D (I think I can smell the napalm from 
here!), although the older, crusty British 
influences seep in here and there. Imagine 
EXCREMENT OF WAR, HELLKRUSHER, or 
DOOM mixed with any of the modern Swedish 
masters (WOLFBRIGADE, SKITSYSTEM, 
VICTIMS). The lyrics show disdain for the fucked 
up legacy of civilization: religion, war, Fascism, 
etc. 12 tracks in all...including a DISCLOSE 
cover! The cover image is pretty sweet as well. 
It’s got this creepy pair of vultures, decked out in 
military uniform, leering over a cityscape. They’re 
flanked on either side by a set of chrome 
Japanese characters (which I can’t read!). 
Anyhow, this is the Japanese CD release, which 
should be released on vinyl shortly by Agipunk. 
(Mr. H) 

MCR / www.dance.ne.jp/ 

THE ROTTEN • Circus Of The 
Demented CD 

We get 12 tracks of old school punk rock from 
this 3 piece band from the great white north (that’s 
Canada eh?). They remind me of a mellower 
version of the BLANKS 77. Their lyrics are kind 
of cliche but the music more than makes up for 
it. Catchy stuff with male/female vocals. Check it 
out. (Ciderpunk) 
www.therotten.cjb.net 

SAYYADINA- Fear Gave us Wings CD 

I’ve got three words for you...Totally Fucking 
Raging! This Swedish four-piece delivers some 
of the best grinding thrash I’ve ever heard. The 
chainsaw guitar riffs and funeral-dirgey bass lines 
combined with the fifty caliber machine gun drum 
blasts and tribal vocal onslaught make for a skull 
crushing experience you won’t soon forget. All 
the 19 songs have good solid structure that goes 
from sludgy hardcore to full-on grinding madness. 
The vocals are totally pissed and appear to be 
about being totally pissed with song titles like 
Bent out of Shape, Sick of This World and Turned 
Inside-Out. This is simply an intensely kickass 
album. If you’re mad as hell and can’t take it 
anymore, I suggest you go find this album, get a 
box of beer, and sit down with a few close friends 
and start figuring out what can stay and what has 
to go. (Mayson) 

Sound Pollution / 

SENTIENT - s/t 7" 

Damn! This is a beautiful 7" full of sweet hardcore 
with a slight doomy/crusty feel to it and shared 
female/male vocals. The lyrics deal with the 
reality that animals face today at the hands of 
vivisectionists and being raised and sold for food. 
Disgustingly truthful. All the lyrics are included 
inside along with a live shot and some graphic 
imagery. Four songs are definitely not enough 
from this band! (Jake) 

New Eden Records / PO Box 11055 / Costa 
Mesa, Ca 92627/ USA / 
www.newedenrecords.com 

SKELETON- What Will You Do? CS 

Fuck yeah. ..one of the guys from this band found 
me on Myspace and was cool enough to send 
me this demo. If you can imagine any of the 
current spate of D-Beat crasher bands busting 
out with some decent sounding recording, then 
you have a good idea of how SKELETON are. 
Very comparable to DISCHARGE musically and 
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lyrically, but the recording is on the raw side 
without being a complete fucking overdose of 
noise. This is very impressive, even as a demo. 
This band features members of UNDER 
PRESSURE, if I’m not mistaken. Drop 'em a line. 
(Doug) 

PO Box 9 / Stony Mountain / MB POC 3AO / 
Canada / skeleton_attack@hotmail.com 

SUBMISSION HOLD- What Holds Back 
the Elephant CD 

Oh man, what a gem I get to review! I may be 
severely biased as SUBMISSION HOLD have 
been dear to my heart for about a decade now. 
Wow. In the face of a scene where bands come 
and go SUBMISSION HOLD are holding their 
strength in passion and legacy of gracing 
listeners with mindful music and content. Part 
folk, part progressive, part carnival chaos, ALL 
punk, and ALL original, this CD is more an 
experience than 45 minutes of punk rock music. 
The theatrics of SUBMISSION HOLD never 
cease to amaze me and this CD is a testament 
to all that I love about their abrasive yet equally 
soothing way. The music, the silences, the lyrics, 
Jen’s goddess like vocals and the gruff 
accompaniment, the placement and calculation 
of the new drummer, all encompass strong 
emotion in one 9-song release. What Holds Back 
the Elephant is therapy, in short, what music 
should be. (Hatchet) 

G7 Welcoming Committee / PO Box 27006 / 360 
Main St. / Concourse, Winnepeg MB RBC 473 
CANADA 

SUICIDE BLITZ- Ride the Steel LP/CD/ 
Cassette 

All right, although it’s been out a while and I’ve 
already read a handful of reviews for this record, 
when it landed in my lap, I couldn’t help but throw 
in my two cents. As you probably already know, 
SUICIDE BLITZ is a studio or side project of 
some of the people who brought you bands like: 
WOLFBRIGADE, TO WHAT END?, DEFIANCE, 
DS-13, MURDER DISCO X, SEVERED HEAD 
OF STATE and at least a dozen or more other 
projects (No shit!). But all name dropping and 
band references aside, this is straight up old 
school (that means before TRAGEDY and STATE 
OF FEAR, kids!) style hardcore punk. It’s fast, 
but doesn’t try to break the land speed record. 
It’s aggressive, but not over stretched. It’s 
melodic, but still has a hardcore backbone. The 
lyrics are pissed off, but don’t pretend to offer 
any solutions (suicide?). No emo, No metal, No 
pop, No crust, No Oi!, No grind, No jockcore. In 
other words, punk fucking rock! I guess SUICIDE 
BLITZ reminds me most of early 80’s German 
punk, like the UPRIGHT CITIZENS, SLIME, 
BLUT UND EISEN, etc., but also has that distinct 
early 90’s PDX feel - RESIST, DEFIANCE, etc. 
- as well as some vintage Swedish influence, 
say like MODERAT LIKVIDATION. What I’m 
trying to say is, if you’re stuck in that “What’s the 
newest coolest trendiest tangent in punk rock this 
week?” club, and want to quit, then you need to 
check this record out. You won’t be disappointed. 
(Mr. H) 

Vinyl is on Hate / www.unsociable.net/hate / CD/ 
Cassette on Trujaca Fala / www.trujacafala.com 

THIN THE HERD - Demo CDR 

Let me just start off by saying that the one good 
thing the digital age has brought us is the ability 
for any band to release a great sounding demo 
on CDR. And this is one of them. This Chicago 
crust band rages! This demo is good enough to 
be an actual record. A great recording, that’s 
mixed well, and sounds killer. This is male/female 
fronted political crust that reminds me of a cleaner 
version of early ANTIPRODUCT. Only a bit 
heavier, and with a totally rockin groove. Both 
the singers have awesome voices, and the music 
is fast and pounding, and just plain great. 
Definitely highly recommended! (Righteous) 


Myke Wohl / 1008 Main Street #1D / Evanston, 

IL 60202 

TOTAL VERLUST s/t LP 

Or “Total Loss” is pretty straightforward punk 
powered by fairly complex build-ups and 
breakdowns. Coming out of eastern Germany 
and being relatively new on the scene, they have 
a surprisingly old school approach to their music. 
As I’ve said, they build up sound, and then break 
into gruff no nonsense hardcore parts and then 
bring you back down - over and over again. This 
whole LP wraps up the sounds of HASS, 
TOXOPLASMA, H.D.Q., DIE SKEPTIKER, and 
strangely enough, DEATH SENTENCE. There’s 
also something else to it, but I’m not sure what it 
is (What’s this? Originality?!). The words are 
shouted by both the bassist and guitarist in their 
native tongue and take a stab at a number of 
different subjects. For me, the most interesting 
(and most recurrent) theme is the hypocrisy and 
irony in the punk-anarchist scene as a whole. 
There’s some food for thought here in any case. 
Comes with a nice, illustrated booklet, and if your 
German’s a little rusty, a sheet with English 
translations is included. (Mr. H) 

Suburban Hardcore / www.suburban-hardcore.tk 

UMLAUT - Total Disfuckingcography CD 

Well, You knew that eventually it had to 
happen...so here it is. All the “music” made by 
these (anti)legends on one little disc. Dozens of 
grindy 20 second blast beat tracks, that 
occasionally diverge into crossover style 
hardcore, say like early D.R.I., and even full 
blown black metal. This reminds me much of a 
more modern “Unhindered by Talent” 
(SORETHROAT), or like a grindcore version of 
2000DS, melded with SPINAL TAP or some such 
rock parody. It becomes obvious that they have 
real and solid convictions, but it’s buried deep in 
biting sardonic humor and tongue in cheek antics 
where you’ll find the anti-imperialistic, anti¬ 
homophobic, anti-mainstream message. I can’t 
help thinking that the roles of form and function 
have been reversed by these guys - the intent, 
the message seem to be far more important than 
the sound itself, which, in a way, is refreshing. 
As you might expect, it’s all pulled together by 
the finely tuned propaganda machine at 
Crimethlnc, and comes in a nicely formatted and 
illustrated booklet complete with lyrics, tons of 
hilarious commentary, and interviews. This disc 
left me with the distinct mental image of nomad 
bikers from MadMax roaming the countryside 
looting and pillaging as they went. Perhaps this 
band is a result of anxiety. (Mr. H) 

Crimethlnc / www.crimethinc.com 

UNCURBED - A Nightmare in 
Daylight CD 

This is the first album put out by this classic 
Swedish hardcore band reissued by Crimes 
Against Humanity. In my opinion this is some of 
this band’s best material and if you haven’t heard 
it go out and buy it- and everything else they did- 
because it’s all gold. (Chad) 

Crimes Against Humanity / PO Box 1421 / Eau 
Claire, Wl 54702 / www.cahrecords.com 

VUOTI PERSI Generazione in 
Flamme CD 

This release is a collaboration of 4 different 
labels. Great old school 80’s style HC from Italy, 
comes complete with an EXPLOITED cover of 
“Beat the Bastard”. Pretty good well thought out 
socio-political styled lyrics that are always a 
welcome addition to HC punk. This bands sound 
brings to mind NEGAZIONE or maybe even 
BLOODY RIOT. A great release that is worth 
tracking down. (Lawless) 

Anfibio Records / c/o Bolzoni Christian / Via 
Brenti 5 / 26100 Cremona Italy 


WAKE UP ON FIRE- s/t LP 

Sloooooow, heaaaaavy, daaaaaark, doomy crust 
from this East Coast seven-piece ensemble. 
Straight outta Baltimore, Maryland, these guys 
bring it to you full force, and the result is fantastic. 
Be ready for ultimately heavy, intense cello-laden 
noise from the guttural depths of your soul. 
Musically, they begin with involved instrumentals 
and add to them multiple vocals that scream, 
growl and gruff the messages of death, demise 
and (inner and outer) demons. Apocalyptic, epic, 
and beautiful, WAKE UP ON FIRE is artfully put 
together and caked with evil. Listen to this one 
while dreaming of setting things aflame... 
(Maygun) 

Torture Garden Picture Company / 2039 River 
Downs Court / Forest Hill, MD 21050 / 
torturegardenpictures@hotmail.com 

WEAVING THE DEATHBAG- 
Inoculation 7" 

This is the 4th 7“ by these Wisconsin maniacs, 
who just keep getting better at evolving theor fast 
style. This little chunk o’vinyl comes with 6 
straight on HC thrashers that contain a melodic 
edge, but what really caught my eye...er my ears 
was the rad CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE cover of “101 
Uses For A Dead Third World Nation”. A really 
great song to cover with lyrics that are timeless. 
The Deathbag is made up of an all-star mid-west 
line-up, including former members of; UNITED 
SUPER VILLAINS, DEFACTO-OPPRESSION 
and ASININE SOLUTION. Highly recommended. 
(Law Less) 

A joint label release by; Hungry Ghost Records / 
PO Box 620241 / Middleton Wl 53562 
Kangaroo Records / Middenweg 13 /1098 AA / 
Amsterdam Holland 

WORDS THAT BURN - Spawning 
Ground For Hatred LP 

This album fucking smokes! Raging and galloping 
mid-tempo crust with a totally death metal feel to 
it, but still remains crust to the core! This shit is 
heavy, with pummeling double bass action, and 
a great combination of low, growly vocals, and 
regular, clearer vocals. My favorite song on here 
has got to be “Hail Skatin”. “old school skating, 
new school hating. Kiss the goat, hail skatin!” 
Genius! I’ve got a new favorite record! 
(Righteous) 

Crimes Against Humanity Records / PO Box 1421 
/ Eau Clair, Wl 54702 USA / 
www.cahrecords.com 

WORDS THAT BURN - Profits of the 
Christ 7" 

This 7" picks up where the first LP left off. More 
pummeling heavy death metal crust, but now its 
even heavier with the addition of a second 
guitarist. These guys both crack me up and blow 
me away at the same time. The record starts out 
with an ode to 80’s metal called “666 pack”, but 
then gets into more serious topics like cashing 
in on religion, corporate genocide, and the 
military, to name a few. A fucking great record! 
(Righteous) 

Crimes Against Humanity Records / PO Box 1421 
/ Eau Clair, Wl 54702 USA / 
www.cahrecords.com 

ZEROID - 2004 LP 

Not to be confused with the American band 
WASTEOID (as I initially did), Germany’s 
ZEROID bust out eight tracks of technical- 
sounding heavy thrash not unlike the heavier, 
darker-sounding bands of late that I took a cheap 
shot at in the last PE. Admittedly, I have my own 
prejudices against this kind of sound, but 
ZEROID have enough chops going on to keep 
their sound from becoming typecast. I think fans 
of bands like BRAINOIL and NEANDERTHAL 
would enjoy this record immensely. (Doug) 
Unsociable / PO Box 105824 / 28058 / Bremen / 
Germany 
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V/A- Anti-War: Anarcho-punk 

Compilation Vol. 1 CD 

This tremendous compilation brings you over an 
hour of classic old UK anarcho-punk from 1980- 
84. Bands include some of my old favorites 
I ZOUNDS, ANTHRAX, LOST CHEREES, RIOT/ 
CLONE, OMEGA TRIBE, POLITICAL ASYLUM, 
ANTI-SYSTEM, RUBELLA BALLET and more! 
With 23 tracks featuring bands both legendary 
and forgotten, the comp comes complete with a 
detailed, thick booklet highlighting every band- 
so you can catch up and read about old favorites 
and meet a couple new ones as well! Excellent 
idea, excellent packaging, this is a must have 
for all fans of the ol’ anarcho-peace punk. 
(Maygun) 

Overground Records / PO Box 1NW / Newcastle- 
Upon-Tyne / NE99 1 NW / 
john@overgroundrecords.co.uk 

V/A - Planting a Seed CD 

This is a benefit compilation for the Parkinson’s 
Alliance. All proceeds go directly to Parkinson’s 
disease research. Bands featured on here 
include DEADFALL, HOLIER THAN THOU?, 
VOETSEK, DAMAGE DEPOSIT, ANY LAST 
WORDS, CRISPUS ATTUCKS, KERUM, AND 
HEWHOCURRUPTS, just to name a few. If 
you’re a fan of any of these bands or the type of 
music they play, then you’d probably dig this CD. 
This is 68 songs of fast, thrashing hardcore. 
There are some really good tracks on here, by 
some really awesome bands, and it helps a great 
cause. So check this disc out and help the fight 
against this terrible disease. (Righteous) 

De Rock c/o Roger Pacheco / PO Box 40392 / 
Albuquerque, NM 87196-0392/ 
www.killorbekilled.net/derok 

V/A ■ Punks Dead And It’s Your Fault CD 

This is a great compilation featuring 43 songs by 
31 bands from all over the globe between 1977 
and 1986. All of them play fast, raw, and hard 
punk rock that reminds me why I got into it in the 
first place! Not even half way through the first 
listen I wanted to put on my vest, grab my guitar, 
and tear shit up! It’s packaged in a DVD case 
with a b/w cover and a hand (spray) painted 
insert. This is so good! There are only 1000 of 
these so make sure you get one for $3.50 ppd in 
the USA. (Jake) 

Glen / Sick of Talk Records / box9723 Reno, NV 
89507 

V/A - Ratas De Cuidad CD 

A good compilation of a group of underrated 
bands that comprise Chicago’s South Side punk 
scene. I hadn’t heard of most of these bands 
before this comp, which I guess was my loss, 
because they are all pretty good. Many of the 
bands have Latino members, which add an extra 
dimension to many of the songs on this CD, 
instead of the sometimes one-dimensional 
compilations that have many bands from the 
same background. The bands themselves play 
varied styles, but the basis is PUNK, pure and 
simple. A good documentary of the scene from 
the Southkore Collective. (Jordan) 

Southkore Records / 2814 S. Spaulding Ave. / 
Chicago, IL 60623 

V/A SIN APOYO/BIOFILO PANACLISTA/ 
HABITACION 101 - split CD 

I’m a big fan of three-way split CD’s, since they 
have the potential to turn the listener on to 
different bands and musical styles. Such is the 
case with this CD. For starters, SIN APOYO are 
straight-up thrash that don’t fuck around with too 
many breakdowns and have a lot of sing-a-long 
choruses in their music. They’re also from Chile- 
how cool is that? BIOFILO PANACLISTO (from 
Buenos Aires) are more of a power-violence type 
band, playing songs that are over almost before 
you know they’ve begun. The insane dual female/ 
male vocals made this band stick out on this 


release. Finally HABITACION 101 from Spain 
drop seven more tracks of charging metallic 
hardcore on you. Definitely a good document of 
the ever-emerging punk scenes from places that 
I think get overlooked. Fucking A! (Doug) 
Victimas Del Progreso/ A.A. Apdo.24037-28080 
Madrid / angelote66@yahoo.es 

Documentary: 

INSTANT-MIX IMPERIAL DEMOCRACY 
and COME SEPTEMBER - Arundhati 
Roy and Howard Zinn DVD 

There are two separate talks on this 3 hour DVD. 
The first, “Come September” was given one year 
after September 11 th , and examines the “War on 
Terror” and the invasion of Iraq, with background 
from previous US “interventions”. Arundhati Roy 
entitled the second talk (“because lectures must 
be called something”) “Instant-Mix Imperial 
Democracy (buy one get one free)”. In this talk, 
Roy deals with the American Empire and all it’s 
global implications. This dvd is illuminating, 
intelligent, poetic, and the message is presented 
with Arundhati Roy’s eloquence and subtle yet 
commanding demeanor. If the American people 
would only wake up from their numb zombie-like 
state of being constantly bombarded by Fox 
News and CNN. While Michael Moore brings us 
the dummied down version of the effects of 
American foreign policy, Arundhati Roy gives us 
a more mature thoughtful take on many of the 
same issues. (Jordan) 

AK Press/ 674-A 23 rd Street/ Oakland, CA/ 
94612-1163/ www.akpress.org 

A Hundred Bucks and a T-shirt - DVD 

By Basil Shadid, Rev. Phil Sano, Nickey Robo, 
and Joe Biel 

This DVD is by, for, and about the folks putting 
the “geek” back in “zine geek”. I’ve heard for a 
while now that zine culture has achieved a 
perhaps unparalleled foothold in the Pacific 
Northwest, and this documentary helps capture 
the extent of that through interviews with dozens 
of zinesters. A series of topics pertinent to zine 
culture and craft is asked of each participant - 
motivation, publishing schedules, self-financing, 
correspondence and other benefits, pagination 
headaches - universal experiences completely 
familiar to any self-publisher. Zine zealotry 
extends far beyond the punk community, as the 
film clearly shows - there are knitting zines, 
teacher zines, zines for just about every activity 
or lifestyle you can think of. From a punky 
perspective there are a couple of familiar faces 
- Kim Fern, the long-time perzine publisher, and 
a fleeting yet unmistakable glimpse of Chris 
Boarts at a symposium come to mind. If it’s 
leather, bristles, studs and acne you’re looking 
for, you’re not likely to find it here (then again, 
out there somewhere are freaks making zines 
about proper hide tanning procedures, 
paintbrushes, animal husbandry, and skin 
conditions, in all likelihood). Emo kids should 
have no trouble feeling right at home, but for your 
recommended daily allowance of punkiness you’ll 
have to settle for a score featuring DEFIANCE 
OHIO and J CHURCH. If, like me, you are an 
ardent supporter of the small, independent press 
for its own sake - and in this age of 
McClearChannel™, outlets for alternative Points 
of View are more crucial than ever - you’ll find 
this worthwhile and inspiring. The fact that this 
piece reaches outside of the punk subculture can 
help it achieve its intended purpose even more 
effectively, in my opinion. (Chelsea40oz) 

$8 DVDs / $13 VHS 

Microcosm Publishing / PO Box 14332 / Portland, 
OR 97293-0332 / 
www.microcosmpublishing.com 



Agitate #3 


A5 / b&w photocopy / offset / free w. postage 
If they blew it up to broadsheet size and went to 
newsprint, this would be almost a dead ringer 
for Slug and Lettuce - FFS, the publisher is even 
named Chris! Though that’s not such a bad thing 
whatsoever, is it now? Anarcho punk news and 
announcements, zine and music reviews 
interspersed with live band photos, and write-ups 
on the 56A Infoshop of London and ©-infos news 
service. 

Agitate c/o PO Box 202 / Shipley, BD18 3WB, 
UK 

Anarchy: A Journal of Desire Armed 
#58, vol. 22, no. 2 / $6 ppd 

In addition to the usual literary reviews and 
opinion pieces, this sizable intellectual journal 
features articles on Abu-Ghraib, a Communique 
of Solidarity with the People of Cuba, and essays 
on Autonomous Self-Organization and Anarchist 
Intervention, and Identity Politics. Not light and 
breezy reading by any measure. (Chelsea40oz) 
C. A. L., PO Box 1446 / Columbia, MO 65205- 
1446 

Animal Liberation Front- Summer ’04 

Full Size / 26 pgs / 2.00 lbs. 

This is the ALF’s supporters group magazine from 
England. Inside is chock full of info on liberating 
all types of imprisoned animals as well as 
desecrating work spaces where factory farming 
and vivisection take place. The ALF mean 
business and the photos and in depth accounts 
are inspiring and courageous. (Hatchet) 

ALF / SG, BM 1160 / London, WC1N 3XX / 
England 

Arson #1 / Winter 2004 

8.25" x 5 7/8" / donation / 72 pgs. 

Cut ‘n’ paste mania from Australia. Lots of 
anarchist/anti-civilization politics and information 
included from a wide variety of sources. A large 
chunk is devoted to the issues of violence against 
women and how it can be dealt with or prevented. 
The passionate anger and caring is definitely 
here in this zine, sprinkled with tons of attitude, 
which is really heartening to read. This could 
really develop into a top-notch political zine if 
given the chance. (Crudos) 

Crimethinc Urban Pirates / PO. Box 2133 / 
Greensboro, NC 27402 / 

itsalreadyhere@wilomail.com 

Artcore Fanzine #21 

A5 / 36 pages / offset black and white 
First published in 1986, this zine from Cardiff, 
Wales, focuses primarily on early-mid 80s US 
hardcore punk music - that is, hardcore predating 
the sneakerboys the term later came to be 
identified with. This particular issue further 
concentrates on So Cal and Midwestern bands. 
Welly, the publisher, has a longstanding, almost 
fetishistic interest in the flyer art of the period, 
which he reproduces samples of and discusses 
at great length. Many times such thorough 
analysis runs the risk of being too obscure or 
pedantic for a general punky readership, but the 
material in Artcore is well-presented and quite 
entertaining, never mind nostalgic. Among the 
meticulously detailed articles and interviews are 
a Crimethinc-ish piece on fear as a means of 
control, interviews with Kevin Seconds, Biscuit’s 
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Texas Bombs, Knife Fight, Corey of Touch & Go 
Records, articles on Battalion of Saints and JFA, 
reviews and Visual Vitriol - which reads more 
like a sociological treatise - Dave Ensminger of 
Texas examines the place of punk flyers in the 
greater tradition of trangressive art. 
(Chelsea40oz) 

c/o 1 Aberdulais Road / Gabalfa, Cardiff / CF14 
2PH / Wales, UK / www.fourletterword.org.uk 

Autogestion #2 * 

Full size / 4 pgs / 50 cents 
Autogestion is a Spanish-language zine out of 
Mexico. Now, I do not read Spanish, but from 
what I understand, most of the zine is devoted to 
prisoner solidarity. There is an article pertaining 
to the struggle of political prisoners, featuring 
k Mumia Abu-Jamal. If you know Spanish, I am 
sure this will be of some interest. (Jason S.) 
autoges_tion@yahoo.com 

Avow #18 

8.5"x5.5" / $2 

Ten different very readable pieces full of stories, 
rants, and personal thoughts. The writing style 
is personal, indeed, but still something the 
average reader can relate to. The layout is 
attractive, with a red cover and several drawings 
that provide a break from the text. It seems like 
the person responsible for this zine is really into 
the project, which will always give these 
publications that little extra something special. 
(Hazel) 

Keith Rosson /1613 NW Everett #401 / Portland, 
OR 97209 / keithrosson@hotmail.com 

Bite The Hand That Feeds The 
Poisoned Food #2 

Standard / 70 pages / $? 

This is a pretty thick zine with a ton of different 
stuff in it that definitely kept me entertained for a 
few days. There’s a really good interview with 
THE DAGDA in here, Cormy asks some really 
thought provoking questions about their Celtic 
themes and how a pagan outlook meshes with 
d.i.y. punk beliefs. There’s also an overlook of 
the band DIE KREUZEN, pieced together from 
interviews, reviews, and personal narrative. And 
a Kobenhavn scene report, an interview with/ 
article about the Magpie collective, reviews, 
personal writings and more. What I found really 
interesting about this zine is that it’s written in a 
transition while moving from Dublin, Ireland to 
Kobenhavn, Denmark, so there’s insight about 
both Dublin (as a long-time resident) and 
Kobenhavn (through the eyes of someone just 
moving there). Pick this up from... (The Bastard) 
BITE THE HAND c/o Cormy / PO Box 578 / 2200 
Kobenhavn / Denmark 


Break The Chains Newsletter #19 

Very inspiring photocopy newsletter type zine. 
Lots of reports from different political prisoners 
such as Jalil Muntaqim and Jeff Luers. Filled with 
musings and updates, poetry and other 
informative passionate stuff. Also some 
interesting stuff about anarchism and prisons that 
is worth learning. Definitely worth a read. (Dave) 
Break the Chains / P.O. Box 1331 Eugene O.R. 
97440 / http://www.breakthechains.net / 
breakthechains02 @ yahoo.com 

BS.AS. Desorden #20 / Crear Reventar 
#1 split zine 

8 1/2x7/16 pages / no price info 
Normally, I have a hard time with split zines...l 
just don’t like the format. But I understand the 
need for them if you have a limited amount of 
funds, content, resources, etc. This split zine is 
a joint effort of BS.AS. Desorden and Crear 
Reventar- and the two zines pair nicely together 
as one. BS.AS. Desorden is a political punk 
comic zine with bold cartoon images and a 
chuckle inducing piss-take poking fun at the 


Catholic church’s views on rock and roll. Crear 
Reventar fills the remaining pages with more 
political commentary and bright, in your face 
graphics critiquing George Bush and his actions 
worldwide. The zine criticizes religion (CRASS 
in Spanish! “No soy ningun cristo fragil, No soy.” 
<1 am no feeble Christ, not me>), war, oil and big 
business.The result is, overall, great imagery and 
political propaganda. Written in Spanish. 
(Maygun) 

Desorden44@hotmail.com / www.desorden/ 
cjb.net 


Chord Easy 

13 pages / Full version $3 short version $1 ppd 
If you love music theory, you’ll love this. Despite 
my knowledge of how to play instruments, I’m 
really failing to grasp this zine...or chord guide. I 
can’t even understand half of what’s written here! 
In short, if you love theory, you’ll love this 
comprehensive nicely typed zine. If you’ve never 
picked up an instrument in your life, or (like me) 
have but theory makes your nose bleed, run for 
the hills. (Dave) 

Light Living Library / RO. Box 190-ce, Phm. OR 
/ 97370 / USA 

Contagious Brain Freedoms #1 

1/2 size /10 pgs / $1 

Contagious Brain Freedoms is a great collection 
of poems, haikus, quotes, and articles that, until 
now, have been unpublished. This zine embraces 
illegal thinking, taking a “slap to the faceof 
censorship" approach. I enjoyed this “no frills” 
photocopied zine-check it out. (Jason S.) 
www.flyovercountrypress.com 

Daybreak News #5 

11.25"x 16 7/8"/$2/12 pgs. 
Midwestern anarchist hellraisin’ from 
Minneapolis! Good to see local anarchist scenes 
putting out an information source like this, every 
city needs one these days. Lots of interesting 
articles throughout, some local news, some more 
international in scope. Some columnists and 
reviews also are packed into this sucker. All in 
all, a very important publication not only for the 
local scene, but also with enough information to 
be relevant to those all over the world. Good job 
Daybreak! (Crudos) 

DAYBREAK / P.O. Box 14007 / Minneapolis, MN 
55414 / http://www.daybreaknewspaper.org/ 
daybreak ©tao.ca 

Dekadencia Humana #13 

8 1/2 x 7 / 20 pages / no price info 
This little gem is a very detailed, well-informed 
anarcho-punk zine brought to you by the 
Argentinian collective Dekadencia Humana. And 
boy, have these guys been doing their research! 
Issue #13 is chock full of info for you thriving 
anarchopunks. Crammed into these pages are 
articles on anarcho-primitivism, the history of 
anarchist Kurt Gustav Wilckens, political 
prisoners, info about the collective “dekadencia 
humana”, a dictionary about Globalization with a 
detailed glossary of terms, the history of Spanish 
social revolutions in the 1930s and more. Whew! 
Excelente. Written in Spanish. (Maygun) 

DIAG / Pueyrredon 3324 CP / 7600 Mar Del Plata 
/ Argentina / dekadencia_punk@hotmail.com 

Excerpts from Foundations for an 
Internet Mediated Argument Network 
#1 

5.5" x 8.5" / $1.50 / 20 pages 
As the title suggests, this zine contains excerpts 
from what I think must be a very strange book. I 
read the whole zine twice and still can’t make 
my mind up - is its author (“a young man who 
called himself Harold”) even? Harold argues (in 
a tone that’s sometimes nearly academic and 
sometimes Crimethnic-like... in addition, there 
are quite a few grammar mistakes making this 
zine even more of a mystery to me) that the 


American TV is a corrupted corporate form of 
media incompatible with human nature. 
According to the writer, the Internet befits the 
sophistication levels of humans and should 
therefore be utilized for exchanging important 
ideas by people all over the world. In my opinion, 
the authors could be better developed to be really 
convincing - but you can get the zine and, as its 
back cover suggests, “Decide for yourself.” I still 
think it is a joke, seriously! (Adaa) 
www.flyovercountrypress.com 

Green Anarchy Fall/Winter 2004/5 

11 X 8 1/2 / $4 (US) $5(CAN) $6(EUR) 

$7(REST) Free to Prisoners / 85 pgs. 

A good buy for those of you who just can’t say 
no to the chili, and plan on spending a few hours 
on the can. At 85 clearcuttin’ pages, this one will 
keep you reading for quite a while. In fact, I’ve 
had it for a week, and I’m not even done -but 
with deadlines due, here goes: This is their Anti- 
Civilization issue. GA, in their tendency to go 
beyond what others are willing to do (++good), 
run with the premise that smashing capitalism 
just isn’t enough; one must destroy civilization. 
It made for a good DISKONTO record and it 
makes for some thought provoking reading. A 
quick gander through and you have enough 
action reports to make you thing that the punk 
scene isn’t so apathetic after all, but the bulk of 
this heavyweight focuses on class issues, 
slagging capitalism, and the industrial way of life. 
As with most political stuff, it’s a little hard to take 
all in one bite, so you might want to wash it down 
with something lighter and then re-read their 
analysis of zombie attacks and how those 
mindless carnos can take down North America 
in a record breaking four hours (plus or minus) 
—I love this shit! (Marc) 

Green Anarchy / PO Box 11331 / Eugene, OR / 
97440 / collective@greenanarchy.org 

Guerrilla War In The Hills 

9 X 4 / $1.25 postage paid. Cash /13 pages 
“When the leaves turn green, the miners turn 
mean.” From the start, I was glued to this 
pamphlet. A report on a 1985 labor strike 
between the United Mine Workers Of America 
and the A.T. Massey Coal Company. Think you 
hate your boss? Well, the UMWA could probably 
teach you a thing or two about those sentiments. 
They take things old school, and start bringing 
snipers to the picket line. This story turns very, 
very ugly as it progresses with Massey hiring a 
small mercenary army to protect its interests. 
Though it suffers a few formatting flubs, it is a 
must for anyone who’s interested in labor history. 
(Marc) 

Punk Bastard / 2421 W. Jefferson St. / Phoenix 
AZ /85009 

Heart Attack- #44 

Full Size / 70 pgs / 50 cents 
HeartAttack has been a staple read of mine for 
many years and I’m happy to get my paws on 
this after quite a while without. Inside are 
interviews with Nate Powell, KODAN ARMADA, 
THIS SHIP WILL SINK, and others.The columns 
are what really pull me into this zine but sadly a 
lot of the writer’s I loved aren’t in these pages. I 
would have also liked to see more females 
involved in the writing as I see there is only one 
out of the handful of men writers. Still, I love this 
California magazine, the photos, the extensive 
review section and ads, and am glad to see it 
around. (Hatchet) 

HeartAttack / PO Box 848 / Goleta, CA / 93116 

Inkulant #3 

1/2 A5 / b&w photocopied / 64pgs / $4 ppd world 
This German-language anarcho-punk zine from 
Bern, Switzerland, has a really eye-catching 
cover hand screened in black and red - yet it’s 
more than just a pretty face. Inside this zine you’ll 
find interviews with the crust band PACK and 
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Peter of Prawda Records; articles on the G8 
Summit in Evian, the exploitation of women 
through prostitution, the evicted Zurich squat 
EGO and a threatened Autonome (KuZeB); how¬ 
to’s on making stencils and protecting oneself 
from increasingly-militaristic police weaponry; 
music reviews, literary reviews (mostly German- 
language zines and books) and show reviews; 
and a scene report from Basel. (Chelsea40oz) 
Inkulant Zine / Postfach 598 / 3000 Bern 25 / 
Switzerland 

Libertarian Offensive Issue 1 

11 X 8 1*2 / rIO / 32 pages 
A really nice South African zine. What can I say? 
Aside from a few interesting articles, they have 
a really huge spotlight on PIRATES!! Dyarrrrgh! 
Er, ahem, which, after reading a few books on 
the subject, turns out to be a pretty good synopsis 
of the life and times, and they included my 
favorite pirate quote of all time. But you’ll have 
to get the zine to find out what it is. Other things 
covered include action reports on community 
projects, and interviews with Terrorists & Punx 
records, GROSS MISCONDUCT, the editors of 
Tales From the Pit and one of Zabalaza books’ 
publishers. Good smak! (Marc) 

Jonathan c/o Libertarian Offensive / Postnet suite 
116/ Private bag x42 / Braamfontein / 2017 South 
Africa, libertarianoffensive @ resist.ca 

Maximum RocknRoll #258 

8.5"x11" / $4 

I’ve often thought of MRR as a punk buffet: it 
presents a relatively broad sampling of different 
ideas and kinds of music from across the punk 
rock spectrum. This issue features the usual 
reviews, columns and the like, as well as a piece 
about Mission Records, interviews with NO 
FUCKER, THE MIDNIGHT CREEPS, THE 
SHEMPS, DOMINATRIX, DEAD STOP, 
CAREER SUICIDE, and even republican Michael 
Graves. Like with any buffet, there are some parts 
that can be skipped and others that the reader 
will relish, depending on personal taste. (Hazel) 
Maximumrocknroll / PO box 460760 / San 
Francisco, CA 94146-0760 / USA 

Maximumrocknroll # 259 

Tabloid /150+ pgs / $4 

I have been reading Maxi-rock for years now. 
Sometimes its great and sometimes not. They 
have excellent columnists, reviews (well, most 
of the time) scene reports, letters, etc. This issue 
was somewhere in the middle. There’s a 
R.A.M.B.O. S.E. Asia tour diary which I enjoyed 
very much, as well as, ASS and I ATTACK 
interviews. Sometimes I’m hard into MRR, 
sometimes I’m not. But, what can I expect? I’ll 
tell you: a long running zine that appeals to many 
different tastes. I may not be amazed every 
month, but I’m always amazed. I appreciate 
everyone works hard to put out MRR. Thanks! 
(Jason S) 

MRR / PO Box 460760 / San Fransisco, CA / 
94146-0760 / www.maximumrocknroll.com 

Mobilise! Issue 62, November 2004 

11x8 1/2 / $15 annual membership /12 pgs. 
The newsletter of the New Zealand Anti- 
Vivisection Society (Inc.) As you can probably 
guess, this one is straight forward, ALF action 
reports, campaign updates (Anti- 
Xenotransplantation), and a political party stance 
on vivisection analysis. The last page is 
dedicated to the NZAVS’s finances. The price is 
a little hefty if you’re just looking for some reading, 
but if you’re in New Zealand and/or Australia, and 
into animal rights then a membership in the 
NZAVS might be right up your alley. (Marc) 

NZ Anti-Vivisection Society Inc. / PO Box 9387 / 
Christchurch / http://www.nzavs.org.nz 

Modern Arizona # 7 

8.5 x 11 / 32 pages / $1 ppd USA $2 ppd outside 


A pretty fun journal type zine that documents the 
time before the election and a little bit of stuff 
from after the election. Joe Unseen, alongside 
different sidekicks drink their way through anti- 
Bush protests, pro Kerry rallies and even the 
democratic convention. Despite all the politics, 
it’s hard to pick out a direct political belief other 
than being anti-Bush, which I admit I was a little 
weirded out by, but to each their own. This issue 
also comes with a special mini zine of ZINER 
PORN. Don’t worry PC. kids, it’s just pictures of 
copy machines with silly pickup lines pasted by 
them. Hilarious. (Dave) 

Joe Unseen / P.O. Box 494 / Brewster NY /10509 
/ USA / unseen@bestweb.net 

Move Your Ass #7 

8.5" x 11.5" / Free (send $ for postage?) / 36 
pages, CD sampler / Czech 
Another issue of this zine that has become a 
staple of the Czech punk scene. It strives to cover 
various punk “genres” - as the title proclaims - 
“punk, hardcore, oi, crust, ska.” The bulk of the 
zine comprises of interviews; most notably with 
FROM ASHES RISE (done after their show in 
Brno), PROPAGANDHI, and !VI from Prague - 
mixed gender punk schoolteachers. The issue 
also contains tour schedules, columns, and tons 
.of reviews. Thinking about heading to Czech or 
Slovakia any soon? Here’s your punk guide. 
(Adaa) 

MYA c/o Jan Kovar / PO Box 18 /436 01 
Chrastava / Czech Republic / 
moveyourass @ seznam.cz 

Nero Fiddled While Rome Burned #7 

Full size /16 pgs / $1 US-$2 elsewhere 
I found this cut & paste zine to be extremely 
intelligent and down right funny. On the cover/ 
first page there is a “trickle down” Bush Family 
Criminal Empire that’s hilarious. Jacob David has 
an excellent way of melding humor with politics. 
The next four pages are dedicated to letters that 
have various media snippets pasted around 
them. I thought the “ Iraqi Freedom MY Ass” top 
134 was fucking excellent. Very creative and in 
your face at the same time. Great. (Jason S) 
Jacob David / PO Box 3050 / Eureka, CA / 95502 

Nero Fiddled While Rome Burned #8 

8.5 x 11 /15 pages / $1-2 
A cut & paste photo and text assault. Enraged 
rants on how fucking scary and fucked up Bush 
and his regime are, punctuated by clippings from 
various media sources to send the point home. 
His rants remind me of Jello Biafra on a four day 
meth bender - rabid, pissed and scathing, even 
a bit paranoid, playing with words and themes, 
whirling it all together into a spider web of 
indignance. I’d have to say (well, I’d hope to 
say...) that most of the people reading this know 
all about the Bush dynasty and their connections 
to the bin Laden family and the Nazis, the 
suspicious loose ends surrounding 9/11, and 
some of the other things he mentions. This was 
written before the election, and heralds the end 
of W’s illegitimate reign...kinda sucks to 
remember how much hope we all had that the 
nation would vote this sick fucker out, and how 
we were all let down. (The Bastard) 

JACOB DAVID / PO Box 3050 Eureka, CA 95502 

Norton (Unleashed) 

1/2 size, 30 pages 

Those of you that know Adrienne or read her 
column should be aware of her fantastic love for 
her pug Norton. He was diagnosed with a 
terminal illness, Pug Encephalitis, and has since 
suffered several seizures. This zine is her 
wonderful, personal, political tribute to Norton. 
This zine covers not only information about her 
pug, but also informs the reader of animal rights 
and vegetarianism within the punk community. 
Adrienne’s love for Norton, as well as all animals, 
shines through in this fantastic commentary about 



punks and how they treat their animals, and how 
they should. The zine includes animal rights 
information, vegan recipes, contributions from 
many of her friends, and photos and drawings. 
This zine is a fantastic resource for animal 
information and rights, as well as being both 
artful, and playfully done. One of my recent 
favorites! (Maygun) 

Adrienne Droogas / buffypugs@hotmail.com 

The Perfect Mix Tape Segue #3 

8 1/2x5/ 22pgs/ $1 

This is the “Fixing the Plumbing” issue, an 
account of Joe’s reactions to an outbreak of his 
friend’s having “accidental children”. He speaks 
of reading about vasectomies when he was 19 
and deciding to take the leap at 25. I am very 
intrigued by this zine because it isn’t something 
we talk about or advocate everyday. Joe is very 
happy with his decision, as well as his partner, 
and has even inspired other men to look into it. 
He speaks about the procedure, the healing 
process, and the personal issues involved. I 
commend this writer for sharing such a personal 
and underlying political story. (Hatchet) 

Joe / 5307 Minnesota Ave. / Portland, OR 97217 

Please, Don’t Be Fickle 

5.5" x 8.5" / $1.00 / 20pgs. 

When I read collections of poetry, instead of 
starting at the beginning, I start at the last page. 
Call me weird, but sometimes the whole 
collection reads better to me that way. In tried 
and true fashion, I started this read with “Ode to 
No More Cigarrettes”. Some very good poems 
here out of the 19 total. Tried to find out more 
about this group, since no authors are listed, and 
going to their website, found this, “ Exploring the 
Voids Beneath the Spectacular Tower of Absurd 
Contemporary Monocultural Disaster.” Which 
seems an apt description. Though, I sense more 
passion than pretension, in these selected works, 
which makes it an enjoyable, albeit short read. 
Good! (Crudos) 

Flyover Country Press / 1401 Bouchelle / 
Columbia, MO 65201 

ldeasNotldeology@flyovercountrypress.com / 
http://www.flyovercountrypress.com 

Pulenta Kon Pa jar it o #3 

8 1/2x 7 / 20 pages / no price info 
This is a zine from Argentina written by and for 
punks with kids- though it is a great read 
regardless of whether you are a parent or not. 
The authors write a good deal about revolution, 
and creating a society that is free from 
discrimination- they boldly state in several places 
of the zine that they are anti-sexist, anti¬ 
homophobic, anti-racist, and all other forms of 
oppression. There are a couple really interesting, 
well researched articles, my favorites being the 
ones about alternatives to mainstream schooling 
and alternative education, and an article on 
nutritional information for raising healthy 
vegetarian kids. Interspersed in these pages are 
also great photos and drawings. Written in 
Spanish. (Maygun) 

Pulenta Kon Pakarito / 9 de Julio 4243 1G / 7600 
Mar del Plata BS.AS. /Argentina / 
dekadencia_punk718@yahoo.com 

Rancid News #8 / November* 

December 2004 / bi-monthly 

7.25" x 11" / 1 Pound / 114 pgs. 

With the name of this zine, I thought maybe there 
might be some photos of half-naked Lars, and 
Tim of a certain band of the same name. But alas, 
no. Very good content focusing on various band 
interviews, like MOST PRECIOUS BLOOD and 
DAS OATH, to name but a couple. Also an article 
on the 56@ Info Shop in London and an article 
from Crimethinc about the protests of this past 
summer’s RNC Convention in New York . Plenty 
of reviews of zines, music, movies and comics 
also, added with a good mix of columnists. This 
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is my first exposure to this UK zine, but must 
give them props for putting out a great reading 
and good-looking publication. My perception of 
this zine could be the hardcore version of Profane 
Existence, which is a compliment in case you’re 
wondering. Rancid News is looking for a new 
name, and who could blame them, hehe, so give 
them some suggestions and get a copy of this 
zine. (Crudos) 

P.O. Box 382 / 456-458 The Strand / London, 
WC2R ODZ / UK / http://www.rnzine.co.uk/ 
info@rnzine.co.uk 

Razorcake #23 

8"x10.5” / $4.00 /112 pages 
Razorcake has all the usual pieces that would 
be expected in a larger zine- columns, interviews, 
reviews, and the like. THE RAMONES are a 
common topic of discussion, such as in Rev. 
Norb’s column, which lists his top 100 Ramones 
songs and how they relate to his penis, which 
goes by the name of King Szoot. The interviews 
are with MODERN MACHINES, LOUD PIPES, 
BALZAK, THE ERGS!, and others. Nardwuar’s 
column has a reprint of an old and often 
somewhat nonsensical interview with Nirvana 
and friends. My favorite parts were the Snakepit 
comic and Maddy’s column. (Hazel) 

Big Top Newstand Services / 2729 Mission street, 
Ste.201 / San Francisco, CA 94110 

ReaLies #1 

1/2 A5 / b&w photocopied /16 pgs 
This English-language zine, like Absolut Vodka, 
is actually a product of Sweden. First issue is 
kind of thin but not a bad start. Interviews with 
the excellent and under-rated band KILL THE 
MAN WHO QUESTIONS and a very cogent, anti¬ 
militaristic interview with Federico of DIR 
YASSIN, an Israel-based band. If PE gave prizes 
for stating the obvious, I’d nominate this quote, 
“Discharge... was and is still today a large 
inspiration to Swedish punks.” Keep ‘em coming, 
Ola! (Chelsea40oz) 

Ola Beglert / Hjallbogardet 27 / 424 34 Angered 
/ Sweden / 

drinkfastordont@angelfire.com 

Richie Bush: The Poor Little Oligarch 

Digest / color cover, offset /12 pgs / $2 ppd 
As a long time fan of Peter Kuper’s political 
artwork in WWIII Illustrated and other outlets, I 
couldn’t wait to see how his distinctive drawing 
style would lend itself to taking the piss out of 
Bush Inc. in this spoof of the well-known comic 
series, Richie Rich. The characters remain 
recognizable - both the familiar cast of the series 
and the ultra-villianous administration being 
satirized. Though disturbing, it’s smart, funny and 
to-the-point. Even in only 12 pages, it still 
manages to present a pretty sweeping critique. 
This one’s a classic, and a definite collector’s 
item. (Chelsea40oz) 

Shadow Press / PO Box 20298 / New York, NY 
10009 / http://ShadowShop.com 

The Shadow #49 

Tabloid / offset b&w on newsprint / $2 ppd US / 
20 pgs 

Though some of this issue pertains to 
preparations by New York City activists 
anticipating the arrival of the RNC last fall, it’s 
still worth a look. True to its history as an 
outspoken watchdog for human rights of NYC 
residents and individuals everywhere, The 
Shadow has a number of articles on the erosion 
of civil liberties at the hands of state and 
corporate malfeasance. Of particular note is a 
four page comic by Seth Tobocman illustrating 
the US establishment’s willingness to 
compromise communities’ services and 
infrastructure domestically, while spending 
exorbitantly to wage war overseas. There are a 
couple of pieces by embattled investigative 
journalist Greg Palast, author of bestseller The 


Best Democracy Money Can Buy, concerning the 
outrageous election fraud in 2000 (and, 
predictably, 2004) as well on some insight on how 
the massive coastal power outages of the past 
few years were a direct result of corporate 
racketeering in this age of deregulation. You can 
get a free copy of the current Shadow with any 
purchase from their online store at http:// 
ShadowShop.com. (Chelsea40oz) 

Shadow Press / PO Box 20298 / New York, NY 
10009 


Short , Fast and Loud #12 

Tabloid / 87 pgs / $? 

This issue of Short, Fast and Loud is chock-full 
of excellent interviews, including CATTLE 
DECAPITATION, LUDICRA, and VIOLENTLY 
ILL. There is also an interview with Anne from 
Armageddon Shop and Label. This issue of 
Short, Fast and Loud also features a section on 
young (literally) bands called, Teen Beat, which I 
found to be refreshing. The columns in this zine 
are excellent, and so are the music and zine 
reviews. Overall, this issue blew me away. 
Recommended. (Jason S.) 

225 Lincoln Avenue / Cotati, CA 94931 / 
Akautsch@aol.com 

Slingshot #83 Autumn 2004 

Tabloid newsprint/15 pgs/ Free 

This is the Autumn issue from our comrades in 
Berkeley. Packed with tons of radical / personal 
/ political crammed into only 15 pages! There are 
articles on Somatherapy, an anti-pyschiatrist / 
anarchist therapy, an anarchists questions and 
critiques on current organizing, a piece about 
understanding addiction, an account of 
Slingshot’s theater group in NYC, sex and voice, 
and even a reuse/recycle detailed article on how 
to dismember, tan, and smoke the hide of road 
kill for clothing, etc. (WOW!) Plus book reviews, 
the action calendar, anarchist crossword, and lots 
more. Whew! (Hatchet) 

Long Haul / 3124 Shattuck Ave / Berkeley, CA 
94705 


Slingshot #84 Winter 2004 

Tabloid newsprint/15 pgs/ Free 
I love this zine. Every time it comes out I am 
impressed with the topics and quality of the 
articles, and this issue is no exception. Number 
84 boasts a few really interesting articles- a piece 
on DIY community safety that includes a list of 
conflict resolution techniques, the Childcare 
Collective in San Francisco and childcare as a 
political and social movement, the concept of 
family in anarchist communities, a highlight on 
the current US occupation of Iraq, and more. 
Another favorite section of mine includes their 
“Pagina en Espanol”, which this time covers 
information on Iraq and the “Children of the 
Revolution” article. These folks are obviously 
organized and full of energy- it’s inspiring! A good 
solid read, as always. (Maygun) 

Long Haul / 3124 Shattuck Avenue / Berkeley, 
CA 94705 / www.slingshot.tao.ca 

Slug and Lettuce #81 Autumn 2004 

11 3/8" x 15" / Free or Donation / 20 pgs. 

If Slug & Lettuce was a band, I would be right up 
front screaming along. In my opinion, this long¬ 
time fixture of the scene is the closest zine that 
reads like a band playing. This is the only zine, 
ever, that I look forward to reading just the front 
page. The words, the art, the photography make 
the whole thing work so beautifully each issue. 
Plus all the usual suspects contributing columns, 
tons of reviews of other zines, and the latest 
sounds that rock the S&L world. Definitely a labor 
of love by Christine and her fellow cohorts. I still 
can’t believe after all the years of reading this 
zine, it’s still free in person and subscriptions are 
dirt-cheap. Take some time to send this great zine 
a donation and a kind letter for all this represents 
in our little scene. If everyone reading this review 


sends in a dollar or two, it would go along way in 

helping this important zine out. Each issue, I 
look forward to reading Christine rave about her 
favorite bands, now it’s my turn to rant how great 
this zine is. Scream along reading, this rocks my 
small world. (Crudos) 

Slug & Lettuce / c/o Christine / P.O. Box 26632 / 
Richmond, VA 23261-6632 

Toinen Vaihtoehto #179 

1/2 size / 18pgs / $1 

Toinen Vaihtoehto is a Finnish zine out of Vaasa. 
The layout of this zine makes it somewhat easy 
for a non-Finnish speaker to get the gist. There 
are a ton of music and zine reviews, as well as 
scene reports from around Finland. T.V. includes 
an interview with SUR-RUR, whom I’m not 
familiar with and a MEAN IDOLS tour diary/ 
description. Overall I think this zine is well put 
together and anyone who reads Finnish should 
agree. (Jason S.) 

Toinen Vaihtoehto / PL 1 / 65200 / Vaasa, Finland 
/ jantsa@yahoo.com 

Umanita Nova / weekly 

12" x 16" /1 Euro / 8 pgs. / Italian 
Long-running weekly of the Italian Anarchist 
Federation (FAI). Very clean graphic style with 
international and national articles of interest, 
cartoons, and letters. From what I have read, the 
paper has been published regularly since 1945, 
and probably goes back even farther to the 
beginnings of the FAI itself. “A site for communic/ 
action, meeting, intervention and reflection about 
facts and deeds of social anarchism, libertarian, 
anti-authoritarian and anti-clerical movements 
and those concerned with grass roots 
syndicalism, direct action, popular opposition, 
social claims and self-management endeavors. 
Although all along its existence is a continuous 
clash with the numberless attempts to hush up 
its voice, since the fall of fascism (1945) Umanita 
Nova keeps on issuing without interruption, totally 
self-financed and thanks to the political support 
it rises among those that in this publication find 
a means sticking to ends - against state, against 
capitalism for human emancipation. And this is 
not only a matter of the past as today, in the midst 
of globalization and authoritarian restoration, in 
the depths of society, revolutionary movements 
for social transformation sprout anew.” From their 
website.(Crudos) 

Tiziano Antonelli, c/o F.A.I., Via Degli Asili 33, 
57126 Livorno - Italia. 

Website - http://www.ecn.org/uenne/ 

Unidad Punk Libertaria 

14 pages, black and white, no price info 
A political punk zine from Mexico City, Unidad 
Punk Libertataria focuses primarily on 
information about political prisoners. In this zine 
are detailed articles about individual prisoners 
and a lengthy article called “El Lenguaje de la 
Soledad” (which translates to “the language of 
solitude”) about a jail run in Uruguay in the 70s 
and 80s. The author speaks in great lengths 
about the conditions of the jail, the involvement 
of the government, and the isolation, silence and 
suffering of the prisoners that were held there. 
In addition, there are a couple shorter writings 
on anarchism and interviews with MIGRA 
VIOLENTA and CRIMINES DE GUERRA. 
Overall, an interesting and informative read. 
Written in Spanish. (Maygun) 

Enrique Lazcano/1007 E Runberg Lane Apt 128 
/ Austin, TX 78753 / upl_ldlr@yahoo.com.mx 

War at the Crossroads: An Historical 

Guide Through the Balkan Labyrinth. 

5.5" x 8.5" / $2/12 pages 
Don’t be fooled by the number of pages in this 
publication - its 12 pages are text-dense and 
packed with useful information. This is a good 
starting point for people who would like to “make 
sense” of the multicultural and complex “Balkan 
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labyrinth.” The authors, Bill Weinberg and Dorie 

Wilsnack, take us on an historical tour of the area 
to suggest that while there have been vicious 
wars in the region’s history, they have taken place 
in the context of manipulation by imperial powers 
I and local leaders catering to them, and have not 
really been caused by conflict between ethnic 
groups (the American media’s mantra: “It’s the 
ethnic cleansing!”). Thus, starting with the 
Balkans being in an unfortunate position of 
dividing the split Roman Empire in the 4th 
Century, to recent American, Russian, and NATO 
involvement in the region instilling unfair 
pressures on localities - powerful outsiders have 
repeatedly set the region on fire and perpetuated 
the cycle of, it seems, never-ending violence... 
This insightful piece originally appeared in World 
War 3 #28, but you can get it from shadow press. 
(Adaa) * 

Shadow Press / PO Box 20777 / Tompkins Sq. 
Station / New York, NY 10009 / 

www.SHADOW.MediaFilter.org 

BOOKS: 

The Abolition of White Democracy 

By Joel Olson. 200 pages. 

Joel, a former co-editor of PE Magazine, among 
other radical publications, is a professor of 
political science at Northern Arizona University. 
In his highly readable and well-researched book 
he argues that the structure of American 
citizenship has been rooted in continuous 
perpetuation of white people’s privilege - due to 
the accepted norm of “white citizenship” in which 
whites are equal to each other but superior to 
everyone else. Whites in the U.S. have enjoyed 
the status and privileges of racial polity and those 
unfair advantages need to be dissolved in order 
to create more democratic forms of inclusive 
citizenship. The question that Joel probes deals 
with possible ways to extend political 
representation to those groups who have been 
denied it throughout this county’s history (Black 
Americans in particular). According to the author, 
we must get rid of the “white citizen” through 
subversion of his or her privileges. After all, if 
the white citizen is not really a biological or 
cultural group but a political category, then 
eliminating his or her privileges would also 
eliminate his or her existence. Public policy-wise, 
this task would encompass eradicating disparities 
between whites and people of color in the realms 
of education, employment, housing, health care, 
law enforcement, and politics. What Joel is trying 
to convey is that continuous struggle against 
white privilege is essential in fighting not just 
racial discrimination, but also in the effort to 
extend the participation of ordinary residents in 
the decision-making process. Only when 
citizenship is a form of empowerment rather than 
an identity (i.e. white identity) to possess, we 
could move beyond political systems such as 
liberal democracy (anarchism, anyone?) and 
create a foundation for a better world. This book 
is a required read for anyone wishing to 
understand the uneasy and misunderstood 
relationship between race and democracy in the 
U.S. Thumbs up! (Adaa) 

University of Minnesota Press /11 Third Ave S., 
Suite 290 / Minneapolis, MN 55401 / 
www.upress.umn.edu 

The Flow Chronicles 

By The Urban Hermitt 

Soft Cover, color cover with b/w inside, 200 pages 
It seems the Urban Hermitt has already firmly 
established herself as a prolific self-publisher of 
the perzine persuasion by the time The Flow 
Chronicles, her first book, was published. Although 
this is the first I’ve seen of her considerably 
talented writings, it’s completely understandable 
how she has managed to amass such a following. 
Aptly titled, The Flow Chronicles are a work of 


“creative nonfiction” built on a non-linear, 
anecdotal storyline. The narrative follows Hermitt 
from her arrival in Seattle at the age of 18 through 
the many travails and travels of youth - living 
transitionally among sketchy housemates: working 
crap “Food Service of America” jobs; party 
crashing; forays in various subcultures; the pain 
of unrequited crushes and experiencing one’s trust 
taken advantage of. In addition to challenging 
authority and even the doors of perception 
themselves, Urban Hermitt is also challenging 
gender assumptions including her own gender 
identity all the while, making this as much a 
coming-out story as it is a coming-of-age story. 
The tale is bittersweet, much like the apricot beer 
Hermitt is so partial to. She details her process of 
disillusionment with hippy culture, in particular the 
relentlessly creepy men. For someone trying so 
hard to “figure it all out”, this kid is astute beyond 
her years yet remains entirely down to earth. Think 
of her as an irreverent dharma bum baby dyke 
with a wicked sense of humor. Always the 
consummate smartass, Hermitt is as playful with 
language as she is during her daily adventures, 
taking (de)liberties with spelling conventions. I’ll 
admit to difficulty in writing this review, partly 
because the immediate, yet unshakably accurate 
descriptor that came to mind is Menschlich, which 
translates from German simply as “human”. I 
suppose that will have to do, although in an 
attempt do justice to Hermitt’s own signature 
gender-bending, creative wordsmithing skills, 
Mynschlich may be even more suitable. I can’t 
recommend this enough! (Chelsea40Oz) 

$8 / Microcosm Publishing / POBox 14332 / 
Portland, OR 97293-0332 
www.microcosmpublishing.com 

Lengths and Breaths 

207 pages 

By Lee Ranaldo, photographs by Cynthia 
Connolly 

A book of poetry accompanied with photographs 
that begin along side the words within urban 
areas and journey to an end with scenic black 
and white images. Many of the poems are about 
travel; some titles include ‘LA-NYC’, ‘Portland’ 
and ‘Deva, Spain’. The poems have no concrete 
style though a small handful dwell in a scattered 
E.E. Cummings like madness. Neither the photos 
or the poems are particularly impressive...but 
apparently the author was in SONIC YOUTH! Oh 
boy! (ScurvyAlice) 

Water Row Press / www.waterrowbooks.com 

A Million Little Pieces 

430 pages 

James Frey wound up in rehabilitation at 23 with 
a completely shattered body and addictions to 
crack and alcohol. Despondent, Frey 
aggressively rejects traditional methods of 
treatment and eventually gives up until a fellow 
patient stops him from leaving the clinic. Frey 
soon finds hope in a fellow patient named Lilly 
and an expanding group of friends whose daily 
struggles he observes while he explains his own. 
Raw, intense, and absolutely brilliant, I cannot 
recommend this book enough. (ScurvyAlice) 
Anchor Books / www.anchorbooks.com 

On Subbing: The First Four Years 

128 pages 

At 25 Dave was an utterly unqualified punk when 
he took a job working as a substitute teacher for 
special education classes. This is Dave’s 
personal account of those beginning few years, 
struggling to determine how to be an authority 
figure while holding onto his ideals. His writing 
style is akin to David Sedaris, and he masterfully 
balances his story so that it is not only 
heartbreaking and bittersweet, but quite often 
hilarious. Well worth all the typos. (ScurvyAlice) 
Microcosm Publishing / 5307 N. Minnesota Ave / 
Portland, OR 97217 
www.microcosmpublishing.com 


September Commando Bv John Yates 

96 pages 

This brilliant social commentary visual (art)book 
was originally released by AK Press in 1996; this 
is its legit re-release by Pohoda Records from 
Czech Republic. You have probably seen John’s 
artwork - check your record collections’ covers 
and inserts... there you go! John utilizes simple 
yet intense slogans and piercing and moving 
images to convey powerful messages and make 
us think and, hopefully, react. His political art is 
mostly visual but uses language to stress the 
significance of the images. 100 images wittily 
showcase and comment on our generation’s 
apathy, non-abating bigotry, sexism embedded 
in our society, the State’s aggression and 
injustice, police brutality and, finally, our 
ignorance. Highly recommended! (Adaa) 
Pohoda Records / PO Box 28 / 389 01 Vodnany 
/ Czech Republic / www.pohodarecords.com 

Things Are Meaningless 

By Al Burian 

Softcover, color cover / offset interior 
This Graphic book by Al Burian (Burn Collector, 
MILEMARKER) compiles 3 installments of his 
autobiographical comics, originally published by 
Migraine, into one collection. This work stands 
as a shining example of what can be 
accomplished by harnessing the considerable 
powers of coffee, alcohol, and existentialist ennui 
into creative projects. (Chelsea40oz) 

$7 / Microcosm Publishing / PO Box 14332 / 
Portland, OR 97293-0332 / 
www.microcosmpublishing.com 

The Voltairine Pe Clevre Reader 

Edited by AJ Brigati / 251 pages 
Undeservedly lesser known than her peer Emma 
Goldman, who described her as “the poet-rebel, 
the liberty-loving artist, the greatest woman- 
anarchist of America,” is Voltairine de Cleyre. 
Although she suffered from physical pain and 
depression (she was in fact shot by a student of 
hers and survived) de Cleyre worked tirelessly 
from a very early age speaking, organizing and 
—in the last few years of her short life — 
committing herself to aiding the PLM and the 
uprising in Mexico. This book is a collection of 
her works; lectures, essays and 45 pages of her 
poetry. DeCleyre’s writing emits a pressure and 
sadness as well as a strong and passionate 
voice. “Anarchism,” she states “to me, means not 
only the denial of authority, not only a new 
economy, but a revision of the principles of 
morality.” These morals are clearly envisioned 
as De Cleyre writes about the use of direct action, 
the subordination of women in society and always 
about the strength of the individual. I could fill up 
an entire issue of PE just quoting her. 
(ScurvyAlice) 

AK press / 674-a 23rd Street / Oakland, CA 92612 
/ www.akpress.org 

Some words 
about reviews... 

We will not review items that suck or aren’t 
at least better than average. We will not review 
materials that go against our beliefs of fighting 
sexism, racism, homophobia, etc. We frown upon 
mainstream ideology and economics, so there’s 
a good chance we won’t review your item if 
there’s a bar code on it. 

How do you get your item reviewed? If you 
believe your product passes most of the above 
standards, then the next step is to send it in to 
us. We do not make it a habit to review materials 
pulled form our own collections or the shelves of 
Profane Existence Distribution. Most of our 
reviewers live in other cities, and therefore we 
need a copy sent in for review in order to even 
be considered. 
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Hi! 

I’m Terry from manila infoshop.The first 
commune in Manila happened sometime late 
2001. We managed to use the space to meet 
and conduct actions/activities from protests 
to campaigns. We only managed to survive 
for 5 months after that we got evicted. Since 
then, me and the Oathmeal Zine fella have 
been travelling from manila to other nearby 
and sometimes down south of the Philippines 
to establish our Manila-lnfoshop Projekt. We 
have been gathering materials (literatures/ 
videos/audio cds/tapes/lp's) to include in the 
library section of the manila Infoshop Projekt, 
you can send us your spare copies to share 
infos to your third world bro's and sis in 
struggle, access to these kinds of materials 
is rare and hard in my country. Lately, we've 
been facing serious legal matters b'coz some 
arrests have taken place involving our com¬ 
rades from various provinces. 

The aim of manila infoshop projekt is 
to create a space that would cater to the 
needs of various kolektives/autonomous 
groups and individuals. In our experience of 
surviving in span of almost 4 years, we kept 
on doing activities and actions without much 
documentations coz most of the times we lack 
the resources (camera/film) instead we tried 
our best to release statements and create 
some banner /streamer /flag that is usually 
recycled. We would like to have a space 
whereas we may conduct meetings/work¬ 
shops/indoor activities/ propaganda making/ 
food not bombs kitchen/library. 

For this reason we are in need to raise 
$600 to pay for house rental (4 months) , 
make bookshelves, buy second hand com¬ 
puter/s. We would be doing fundraising ac¬ 
tivities as well to support the coming months 
for Manila Infoshop - t-shirt printing/patches/ 
bootleg cds to name a few. We accept any 
form of financial assistance that you may con¬ 
tribute - we acknowledge doing benefit gigs/ 
compilations for the manila infoshop projekt. 
Is it possible to help us by doing fundraising 
activities... Gigs/Tours/Benefit Compilation? 
In behalf of the various kolektives/autono¬ 
mous groups and individuals supporting the 
manila infoshop projekt - we look forward to 
your response. Let's keep in touch. 

Fire, passion and DIY,Terry 
buynothingstealsumthing @ yahoo.com 
P.S. Here's my mailing address (before send¬ 
ing something, email us first about it so we 
could check the post office...thanx) Terry G. / 


# 7 Dr. Tinio Subd. / Guinayang, San Mateo / 
1850, Rizal / Philippines 
P.P.S. I'm also doin' a zine called 
Kataztrophe zine (focusing on various topics 
like feminism/radical punk activism/eco an¬ 
archism/media activism/Free Tibet and more) 

- so send in your materials as well for 
review.To see/find out more what recent ac¬ 
tions/activities we did - check the following 
sites... 

www.oathmeal.proxmira.com 

www.manila.indymedia.org 

www.gaizao.org 

PE, 

I was heartened to read about C.L.l.T. 
Fest and all the related writings in PE46. I 
was especially happy to read Dan’s honest 
reflections of doubting the ability of women 
to pull off stereotypically male tasks. His 
willingness to expose his own male 
supremacy is exemplary of what is a vital 
first step for a male anti-sexist ethic: critical 
self-reflection. Unfortunately, there are 
things in the same issue of PE, as well as 
the other major punk zines, that are very 
disheartening - that show, painfully, how 
much more work we have to do. 

1. Emo Wuss’s column was disturbing to me. 
Though I don’t feel he is a bad person, he 
gives an example of widespread male 
supremacy in pulling the covers off of a 
nude, sleeping ex-lover laying in bed with 
another man at six in the morning. Why do 
we feel we have that kind of control over 
women’s bodies? 

2. There is a review of SODOMIZED BY 
MARCIA BRADY “I’d Rather be Getting 
Sodomized” in PE #46. Cleary the name of 
this band and record are meant to be 
humorous jokes. From dictionary.com, 
sodomy is defined as “any of various forms 
of sexual intercourse held to be unnatural 
or abnormal, especially anal intercourse or 
bestiality. The crime of oral or anal sexual 
contact or penetration between persons or 
of sexual intercourse between a person and 
an animal; especially: the crime of forcing 
another person to perform oral or anal sex 
—sodomize” First of all, anal sex is not a 
joke; it is a valid expression of sexuality that 
is not funny or novel or criminal. Second, 
forcing sex, i.e. RAPE, is not a fucking joke. 
We see the immediate importance of dealing 
with rape seriously from the rapes at 
Pointless Fest. And the reviewer of this 
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record says, “I have to say these guy’s have 
the coolest band name I’ve heard in a long 
time...” Really. 

3. There is an ad for the new Evasion 
projects that are going on. In the first book, 
“Mac” talks about invading the suburbs 
raiding their trash and “taking their women” 
This is clear male supremacy, and there are 
plenty more examples in that book that was 
put out by Crimethlnc. for Christ’s sake. 

4. Look in any big punk zine {PE, Slug and 
Lettuce, Maximum Rock N Roll, 
HeartAttack) and you will see ads that are 
degrading to women and reflective of male 
supremacy. 

We need to question the established punk 
order. Not all punks are anarchist and anti¬ 
sexist, and not all anarchist punks question 
male supremacy. Maybe most don’t. We 
need to build an insurgent anti-sexist ethic 
within punk. 

Nick/1401 Bouchelle/Columbia, MO 65201 
/ nicktaylor@planet-save.com 

Hi Nick! 

Thanks for your letter! I agree 
wholeheartedly that combatting sexism 
should be at the forefront of punk rock 
politics now more than ever. However, I take 
exception to your specific examples of 
sexism as pointed out in your letter. 

In the case of Emo Wuss, while I don’t 
think what he described doing was the 
correct, “grown up’’ thing to do, I do not see 
how it was sexist. Supposing the tables were 
reversed and she pulled the covers of of him, 
would that still be sexist? 

As well, points two and three are 
clearly putting a literal twist on two items that 
were intended to be “tongue in cheek” 
(sarcastic humor). Sure sodomy (by the 
narrow definition you provided) is a serious 
issues, but in most US states, Sodomy is 
defined as any sexual act other than 
missionary-style intercourse between a man 
and a woman. As for Mac, he is clearly 
mocking a battlecry as old as the hills, meant 
to freighten and dehumanize the enemy. I 
highly doubt Mac or Crimethinc. actually 
endorse raping anyone. 

Finally, if you pay attention to who’s 
putting out the magazines mentioned, you 
may notice that all of them are edited or co¬ 
edited by women. As women, they are the 
most qualified to lead the struggle against 
sexism and male-domination. They also 
have the clear backing of policies against 
running any sexist materials. Given that they 
have control over the editorial content of said 
magazines, then is it not these women who 
are to dertemine what is sexist or not? While 
it may be possible for you to find examples 
of what you see as sexist in these 
magazines, it is really the call of the women 
in charge. 

As men, we should do everything in 
our power to support the fight against sexism 
(including calling each other on our shit), but 
the leadership in the fight is in the hands of 
women. Right now I think that most women 
are much more concerned with the fight to 
protect their legal rights against four more 
years of right-wing Christian madness. We 
should support them in the struggle as they 
see best, not second guess their ability to 
fight against sexism. 

—Dan 
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BANDS EARLY RECORDINGS ON ONE CD ! 
PARASITES EP / GLOBAL DESTRUCTION LP 


S'f'RS T ^ t;LK l) V 

;%t« a 


much anticipated debut album from this 5-piece band from 
flensburg/germany. you want energy, emotion or inspiration? 
i think, your search is over, everything is here on this record, 
take the edge of modern emotional charged chaotic hardcore 
band like VAGE and co, add a good portion of such classic 
timeless bands like LOXIRAN, ANfiSTZUSTANO or PORTRAITS 
OF PAST, and mix it up with their very own original and 
uncomparable sound, how can .you go wrong ? it Is hard to 
capture the energycf tneir live shows on the piece of plastic, 
but the result of the recordings is aihat-ng. 


FLEAS AND LICE 

“EARLY YEARS” CD 


FLEAS AND LICE 

‘RECIPES FOR CATASTROPHES” CD 


COMPLETE DISCOGRAPHY OF ALL THE RE-ISSUE OF THE BANDS MOST RECENT 


BRISTLE 

“30 BUSTS FROM THE PAST” CD 

DISCOGRAPHY OF ALL THE EARLY 


LP RECORDED IN 2001 NOW AVAILABLE RECORDINGS OF THIS LONG STANDING 
ON CO FOR THE VINYL IMPAIRED! SEATTLE PUNK BAND! 


FREE VERSE 

“GENERATOR” CD 
BRAND NEW FULL LENGTH FROM THIS 
DYNAMIC POLITICAL HC I PUNK 
POWERHOUSE FROM SEATTLE. 


LIVE IN BOSTON* 


HOT SO fflf PROM ROM POPSICLf RECORDS memmtf 


V^RUKERS 

j 


, mm kt 4 

MmR ’&■ vC'V . > 

MURDER 

THE VARUKERS 

MURDER I NOTHINGS CHANGED CD 
TWO CLASSICS FROM THE 
NINETIES RE-ISSUED ON ONE CD! 


MISERY 

PATH OF DESTRUCTION CD 
NO DESCRIPTION NECESSARY 
12” COMING SOON! 


shoot people, not dope. 
TOXIC NARCOTIC 

“SHOOT PEOPLE NOT DOPE” EP 
4 NEW SONGS AVAILABLE ON CD OR 7” 
FIRST PRESSING OF 500 WHITE VINYL 
AND 500 CLEAR - LIKE ANYONE CARES! 


STAR STRANGLED BASTARDS 
"RED. WHITE, AND DEAD" CD 
NEW FULL LENGTH FROM THIS 
LA AREA HARDCORE PUNK BAND 


"LIVE IH BOSTON" DVB 

BOSTONS’ LONGEST STANDING DIY HARDCORE PUNK 
BAND FILMED LIVE AT THEIR 158i ANNIVERSARY 
SHOW ON DECEMBER 18th 2004 THIS OVD CONTAINS 
22 SONGS PROFESSIONALLY FIUMED AND RECORDED 
IN 5.1 SURROUND SOUND! ALSO INCLUDES BONUS 
VIDEOS AND TOUR FOOTAGE! THIS IS A 100% DIY 
DVD PRODUCED ANO RELEASED BY THE BAND! 


<3?®*EBc0 

US TOUR 2005 

RODENT POPSICLE WILL BE 
HELPING WITH BOOKING OF 
THE FLEAS AND LICE US TOUR 
THIS SUMMER! ANY HELP 
OR SUGGESTIONS WOULD BE 
GREATLY APPRECIATED! 
RODENTPOPSICLEhHOTMAIL.COM 


RODENT POPSICLE RECORDS ■ PO BOX 1143 • ALLSTON, MA ■ 02134 ■ USA • www.RODENTPOPSICLE.com 
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AA21. EKKAIA - demasiado tarde 
para pedir perdon LP 

[fucking great underappreciated political dark and 
powerful emo HC band from SPAIN... some might 
say in the vein of From Ashes Rise... etc. but 
EKKAIA really do add elements of greatness of 
their own. If this band was from The USA they 
would be huge!!! SAD BUT TRUE...] 


AA24. BEHIND ENEMY LINES - the 
global cannibal LP/CD 

[the second LP from pitsburghs finest anarcho 
punk band... following in the tradition of (and 
featuring ex members of) aus-rotten, mankind, 
the pisti this new one picks up where the first 
B.E.L. left off... should have the kids pumping 
their fists and smashing the state in no time 
fiat'!! GREAT!!!] 

euro-tour mai 2005 by ALERTA ANTIFASCISTA 


AA27. MOTORHATE - ...welcome 
to civilisation LP 

[nice packaging, not that the music is bad that's 
only the first thing that sprung into my mind 
when I was holding the record in my hands. 
Musically they are straight forward angerfueied 
hardcbrepunk with melodic bits thrown in from 
time to time. Aggressive and powerful with 
good political lyrix that you sometimes even 
understand - a winner! review by skuld releases] 


AA29. ESCAPADO - hinter den 
spiegeln LP/CD (opt dumber 2004 ) 


WWW. 


RAREPUNK 


com 


YES DUMBFUCK 
WE HAVE THAT! 


GOVERNMENT ISSUE 1982 
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Delivers a high powered 
speed bomb A step forward 
- Suburban Voice 



Always kicking ass. 
- Slug & Lettuce 


This is the way old school 
Punk/Hardcore is 
supposed to sound 
- Under the Volcano 


$12 ppd North America 
$15 ppd international 

Send Checks or Money Orders 
Payable to Feralette Records 
or Weil Concealed Cash to 



0%ratotto 


BROKEN 

HOMELAND ^ 1 INSECURITY 


PO Box 1271 
New Haven, CT 
06505-1271 USA 


www.feralette.com 


www.broken-online.com 



V tt'h. 
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ASUNDER "A Clarion Call" 

FLESHIES "Gung Ho?" cd 
UNPERSONS "IV - Self Portrait" cdep 
YETI "Volume Obliteration Transcendence" c 

ARTIMUS PYLE ep 

ASUNDER / LIKE FLIES ON FLESH split Ip/cd 
BLATZ / FILTH "The Shit Split" lp/2xCD 
BLATZ "Cheaper than the Beer" ep 
BRAINOIL Ip/cd 
• DIMLAIA cd 

DYSTOPIA "The Aftermath" cd 
DYSTOPIA "Human=Garbage" cd 
FIELDS OF SHIT 10" 

FILTH "Live the Chaos" ep 
LE SCRAWL "Too Short to Ignore" cd 
K LE SCRAWL "Eager to Please" 10"/cdep 
LUDICRA "Hollow Psalms" cd 
MEDICATION TIME "One Free Miracle 
NIGEL PEPPER COCK "The New Way" »] 
SKEW WHIFF "Taedium Vitae" cd 
TARANTULA HAWK (album #1) cd 
TARANTULA HAWK (album#2) Ip 
TEEN CTHULHU "Ride the Blade 
TOTAL SHUTDOWN "Broadcast Pei 
YETI "Things to Come" Ip 

EP = $4.00 / $6.00 World 
CDEP = $7.00 / $10.00 World 
10" = $8.00 / $12.00 World 
CD ■ $10.00 / $13.00 World 
LP s $10.00 / $15.00 World 
2xCD = $12.00 / $15.00 World 

Jf All prices postpaid via 
** Media Mail (US) and 
Airmail (World) 
nr You can order online at 
A www.lifeisabuse.com 
** X*. or send money order or 
i well concealed cash to: 


LIFE IS ABUSE 
P.O. Box 20524 
Oakland, CA. 94620 
www.lifeisabuse.com 
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Ol POLLOI “Six of the best j 

CD digipack 27 tracks 
The 6 best EP’s on the same CD ; 
nice artwork and 24 pages booklet : 

STILL AVAILABLE: 

PCP “Revelations” CD 

Dutch crust with members of Fleas & Lice and 
Makiladoras, including 15mn of mpeg video 

HAYMARKET “Prospect & Enslave” CD \ 

French anarcho-punk-hxc in a Dead Kennedys j 
style, including a cover of Rites of Spring j 
special packaging with english translations \ 


I A special pacKagmg wnn engnsn Translations 

SIX of TnC OCS Cl SLEAZY JOKE “Mafia Politico” LP/CD 

1 y _ _____French heavy punk-rawk with political lyrics 

r www.canardmusique.org 

ANARKO PUNK HC DISTRO PROD - FRANCE 

I «» lllltl>ill Itfc »>ll .1. A^l. - * - - ^ 

out soon : BURIAL l b a. LP SUNDAY MORNING EINSTEINS/MARTYRDOD split EP (repress J 






Imperial Leather excuses EP 


Intensity ruttna bort EP 


Skitkids onna for pleasure LP 


INSTIGATE RECORDS 


www. instigaterecords. com 
instigate82@hotmail. com 


Brutality 

Ur Men 


HC/GRIND/CRUST label 
from MEXICO 




I 


DESOBEDIENCIA CIVIL 

"No Hay Libertad sin desobediencia" CD 

The most important Mexican HC/Punk release 

since the classic MASSACRE 68 LP 

Raw, fast & angry Anarko/HC from Mexico. 

Already a Classic ft! 

LOS CRUDOS ”EI Ultimo Concierto" CD 
A legendary band, 2 legendary shows.. !!! 

Live in Mexico 1992 & 1996...!!! 

A truo document of Hardcore history. 

43 songs Ml 

DISCORDIA "Discography” CD 
The complete Discography of this Grind/Crust 
band from Mexico. Includes thier split, demo, 9 
new/never before released song plus live stuff 
recorded during their 1999 USA tour. The band 
is now defunct so its a true document of one 
of the best Mexican Grind/Crust bands ever 1!! 

GENOCIDE "Blood Spilled "CD 

The most devastating Grindcore band from 

Mexico. 

" This is an assault of screamed & grunted 
vocals over a torment of harsh f"'ing 
Grindcore ". Their debut release!!! 


I www.ebmrecords.com 
1 email: contact@ebmrecords.com 


do Jose Luis Romero 
Reforma 6 
Col. Chimalpa 
Mexico D.F., 05050 
MEXICO 


CO's are: $8.00 
Postage: $3 USA & Canada. 

$4 Europe & South 
America 
$6 Rest of World 

| and CASH accepted 



.RE 



OUT NOW! OUT NOW! OUT NOW! 

THE DETONATORS 

2 , rif “DETONATORS -uve In Hope T 

■ jja Four songs of crisp, fast, pissod off 

wM HI hardcore, this takes the great song 
nwm writing style of '’Balls To You" and 

uve in itofx... an( j ^ S p e ed and power of their 
$4.00 POST second LP "ju*t another reason" 

PAID IN THE an( j combines them for some of the 
U.S.A. best track* they have ever recorded. 

^DETONATORS “DETONATORS -Sonic Manifesto 7" 

Much like the "live in hope" T 
four New songs! These (racks are 
from the Same recording session. 
$4,00 POST c * fcc ^3 r ^ads, blistering 

DAin iwTwc drums and Angry gruff vocals you 

USA Can 1 g ° wrong ’ 7 

the 8th record In their catalog. 

HAPPY BASTARDS 

HUMAN CERTAINTY 


HAPPY BASTARDS/ 
HUMAN CERTAINTY - 
SPLIT LP $9.00 POST 
PAID IN THE U.$JV. 


Happy bastards give 3 songs of melodic female fronted 
hardcore with rythmic drums and crazy guitar leads. 
Human Certainty give 3 songs of metal influenced 
hardcore, techinca! guitar and pounding drums make 
this bond stand cur from all the rest. 

W.F.N. Keccrds f».0. BOH 10384 
EUGEftlE, OH 97340 

mTP://WWWraEEWElh5C0MWN^CD3OS 

1ttENEWS™MNOWPERE(>YAHOOC05Vl 



v 

a* 


^an. veget ar . 

^ hea t-froe o pti ^ 



P.o. Box 6037 



612 - ALFREDO 

(612/253-7336) 


Thursday & Friday: 6pm- 12pm 
Saturday: 7pm - lam 


At the Seward Cafe 
2129 E. Franklin Ave. Minneapolis 


Dine In, Take Out& 
Free Bike Delivery! 


60080 Zaragoza (spain) ^ 
jQPL malaraza@sindominio.net JQR* 
wwwmalaraza.org ^ 



Second 7* of this distortion 
fiesta band from spain. 
Faster and wildest 
than their previous ep 
Co released with First 
Blood Family (U S A) 


mr 024 Crlatura 
'genie sin fabrlcas' Ip Tf 
mr 022 Net Weight Ip 
mr 021 Karnvapen Attack 
'postnuclear he' T jb 

mr 019 Bad Taste\Net Weight 
‘split 7‘ 


7*. 3 euros 
Ip. 7.20 euros 
(postage not included) 


TRADES ARE WELLCOME 
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WEAVING THE DEATHBAG 
INOCULATION 7” 


AVAILABLE: 


HIGH ON CRIME- 

UNTIE NO FLAGS FLY LP 
PETRO G RAD “trigofr HAPPY CD I 
AS SC HAP E IrFI READEmucnON LP 

HUNGRY GHOSTS RECORDS 

PO BOX 62024X MIDDLETON,WI 53562 
CONTACT FOR PRICING WITH POSTAGE 
HG participates in worldwide 
trading which only works with 
your support, check out the 
distro for other releases for 
sale 

MIKEJ3F08 YAHOO. COM 
WWW. HUNGRYGHOSTSRECORDS.COM 


ICirii 

“12 Tales” LP 
The followup to 
6 Tales!! 12 Fast- 
paced songs by this 
collective of SoCai 
punks with the usual 
touch of Peni, TSOL 
& Saccharine Trust 
One-sided colored vinyl 


The 

Divided Lines 

“Music To 

Spazz To!” 7” 
Minimalist LA punk 
rock mixed with the 
primal fundamentals 
of mod ....bringing 
forward the new wave 
of noise. 


Mo..vaniw*» 

Armistice/Ciril split LP 
Ciril - "Hysteria Driven” CD/LP 
Meet The Virus - S/T CD 
Larkin "The Curse of Our Fathers” CD 
UM "Snutas” 7” 


g£:>n«nnvuMB 

CHECXS/tui PHDF OtfT TO UfX KBUtS 


LP a $8ppd USA/SI 5ppd World 
CD « $10ppd USA/SI 2ppd World 
7” a $4ppd USA /$6 ppd World 
know records • p.o. box 90579 
long beach, ca 90809 
www.knowrecords.com 


THE TRIPLE ROCK SOCIAL CLUB 

629 CEDAR AVENUE ♦ MINNEAPOLIS ♦ 612.333.SEXY 


BUFFALO, NY. 114214. 


RecgrdS 
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more noise, more distortion by 

impregnate noise laboratories 

winter 2004/2005 


seueve knp t>ie ioVmc 

dark, gloomy, sludge hardcore with female vocal from Berlin 


MASS GENOCIDE PROCESS / ALAMOGORDO 

- split seveninch - 

harsh & heavy crust brutality vs deathmetal butchery!! 
Both from Czech, coming with 4 new hymns for your 
empty and bleeding hearts... 

MASS GENOCIDE PROCESS / VISIONS OF WAR 

- split twelveinch - 

unholy crust metal annihilation continues in the battle 
with d-beat/crust from Belgium All the new songs, out 
in conspiracy with Undislessed. Breeding For Extinc¬ 
tion labels CD/Cass out later. 


Pf*2SG'pANI Lp / CP / fyt< 

fast, screaming, powerful Scandinavian style punk core with 
guitar melodies and more crusty pads - finally on 12" format 


HOMOCONSUMENS / AD CALENDAS GRAECAS 
- split seveninch - 

raw. blistering trash attack in vein of bgkAvretched/ 
mob 47 vs powerful! punk rock attack Both czech! 

BALACLAVA / CO-CA - split seveninch - 

two best czech hc/punkx ever! High energic. pro-vegan 
hardcore vs excellent melodic punk rod<. Co-release 
with other labels... 


fit>e The steel CP / MC 

pure in your face punk rock attack with former members of 
Detestation, Wotfbrigade, Imperial Leather, Defiance and more 

tape releases by: SjOfML 

Behiftd 6*WWy ■/ r; / ;r yr a 

JUGCUNC JUGULARS 

BQRHDCHDICflH& oEPt CURST 

NfW INTENSITY 

IMPERIAL LEATHER CODE 13 

rorc 

aver 250 designs af B ADGES 
T—SSIRTS — over 100 designs 
PATCHES - aver 80 designs 

TRUJ4CA FALA / P.0. BOX 13 
81 806 SOPOT 6 / POLAND 

j|^lJ e~mail: fala@bg.univ.gda.pl 

falT www. trujacafala.com 


' !threeo>lour hand screened sleeves! 
MEMORABLE DARK ANTHEM 1C HARDCORE’ 


P.P.M.H. / GREX - split cassete - 

total noise core blasphemy like old AC, GBN, Sore 
Throat vs smashing crust/hardcore attack. Both Czech. 

ALSO AVAILABLE : 

Verge On Reason - Cass, Opstand - Cass. Control Me¬ 
chanism / Harsh - split ep. Mass Genocide Process / 
Coma - split ep. Shitnoise - Jesus crust cass & others. 


available now through 

CAL THREE RECORDS 

123 Bernadine Cres 
Winnipeg MB Canada 
R2Y 1W4 
www.calthree.com 

SPIRAL OBJECTIVE 
P.OBOX 126 
OAKLANDS PARK 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA 5046 
WAvw.spiraIobjective.com 

also available on Sprial: 

Tumult/Yacopsae 7”-SwallowingShit 7”-Gacy’s PLaci 
Remission 7” 


LABELS. DISTRO'S - GET IN TOUCH FOR 
WHOLESALES AND TRADES. 
Send email for catalog with more than 2000 items 


Mutm 


self-tiled "Justice In 
(1st) EP a Bag" EP 


ALSO: Out February 2005: ! 

"Justice in a Bag" CD 
contains both EPs plus 
5 bonus studio tracks 
Practice room demo CD-R 
is also still available. 

We have patches + pins... 
New shirts coming soon! 

www. disrespect, us 


i/so available. 




RECORDS £3 EACR 
5 WkT$ fc&EACH 
(oMTSlDE US- At>t> 


original punk bam 
r now acoustic song 


HlWEUcASMoR 

Postal 

oKtfcK payable to 
CHRIS oxfofct> 
P.o. Box H72.007 
S.E,CATHIE 


STUDS 

©SPIKES 

BULLET BELTS 
DIRT CHEAP 

www.crustpunks.com 
www .crustpunks.com 
www crustpunks.com 


tAVJHiEF-gpEvsl 

< Ik*|»- five songs alioiit 
(ImnbmL. Maiulcrci-s. 


I’istolou/iliotinail.coin 
fora postageestimate. 

p.o. box 2«:*o 

UPPER DARBY, PA 10082 
WWW.FISTOLO.UOM 


FI 5 T 0 L 0 , 
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BALLAST 

Sound Asleep LP/CD 

Intricate anarcho-punk from 
Montreal with female vocals. 


MISERY Next Time / 
Who’s The Fool... CD 

PE 7” + LP, (Assrash) split 7” 
+ 1 unreleased track from ‘88 


BEHIND ENEMY LINES 
Know Your Enemy LP/CD 
A repress of the debut LP! ex- 
AUS-ROTTEN & THE PIST! 


SAINT BUSHMILL’S 
CHOIR s/t LP 

Ex-members of The Gits, 
Subvert, etc. play Irish Jigs! 


DISRESPECT 
Justice in a Bag 7” 
2nd 7” - Mpls anarcho-punk 
with male/female vox. 


WITCH HUNT 
EP’s and C.C. Radio CD 
EP, split EP and Crucial Chaos 
recordings, all studio remixed! 


STATE OF FEAR 
Discography LP / CD 
All vinyl trax back in print. LP 
has ltd. gold foil print. 


WITCH HUNT 

As Priorities Decay LP/CD 
Political punk/crust w/ male/ 
fern vox. LP has huge poster. 


EXTINCTION OF MANKIND 

The Nightmare Seconds... LP 
First full length release in 8 
years and their best to date! 


ISKRA s/t LP 

Brutal, whirlwind crust from 
ex-Black Kronstandt folks. 
Anarchy in body and spirit! 


GARMONBOZIA s/t LP 

Haunting, melodic crust from 
MPLS with female vox. First 
PE band w/ celloist 


DISRESPECT s/t 7” 

Pissed-off, sing-along punk 
rock with male/female vox. 
Comes in poster sleeve. 


ANOTHER OPPRESSIVE SYS¬ 
TEM / HUMAN WASTE split 7” 
Trans-Atlantic crust attack! 
Best recordings by both! 


PROVOKED Infant in the 
Womb of Warfare LP 
Powerful crust with female vox. 
Ex-Scorned, Pontius Pilate, etc. 


PHOBIA / RESIST AND 
EXIST split LP 

So-Cal grind meets anarcho- 
crust. Now back in print! 


28-band PE benefit comp, with 
Doom, EOM, Seein’ Red, Axiom, 
Resist & Exist, Sin Dios, etc. 


Five songs recorded in 1989, 
during the same session as the 
NO SECURITY split. A classic. 


PROFANE EXISTENCE T-SHIRT 


ORDERING INFORMATION: 

Prices WITHOUT postage are $3.25 for 7” and $7.50 for CD and $8.00 for LP. To 
determine postage cost, please calculate the TOTAL weight of your order and 
add postage from the chart below. All 7”s are 0.2 lbs, CDs are 0.4 lbs, and LP’s 
are 0.6 lbs. Send check, MO, (payable to “Blackened Distribution” or well- 
hidden cash to: 

Profane Existence • PO Box 8722 • Minneapolis, MN 55408 • USA 


World: 

Airmail 

$9.75 

$16.15 

$22.95 

$29.95 

$34.00 

+$3.30 


USA 


Canada: 

Airmail 

$4.25 

$6.85 

$9.45 

$12.15 

$17.25 

+$1.10 


Mexico: 

Airmail 

$5.65 

$10.25 

$15.05 

$20.05 

$23.50 

+$2.00 


Western 

Europe* 

$9.20 

$13.80 

$18.60 

$23.60 

$32.50 

+$3.00 


Weight 

(lbs) 

0 . 0-1 
1.1 -2 

2.1 -3 

3.1 -4 

4.1 -5 
each +1 lb 


Media 


$1.92 


$2.34 


$2.76 


$3.18 


$3.60 


+$.42 


FRONT 


BACK 


It’s been more than ten years since we introduced a 
new shirt design, but this long overdue void has been 
filled thanks to Steve / Visions of War. Shirts are printed 
white ink on a black shirt and are available in sizes S- 
XL. The price is $10 plus postage [weight = .5 lbs]. 


‘Western Europe (air) rates apply to: Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, 
Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxemburg, The Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland, and the U.K. 


We have an extensive mailorder list, filled with hundreds of music, print and 
wearable items! Send 2 x $.37 stamps ($1 or 2 x IRC’s overseas) for the latest 
catalog. Online catalog updated daily! 


WWW.PROFANEEXISTENCE.COM 









































mm 


EXTINCTION 0~ 
BLOWN TO BITS 
BALLAST 
AVSKUM J 

imp. a aJm. 
























